of the^Year) The $7.99 lobster roll is here! P 7 
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LEFT, RIGHT AND CENTER: All three faces of Rudy Giuliani — the liberal former mayor, the conservative trying to appeal to right-wing GOP pri- 


mary voters, and the middle-of-the-road, common-se 


in display at a synagogue fundraiser this week. 


Homecoming King 

Rudy gets a hero's welcome in Brooklyn 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Rudy Giuliani preached to the 
choir during a private fundraiser for 
his 2008 presidential campaign at a 
Sephardic synagogue on Ocean 
Parkway in Gravesend on Monday. 

“I can’t tell you how much strength it 
gives me to have you — all of you 
friends who helped me become mayor 

— working with me now,” said Giu- 
liani to a crowd of about 150 supporters 
inside Congregation Shaare Zion, each 
of whom paid $40 a pop to attend what 
was billed as a “Rally with Rudy.” 

Giuliani will need such support if 
he’s to carry Brooklyn. Federal cam- 
paign finance records reveal that De- 
mocratic frontrunner Sen. Hillary 
Clinton is far outpacing “America’s 
Mayor,” not only in New York State 

— where she’s raised $14 million to 


DECISION ’08 

his $8 million — but also in Brooklyn, 
where she has collected $400,000 to 
his $267,000. 

But that did not dampen the enthu- 
siasm of the crowd inside the syna- 
gogue’s banquet hall — a crowd that 
was decidedly grayer than one that re- 
cendy turned out in Brooklyn Heights 
to pay tribute (and at least $1 ,000) to 
Barack Obama. 

And the good news for the former 
mayor was the absence of the anti- 
Giuliani firefighters who have been a 
fixture on his campaign circuit, 
protesting his leadership before and 
after 9-11. 

At the rally, the average age of Giu- 
liani’s supporters was about 50, and 
the fairly homogeneous crowd was 


mostly male. 

Among them was Israel Steinberg, 
who said he supported Giuliani in part 
because of his Middle East policy. 

“He threw [Yassir] Arafat out of the 
United Nations,” said Steinberg with ap- 
proval, referring to the 1995 incident in 
which Giuliani ejected the late Palestin- 
ian leader from a Lincoln Center con- 
cert. The move was roundly criticized 
by the Clinton White House for its lack 
of diplomacy, though it burnished Giu- 
liani’s credentials in some quarters. 

“Mrs. Clinton went to kiss Mrs. 
Arafat,” continued Steinberg. “That 
tells you something right away, that 
something’s not kosher here.” 

Inside the synagogue, between av- 
enues T and U, Giuliani kept to his 
talking points, underscoring his histo- 
ry as mayor of New York City, and al- 
luding to his leadership role after the 


9-11 terrorist attacks. He compared 
himself to Ronald Reagan and credit- 
ed the late president with ending the 
1979 Iranian hostage crisis. 

“I believe [the Iranians] saw some- 
thing different in Ronald Reagan’s 
eyes than they did in [then-President] 
Jimmy Carter’s eyes,” said Giuliani. 

“They saw indecision in Carter’s 
eyes. In Ronald Reagan’s they saw de- 
termination and strength. . . . You have 
to deal with Islamic terrorism from . . . 
strength.” 

And it is that persona of strength 
that won Giuliani the support of atten- 
dees like Judah Eckstein. 

“We like Rudy very much,” said 
Eckstein, who runs a Web site called 
Yeshiva World. “He was the best may- 
or New York City every had. He re- 
duced crime, and he made the streets 


□ Barack coming back next week 

SEE PAGE 16 


JEW TO LEAD 
ARAB SCHOOL 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The city has appointed a Jewish educator to 
salvage its first Arabic language and culture acad- 
emy following the resignation school founder, 
Debbie Almontaser, who came under fire after 
defending “Intifada NYC” T-shirts created by an 
organization with which she was affiliated. 


RATNER 

KNEW! 

City: Bruce endangered 
workers at Yards site 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Atlantic Yards developer Bruce Ratner could have pre- 
vented the potentially deadly partial col- 
lapse of the Wards Bakery in April that 
sent bricks raining onto Pacific Street, 
according to a long-awaited Depart- 
ment of Buildings report. 

The seven-page report details years 
of water damage and neglect that led 
up to the April 26 collapse of the his- 
toric building’s 200-foot parapet, con- 
cluding that the owner who inherited the 
damage — Ratner — should have 
warned demolition workers about the 100- 
year-old building’s dangerous condition. 

“Forest City Ratner had been apprised of the deteriora- 
See RATNER on page 6 



On Tuesday, the city announced the appointment 
of Danielle Salzberg as interim principal of the 
Khalil Gibran International Academy, which will 
begin classes in just over two weeks. 

Salzberg speaks no Arabic and has no apparent 
expertise in Arabic culture. 

Even commentators who defended the school 
were taken aback by the city’s decision to appoint 
Salzberg to the delicate post. 

“To put a principal totally un-im- 
mersed in the culture seems like spitting 
in their eye,” former Mayor Ed Koch 
told the New York Times. 

Salzberg, who worked on the plan- 
ning of the school, though behind the 
scenes, was rushed into the job follow- 
ing the resignation of Almontaser, a flu- 
ent Arabic speaker, amid the uproar 
about the “Intifada NYC” shirts. 

The T-shirt was made by a group 
called Arab Women Active in Art and 
Media, which shares office space with 
another organization of which Al- 
montaser is a board member. 

Almontaser initially defended the 
shirt, saying that “intifada” literally 
means “shaking off.” 

“I understand it is developing a nega- 
tive connotation due to the uprising in 
the Palestinian-Israeli areas,” she told the 
Post. “I don’t believe the intention is to 
have any of that kind of [violence] in 
New York City ... I think it’s pretty much 
an opportunity for girls to express that 
they are part of New York City society 
. . . and shaking off oppression.” 

Insiders say the remark — in addition 
to other missteps (see our “Timeline of a 
Debacle” on page 6) — led to her de- 


Her translation, while technically ac- 
curate, “ignored the reality that the word 
‘intifada’ also has come to mean a vio- 
lent uprising in Palestinian territories 
against Israel,” said Joel Levy, New York 
Regional Director of the Anti-Defama- 
tion League, which supports the school. 

See GIBRAN on page 6 


NYU eyes Brooklyn 

Opens dorm, seeks 'merger' with Polytechnic Univ. 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

New York University is com- 
ing to Brooklyn — and so is its 
voracious appetite for real es- 

The ever-growing private in- 
stitution, based in Greenwich Vil- 
lage, is opening its first non- 
Manhattan residence in a Brook- 
lyn Heights apartment tower, and 
is negotiating what it described 
as a “merger” with Downtown 
Brooklyn-based Polytechnic Uni- 
versity. 

One hundred and fifteen grad- 


uate students will move this 
month into the “sliver building” 
at 67 Livingston St., between 
Clinton and Court streets, which 
is named for the way its narrow 
26-floors are wedged between 
wider buildings on the street. 
Since the late 1980s, the tower’s 
76 units served as a dormitory for 
the Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society. In March, a private in- 
vestor bought it for $18.6 million 
and then leased it to NYU. 

The dormitory news follows a 
statement by NYU last week that 
it is negotiating a “merger” with 
Polytechnic. Details of the mar- 


riage remain in negotiation, but it 
appears the end result will be a 
new school of engineering for the 
Manhattan-based NYU and a 
boost in prestige for Poly, which 
lacks the national cachet and 
flush endowment of NYU. 

In a carefully written statement 
on the school’s Web site, Poly 
President Jerry Hulton envisioned 
a post-merger institution as “two 
umversihes joined.” 

“We are confident that an 
agreement will be . . . highly ben- 
eficial to both Polytechnic and 
NYU,” he said. 

See NYU PLANS on page 6 


TIME WILL NOT TELL 

B'klyn 'clock block' continues for foreseeable future 

By Dana Rubinstein 



The Williamsburgh Savings 
Bank Building clock block. 


Only time will tell when Brooklyn’s 
own timepiece — the clock atop the 
512-foot-tall Williamsburgh Savings 
Bank tower — will start tolling for us 
again, despite recent assurances by the 
building’s owner that the beloved four- 
faced chronograph would be restored 
by July 4. 

Back in May, Andrew MacArthur, a 
principal at the Dermot Company, which 
has been transforming the former bank 
building and dental haven into million- 
dollar condos, told the Real Deal, “We’re 
aiming to have the renovations done by 


the Fourth of July.” 

But now, more than six weeks after In- 
dependence Day, the clock remains 
cloaked in dour black netting. 

“I don’t have news, which means we 
don’t know when it will come off,” apol- 
ogized Barbara Wagner, a spokeswoman 
for the developer. “It is definitely stalled 
until the fall sometime.” 

Last year, The Brooklyn Paper report- 
ed on the sad disrepair of clocktower, its 
four faces showing different times, its 
light bulbs burnt out. 

At the time, MacArthur attributed the 
disrepair to “gear stuff.” 

“When we bought the building, we 
were told that the clock would be the 


biggest headache and that’s turning out 
right,” he said. 

Dermot Company is not the first corpo- 
ration to wrestle with the hands of time. 
The clock didn’t operate for most of the 
1970s and 1980s, until Republic National 
Bank renovated the landmarked site. 

Ever since the tower, the tallest in 
Brooklyn, was built in 1929, the clock 
has helped hapless urbanites keep tabs on 
that most elusive of forces. Now, it’s 
helping Brooklynites keep time in a dif- 
ferent way. 

“Now, you kind of think, ‘Gosh time 
goes so fast, and yet here’s the clocktow- 
er and it’s still not repaired,” said Sharon 
Barnes, a Clinton Hill resident. 


I paid $1 1 for this strange fruit 


T HE MANGOSTEENS are here! 
The mangosteens are here! The 
mangosteens are here! 

No, I’m not talking about my sec- 
ond cousins (they’re the Man- 
gosteins, by the way). I’m talking 
about the arrival of one of the great- 
est fruits the world has ever known: 
the mangosteen. 

And Brooklyn is at the center of 
the mangosteen revolution. 

In fact, the only market in the city 
where you can get these extremely 
rare purple orbs is the Orchard, a 
gourmet greengrocer on Coney Is- 
land Avenue in Midwood. 

If you know what a mangosteen 
is, I urge you to go right now (first, 
take out a loan). 

If you don’t know what a mangos- 
teen is, you have my pity. 

Of course, I’m no expert on this 
delicacy. How could I be, given that 
mangosteens — the greatest thing to 
come from Thailand since “The 



King and I”— have never been 
available commercially in the 
United States (something 
about a fear of fruit flies 
— this from the samt 
government that let 
in the Asian 
homed 

the zebra mus- 
sel!). 

Thai mangos- 
teens will soon 

the interim, the 
first shipment of 
these leather- 
covered pool 
balls has come ir 
from a grower i 
Puerto Rico (if that 
ain’t an argument for 
statehood, I don’t 
know what is). 

In my role as your loyal 
servant, I headed straight for 
the Orchard to procure just twi 


these fragrant fruits (any more than 
two and I would have had to re- 
finance my house) . 

When I got there, there 
not a mangosteen to 
be found. Of course not; 
at $45 a pound, owner 
Mitchell Spitz told me 
that he can’t afford to 
put them on display. 
But he did say the 
Puerto Rican man- 
gosteens are selling 

“I’ve sold 18 pounds 
of them already,” Spitz 
said (do the math: he 
can now afford that new 
addition on the back of 
his house!). “Who’s buy- 
ing? Mostly people who 
have been to Thailand.” 

Full disclosure: I have 
been to Thailand, though the memo- 
ry of the single mangosteen I ate in 
the night market in Chiang Mai re- 


— and I'd do it again! 


THE BROOKLYN j 


ANGLE Emm 


FRUITWATCH! 


cedes in my mind like 
high school friends, 
stuff I learned in col- 
lege, or remembering 
what it was like to be 
able to climb stairs 
without tiring. 

Spitz brought out two 
mangosteens, but I was 
the only one who smiled. 

“What the hell is that?” asked one 
of his customers. “It looks spoiled.” 
“I’d never eat one of those,” 
sniffed another client. “It’s ugly.” 
And then he mentioned the price. 
The two old ladies audibly groaned. 

But I had to have them. The man- 
gosteen is my obsession. Try as I have 
to summon up its greatness with readi- 
ly available tropical treats — the 
creamy durian, the sugary litchee, the 
cool rambutan — the glory of a man- 
gosteen could not be recreated in the 
tastebuds of my brain. (I’m no Proust, 
but these things are much better than a 


madeleine.) 

So I did it. I paid $22.95 for two 
mangosteens. 

I got them home and peeled away 
the thick, plum colored inner flesh to 
get to the crouching white fruit nes- 
tled within. 

My wife, who, during a yearlong 
sojourn in the Far East a few years 
back, downed mangosteens like a 
ballplayer munches sunflower seeds, 
was unimpressed. 

“The fragrance isn’t there,” she 
sniffed (no, really, she sniffed). 
“Face it, at $45 a pound, this man- 
gosteen should come in a limousine 


with a chauffer who also cleans our 
kitchen. Besides, the joy of eating a 
mangosteen is eating it in Thailand. 
Imagine sending a Bagel Hole bagel 
to your brother in North Carolina. 
It’s not even worth the bother.” 

She also reminded me that for the 
price of 90 mangosteens, I could fly 
to Thailand (where you can get 10 
for a dollar). 

She makes a good point — but as 
I sucked down the slimy, citrus-hint- 
ed fruit pieces, I didn’t care. I was 
present at the creation of a new fruit 
craze — and loving it. 

Sure, these Puerto Rican mangos- 
teens may not be the real thing. But 
in 10 years, mangosteens will be as 
common as kiwis, bok choy and sal- 
sa — once-novel taste sensations that 
are as mainstream as oranges, lettuce 
and ketchup. 

And when that happens, you can 
proudly say that it all started in 
Brooklyn. 



Pizza & Winebar 
www.ovenny.com 

lunch • dinner • take-out 



60 Henry Street 
718.237.8720 
two hours free parking 
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30 floors of sensational views 

A hip cultural district, home to the nation’s 
most visionary center for the arts 



FORTE 


Artfully designed homes in Brooklyn’s BAM Cultural District 
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August 1 8 



Greene reads 

Check out the Fort 
Greene Park Summer 
Literary Festival today, 
where local kids will 
read alongside big 
name writers like Jen- 
nifer Egan (pictured) 
and Gloria Naylor. If it 
goes well, the park 
could install a coffee 
maker and Wi-Fi, insur- 
ing that local writers 

4:30 pm in Fort Greene Park 
(enter at DeKalb Avenue and 
Fort Greene Place). Free. For 

www.fortgreenepark.org. 


SUNDAY 

August 19 

Out of the 
pool 

The City's pools might 
stay open until Labor 
Day but today's the last 
party at McCarren Park's 
pool until next summer. 
Say goodbye to the hard 
concrete floor, the slip-n- 
slide and all your other 
summertime friends 
while Ghostland 
Observatory (pictured) 
plays on the stage. 

2 pm at the McCarren 


MONDAY WEDNESDAY 


August 20 


p P ™^. McCarren Park ^ ma rk goulash is only ! 

Free ' P™. 50 P air it with a 



August 22 


Do the gou 

It's August and 
everyone 
seems to be 
leaving town. 

If you've al- 
ready cashed 

tion days, take ’ 
a night off 
yourself and head to 
Cafe Steinhof for a taste 
of Austria — and a 
cheap one at that. The 
Austrian eatery's trade- 
mark goulash is only $5 


ou 

» 


g of Gaffe I 
Kolsch and enjoy a brief 
but satisfying getaway. 

5 pm at Cafe Steinhof (422 
Seventh Ave. at 14th Street in 
Park Slope). $5 for a bowl of 
gulash. For information, call 
(718) 369-7776 or visit 
www.cafesteinhof.com. 


maybe ■ 
not the 

dent of the 
United States). 


Street in Downtown Brook- 
lyn). $25. For ini 
(212) 763-4853. 


FRIDAY 

August 24 


Parly 

animals 

Presidential hopeful — 
and former Brooklynite 
— Barack Obama heads 
to the Marriott tonight 
for his second fund- 
raiser in the borough. 
This time, instead of 
$1,000, it'll only cost 
you $25 to meet the 
future presi- 
dent of the 
United 
States 
(though 




"Riverdale 
Sock Hop" 
sounds 

more like some- 
thing that would hap- 
pen in the Bronx than 
Williamsburg, but to- 
night at Galapagos, the 
Inbred Hybrid Collective 
is hosting the whole- 
some-sounding bash 
in honor of comic book 
hero Archie. Expect 
burlesque, music, art, 
magic and more all in 
celebration of Reggie, 
Jughead, Betty, Vero- 
nica and the redheaded 
comic who made them 
what they are. 

7:30 at Galapagos Art Space 
(70 N. Sixth St. at Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg). 

Free. (718) 782-5188. 
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The fungus 
is among us 


T he stench of raw meat has 
taken over parts of the Hill- 
side Dog Park on Columbia 
Heights near Middagh Street. 
But don’t look for roadkill. The 
villain here is a slimy florescent 
orange stalk shooting up between 
the wood chips and covered with 

Say hello to your new neigh- 
bor: the Elegant Stinkhom mush- 


The Hillside Dog Park, which 
is covered in wood chips , is prac- By Juliana Bunim 

tically an all-you-can-eat buffet 

for the mushroom, which spends its time decomposing the 
moist, woody pieces. 

The Elegant Stinkhom isn’t just any low level fungus, but 
both ecologically and evolutionally sophisticated, said 
Brooklyn’s best-known naturalist, Wildman Steve Brill. 

“Most so-called ‘advanced’ plants are the flowering 
plants because they have adapted to use insects or other ani- 
mals to pollinate or spread their seeds,” said Brill. “That’s 
what the Elegant Stinkhom are doing. More primitive ones 
just put pollen into the air.” 

So those buzzing flies are actually the product of complex 
evolution. The Stinkhom’s eau de toilet is its aroma of de- 
caying flesh, and the flies can’t get enough. Lured in by the 
scent, the flies grab some of the Stinkhom’s sticky slime and 
spread the mushroom’s spores. 

Dog owners note that the park has more woodchips this 
year, which could explain the abundant sprouts of the 
unique mushroom. But 
despite the presence of 
this bizarre looking and 
smelling growth, most 
dog owners are unfazed 
or even unaware of this 
fungus among us. 

Michael Rycheck and 
Ron Hernandez of Wil- 
low Street take Jack to the 
dog park almost daily. 
Neither had any concerns 
about the peculiar growth, 
despite not knowing any- 
thing about it. 

“I’ve seen them all 
something like a dried-up 



around and thought it ' 
flower,” said Hernandez. 

Even before finding out the Stinkhoms are safe, the cou- 
ple did not have any reservations about the pooch mnning 
amongst the mushrooms. “Jack’s part Rotweiler,” said 
Rycheck. “He can take anything. I’m not concerned at all.” 
That sentiment was shared by another dog park regular, 
Christina Zausner, who said her dog Mac seems pretty inde- 
structible. Granted, she had no idea what the limp orange 
stalk was. “I thought it was some sort of children’s toy scat- 
tered on the ground,” she said. “I guess I need glasses.” 

Her daughter Anna was more impressed after hearing 
about the sophisticated growth that’s taken residence in her 
neighborhood. “I think it’s really amazing,” she said, before 
mnning off to take another look. 

Our stinky summer guests will stay until their mortal ene- 
my, the first frost, arrives this fall. Until then, the fungi and 
the French Bulldogs can continue to cohabitate, which en- 
tails paying little attention to one another. 

If your dog becomes curious about the disgusting visitor 
infringing on their turf, don’t fear the Stinkhom. It’s not tox- 
ic and considered by most to be inedible, even to our furry 
friends. 

“Dogs don’t eat mushrooms, they are just not interested,” 
said Brill. “The Stinkhom is just for flies. They really are 
gross.” 

Juliana Bunim is a writer who lives in Brooklyn Heights 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Congratulations to our friend Ming-Chee Tan, who 
made the Dean’s List at SUNY Binghamton’s Watson 
School of Engineering & Applied Science this semester. . . . 
Over on Montague Street, part of the balcony over Haa- 
gen-Dazs collapsed on Monday night, drawing quite a 
crowd as well as several fire trucks . Luckily no one was 
hurt, and ice cream cones are being doled out as usual. . . . 
Also on Montague, the Housing Works store is currently 
looking for volunteers. The store’s profits go towards people 
living with HIV/AIDS who have also been affected by 
homelessness. ... A new television show was filming this 
week in Cadman Plaza Park. Called “Gossip Girl,” it’s 
based on the trendy ’tween book series and is scheduled to 
be on the CW this fall. . . . Powerhouse Books and VII 
Photo announced the first ever New York Photo Festival 
will be next May in DUMBO. 



Are rou ronntt rinish rhat ? 


Greg Hazelton enjoys a plate of pasta at the Heights Cafe at the corner of Montague and Hicks streets as his 15-month-old 
Great Dane, Alexander Reykjavik, considers things to come. 

Yassky schools Walentas on plan 


Says put new 
MS in Brooklyn 
Bridge ‘Park’ 

By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A Brooklyn Heights law- 
maker has blown a spitball at 
DUMBO real-estate baron 
David Walentas ’s controversial 
plan for an 18-story, 400-unit 
complex near the Brooklyn 
Bridge by demanding that the 
300-seat school — which was 
included in the project to gener- 
ate support for the entire plan 
— actually be built in the 
state’s Brooklyn Bridge Park 
development nearby. 

Councilman David Yassky 
(D-Brooklyn Heights) slammed 
the $200-million Walentas proj- 



David Yassky wants the school in David Walentas's proposed 
DUMBO building to be moved to Brooklyn Bridge Park 


ect as “gigantic” and called the 
middle school “an excuse to 
build a building that wouldn’t be 
acceptable otherwise.” 


Cops are hunting 
for this man 


~ie Brooklyn Paper 


Cops are hunting this sus- 
pect who they believe robbed 
the North Fork bank branch on 
Livingston Street on Aug. 6. 

According to police, the 6- 
foot, 175-pound man entered 
the branch, which is just east of 
Smith Street, at around noon, 
pulled a black handgun and 
threatened the teller. 

The teller handed over a un- 
released amount of cash, send- 
ing the robber on his way. 

The 40- to 45-year-old was 
last seen wearing a black cap, 
gray jacket, black pants, black 
sneakers and a salt-and-pepper 
mustache, cops said. 

He was also toting a black 
bag. 

Anyone with information is 
asked to call the Crimestoppers 
hotline at (800) 577-TIPS. Po- 
lice say that all calls are kept 
confidential. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 



The project would rise on 
Dock Street between Water and 
Front streets, near the entrance 
to the Brooklyn Bridge. Critics 
say it would block views of 
the landmark crossing. 

Yassky said he has al- 
ready started pitching rival 
plans to city education offi- 
cials, including a scheme 
that would put the school 
on state-owned property 
within the proposed water- 
front development com- 
monly referred to as Brook- 
lyn Bridge Park. 

That “park” will include 
six commercial building 
sites, now reserved for lux- 
ury apartments, a hotel, 
shops and restaurants. 

A concert hall has been 
talked about as a possibility 
for the long- vacant Empire 
Stores warehouse that sits 
on the park’s northern tip in 
DUMBO. 

“I don’t know why we 
can’t get one of those exist- 
ing development sites for a 


school,” Yassky said this week. 

Errol Cockfield, a spokes- 
man for Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Development Corporation, said 
that project planners can’t com- 
ment on putting a school in the 
development until Yassky pres- 
ents a formal proposal, which 
he has not done. 

And despite Yassky’s objec- 
| tion, the city’s school construc- 
S> tion czar is in talks with Walen- 
! tas about the new middle 
a school, something parents in 
| Brooklyn Heights and DUM- 
4 BO have wanted for years. 

“We are talking to [Walen- 
tas] and reviewing the need for 
a middle school in the area,” 
said School Construction Au- 
thority President Sharon Green- 
berger. 

It’s unclear whether Walen- 
tas ’s Two Trees Management 
would pay for the school por- 
tion of its Dock Street project 
or if the company expects the 
city to pick up the tab. Pairing 
with a private developer does 
typically reduce the city’s cost. 

Jed Walentas, spokesman 
for Two Trees, could not be 
reached for comment on 
Yassky’s counterproposal, but 
has said that the Dock Street 
building would “fit perfectly 
within the existing architectur- 
al context of the neighbor- 

This fall, Yassky said he will 
create a task force to examine 
other locations for the middle 
school, including the shuttered 
St. Charles Borromeo School in 
Brooklyn Heights and an un- 
used Metropolitan Transporta- 
tion Authority office building at 
370 Jay St. in Downtown 
Brooklyn. 


If Sid's Doesn't Have It, 

You Don't Need It! 


Celebrating Our 75th Anniversary! 


• Electrical 

• Garden/Outdoor 

• Janitorial 


• Tools-Hand & Power 



SID'S HARDWARE 

345 Jay Street 

(Between Tillary & Willoughby Streets) 

Downtown Brooklyn 
(718) 875-2259 
Open 7 Days -- We Deliver 



The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 

Fort Greene's finest 

Day Care 

. . . Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 
Serving ages 2-6 • 7:30am-6pm available 


✓ ACD Voucher Accepted 

s ✓ Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 

✓ New York State Certified teachers 

✓ Arts & Crafts 

i / Computers in Classrooms 

✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 

✓ Full/ Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 

✓ Enrichment Programs 


✓ Fully Air Conditioned 

✓ Indoor Gym 

✓ Inclusion Program 

✓ Nutritional Breakfast/Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

✓ Reading Readiness 

✓ Safe and Nurturing environment 

✓ Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 

FIRST CLASS DAY CARE 

167 Clermont Avenue 
between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 


G$SATNICK 

We offer quality jewelry, preci- 
sion timepieces and fine gift ware 
at prices to fit every budget. 


FREE Lay-a-Way 
Plan On all 
Purchases 

Visit us at our new location 

1 87 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (71 8) 852-9697 • H mmm 
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 



Hartley F. Satnick 
The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 

in all 5 boroughs 
of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 46 years 


Pet Health 
Questions 1 

Ask Dr . Dendtler 


Providing Veterinary Care 

at 

Kiki’s Pet Spa and Boutique 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 

Advanced Professional Training® 

The Animal Medical Center NYC 



‘Vaccinations 'Hill's Prescription Diets 
•Skin Disorders 'Microchip Implants 
•Dental Care 'Surgery 

•House Calls * Lab Tests 


239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont Ave.) 

(718) 789-7170 

www.sixthaveanimalclinic.com 


Eye Exam plus 

Complete Pair of Glasses 

(frames & lenses) 

OnUSIlS 

SUMMER SPECIAL 

(Ends Aug. 31st) 

Call For Appointment ■ Most Insurance Accepte 


362 LIVINGSTON (At Flatbush) 

718 - 643-0742 

OPEN MON-SAT 

EHWH 



Attention: » 

Loirers. 


Why Book With A Cruise PlannerT 

:k total $ 2000 + for 2, Get free excursion 8 gift for 2 (SI 00 Value)* 
As Cruises-Only top producer, you saved money & tin 


Personalized Service World Wide Cruises 

Flexible Payments Available No Booking Fees 

Carnival ■ Celebrity ■ Holland America ■ Norwegian 
Royal Caribbean ■ Princess ■ And More 

W Cruise 
viz PlA INKERS"’ 

Book now. Call ICen Chow - Cruise Specialist 
"Great Vacations Begin With Great Service" 
718.380.1988 1.800.839.7135 

kchow@cruiseplanners.com 
www.nycvaluecruise.com 


Leave packages with us. 

And your worries behind. 

As your neighborhood shipping center we offer 
many services in addition to packing and shipping. 


COPY 
FAX SI 

PASSPORT PHOTOS 
MAILBOX RENTALS 

AUTHORIZED 
SHIPPING CENTERS 

XMfl£,R»dE* 

Cobble Hill Variety 
& Mailing Center 

495 Henry Street • (71 8) 852-8844 
Open 7 Days 'til 9pm 
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City throws 
ice on vendors 


T here’s too much heat — and 
not enough ice — at the taco 
stands at the Red Hook soccer 

The beloved Latin American 
food vendors who sell mouth-wa- 
tering delicacies each weekend at 
Red Hook Park have found them- 
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SOUTH 




sr of a 





Ariella Cohen 


>d purveyors — 
the right to sell 
told! Permits to 



of feeding frenzy, one that will take 
more than an ear of roasted com 
and a few goat tacos to resolve. 

First, it was the city’s Parks De- 
partment that descended on the 18 

mom and pop vendors with news 
that they would have to compete with other foe 
including deep-pocketed corporations — for 
food at the fields. There were regulations to upl 
sell! Rules that must be followed! And so it went. 

Foodies cried that the sale of the permits would endanger a 
dying breed of authentic papusa. Salsa-lovers everywhere de- 
cried the Parks Department enforcers for a lack of heart — and 
taste buds. “Fight the power! Save the Soccer Tacos!” 
screamed the Web site, whitetrashbbq.com. Even Sen. Chuck 
Schumer ate a chimichanga in solidarity. 

Then, the Health Department woke up. 

As it turns out, the city’s rat-chasing food-service inspectors 
were shocked — shocked! — to find that the vendors had been 
grilling meat and frying tacos at the park for the last 30 years. 
So while, the vendors have paid annual permit fees of about 
$10,000 to operate in the park, they never received food-serv- 
ice permits, or the training that such permits entail. 

You know what that means — inspection time! 

Two weeks ago, Health inspectors invaded the field, clip- 

board, thermometers and 

^ m all. And as it turns out, the 

main problem seems to be 
inadequate supplies of ice, 
according to vendors who 
received directions for get- 
ting their stands up to 

“They are mostly wor- 
ried about making sure the 
[uncooked] meat is cold 
enough. Everyone is going 
to have to keep more ice,” 
said Fabian Perez, who 

runs a popular taco stand 

with his mother. 

Perez and others said 
that getting up to code would mean small investments in new 
coolers, more dry ice and possibly, portable sinks. (Already, one 
portable hand-washing sink has been installed, a plastic contrap- 
tion with a pedal-operated faucet and a built-in paper-towel dis- 
penser.) 

Vendors will also have to obtain food-service permits and 
start preparing their food in city-inspected commercial kitchens, 
not at home, a spokeswoman for the Health Department said. 

But as with any cloud, there is a silver lining. In this case, the 
lining is actually black and yellow and chocolate all over. 

As I learned last week from vendor Umberto Carrilo, platano 
cubierto de chocolate — the chocolate banana, to all you “Arrest- 
ed Development” fans — is an essential component of the 
Guatemalan summer that has been sorely missed on the ball- 
fields. “It’s never been cold enough to keep them frozen,” Carri- 
lo explained. 

With more ice in the cooler that will change and summer will 
be just that much sweeter. 

Ariella Cohen, a Red Hook resident, is a staff reporter of The 
Brooklyn Paper. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Our pal Mee Ming-Chee Tan made it to the Dean’s List of 
Binghamton University’s Watson School of Engineering & Ap- 
plied Science this semester. Keep up the good work, Mee. ... 
Very convenient show of “An Inconvenient Truth”: A1 Gore’s 
big-screen debut will be screened on Sunday Aug. 19 at the 
Backyard Community Gardens at the intersection of 
Hamilton Avenue and Van Bmnt Street. The show begins at 8 
pm and will be followed by a discussion led by a representative 
of the Climate Project. Arrive at 4 pm for a potluck celebration 
of the Columbia Street district. For information, call (718) 858- 
0452). ... Chlorine confusion: The Red Hook Pool closed 
abmptly on Monday morning after a routine water testing 
showed improper chlorine levels. Don’t be alarmed, swimmers. 
The Sink has learned that the pool is back to normal conditions 
after an in-depth (ha ha) cleaning. ... In effort to quell unrest 
over a notorious 70-foot tower planned for 360 Smith St., City 
Planning Director Amanda Burden reminded neighborhood 
activists that the development is “as of right,” and that the city 
can’t commit to a timeline for downzoning the neighborhood. In 
short, get used to the idea of towers in Carroll Gardens because 
the rezoning trick isn’t going to work this time. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 



Three children who were killed in car accidents on busy Third Avenue 


mural at the corner of Butler Street. 


MURAL SUPPORT ON 3R0 AVE 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A St 
face is 

A group of traffic safety ac- 
tivists have paired with Boerum 
Hill teenagers to create a memo- 
rial mural commemorating three 
children who were killed while 
crossing the busy truck route. 

The figures in the mural are 
white, like the “ghost” bikes 
that hang on lampposts where 
bicyclists have been killed. But 
unlike the bikes, they are huge, 
monumental representations 
that loom above the street. 

Such a depiction wsa inten- 
tional, said lead artist Christo- 
pher Cardinale. 

“Cars are much bigger than 


Art project puts face on death 


pedestrians,” he said. “But the 
ideal street is one where cars, 
bikers and pedestrians are in 
equal balance. Allowing people 
to see that image is the first step 
towards making it reality.” 

James Rice was 4 when he 
lost his life to a speeding Hum- 
mer SUV at a Baltic Street 
crosswalk in February. Rice was 
crossing the street with the light, 
obeying all traffic laws. The 
driver who killed him received 
only a ticket for failure to yield. 

Juan Estrada and Victor Flo- 
res, both fifth graders at PS 124 
in Park Slope, were fatally 
struck almost exactly two years 
earlier while crossing the av- 


enue at a Ninth Street cross- 
walk. They were also killed 
while crossing the intersection 
with the light. The driver said 
that he hadn’t noticed them 
walking. 

The mural, a creation of 
Transportation Alternatives and 
Groundswell Community Mural 
Project, is an attempt to remind 
people of the human told of 
road carelessness, the artists say. 

“Drivers are always trying to 
beat the light,” said muralist 
Laquon Wheeler, 18. “Hopeful- 
ly, if they look up and see these 
young kids on the wall, they’ll 
remember to slow down and 
stop driving crazy.” 


After the 2004 deaths of 
Estrada and Flores, the Depart- 
ment of Transportation prom- 
ised $4 million worth of traffic 
safety improvements for Third 
Avenue. Those fixes, known as 
the Downtown Brooklyn Traf- 
fic-Calming Plan, were never 
made, according to Transporta- 
tion Alternatives. 

DOT spokesman Ted Tim- 
bers said this week that con- 
struction on the road improve- 
ments would begin next spring. 

“Included will be sidewalk 
extensions that are designed ex- 
plicitly to slow vehicles and re- 
duce risks to pedestrians,” Tim- 
bers said. 


B’Hill cri own — but not out 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Police Commissioner Ray 
Kelly has declared the bad old 
days officially over in fast- 
changing South Brooklyn — 
but, like Faulkner said, the may- 
hem of the past isn’t dead. In 
fact, it’s not even past. 

At a ceremony last month, 
Kelly presented the 76th Precinct 
with an award for a major drop 
in recorded crime. But even as 
police celebrate the record-low 
crime rate in Carroll Gardens, 
Cobble Hill, Red Hook and parts 
of Boerum Hill, some foul play 
(really foul, in some cases) con- 
tinues to plague the area. 

In July, a resident of Boerum 
Hill sounded the alarm after 
finding human feces on his front 
stoop. “I just spent my morning 
cleaning poop off of my stoop,” 
wrote the anonymous victim in 
an e-mail to the local real-estate 
Web sites. Curbed and Brown- 
stoner. Just a few weeks after the 
appearance of the stoop pooper, 
a rash of burglaries had neigh- 
bors reminding each other to 
lock their front gates and replace 
burnt-out lamplights. 

A fatal shooting in the pre- 



More than one photographer captured the 
moment when Commissioner Ray Kelly 
shook hands with Captain Michael Kemper. 


dawn hours of last Sunday had 
one Boerum Hill family con- 
templating a move. 

“We woke up at 3 in the 
morning to pop-pop-pop of bul- 
lets, sirens and helicopters,” said 
Katie Green, a Hoyt Street resi- 


dent. “My son 
was petrified.” 
The gunshots 
that woke Green 
and her family on 
Aug. 11 killed 
one neighbor- 
hood man, 30- 
year-old Treice 
Sharpe. The mur- 
der is still under 
investigation by 
police, but it 
comes as a tragic 
reminder of the 
dangers that re- 
main within the 
neighborhood of 

million-dollar 

brownstones and towering hous- 
ing projects. 

Green said that she feels like a 
“line” divides affluent parts of the 
neighborhood from poorer areas 
where drug-dealing and violence 
are common. Indeed, the killing, 


which happened a few blocks 
from her Hoyt Street home near 
Gowanus Houses, reminded her 
of that border’s permeability. 

“My husband said, ‘Are we 
really going to raise two chil- 
dren a block away from where 
there were gunshots,’ ” she said. 

So far this year in the 76th 
Precinct, there have been five 
rapes, 67 robberies, 43 assaults, 
46 burglaries and 127 robberies 
of more than $1 ,000 - 20 per- 
cent less total crime than over the 
same period last year and a 
whopping 68 percent less crime 
than there was over that period in 
1993. 

Leslie Lewis, a police liaison 
for Borough Hall said crime 
rates would continue to drop, 
but admitted that the good num- 
bers can’t change another im- 
portant reality: how people per- 
ceive their safety. 

“Perception and the reality 
are different things,” he said. 


If Sid's Doesn't Have It, 

You Don't Need It! 


Celebrating Our 75th Anniversary! 


• Building 

• Electrical 

• Garden/Outdoor 

• Janitorial 


• Home Decor 

• Home Improvement 

• Housewares 

• Licensed locksmith 


• Lumber Cut-to-size 

• Pest Control 

> Plumbing 

> Tools-Hand & Power 


SID'S HARDWARE 

345 Jay Street 
(Between Tillary & Willoughby Streets) 

- Downtown Brooklyn 

JfUfjtyGXttt,- (718) 875-2259 

nurr *" r ,,ul Open 7 Days - We Deliver 


SAVE 

□ 15% OFF 

■ 5105 " with this 


WWW. SIDS HARDWARE.COM 


The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 

Fort Greene's finest 

Day Care 

. . . Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 
Serving ages 2-6 • 7:30am-6pm available 


✓ ACD Voucher Accepted 

✓ Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 

✓ New York State Certified teachers 

✓ Arts & Crafts 

✓ Computers in Classrooms 

✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 

✓ Full/ Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 

✓ Enrichment Programs 


/ Fully Air Conditioned 
/ Indoor Gym 

V Inclusion Program 

/ Nutritional Breakfast/Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

V Safe and Nurturing environment 
y Spacious Well-Equipped 

classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 
FIRST CLASS DAY CARE 
167 Clermont Avenue 
between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 


Leave packages with us. 

And your worries behind. 

As your neighborhood shipping center we offer 
many services in addition to packing and shipping. 

Stop in to find out what wi 


COPY SERVICE 
FAX SERVICE 
PASSPORT PHOTOS 
MAILBOX RENTALS 



Cobble Hill Variety 
& Mailing Center 

495 Henry Street • (71 8) 852-8844 
Open 7 Days 'til 9pm 


Pet Health 
Questions 1 

Ask Dr . Dendtler 


Providing Veterinary Care 
at 

Kiki’s Pet Spa and Boutique 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 

Advanced Professional Training® 

The Animal Medical Center NYC 



‘Vaccinations 'Hill's Prescription Diets 
•Skin Disorders 'Microchip Implants 
•Dental Care 'Surgery 

•House Calls * Lab Tests 


239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont Ave.) 

(718) 789-7170 

www.sixthaveanimalclinic.com 


Eye Exam plus 

Complete Pair of Glasses 

(frames & lenses) 

onuses 

SUMMER SPECIAL 

(Ends Aug. 31st) 

Call For Appointment ■ Most Insurance Accepts 
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362 LIVINGSTON (At Flatbush) 

718 - 643-0742 

OPEN MON-SAT 

Erato HI 




Attention: # 

Crmb Loirers. 


Why Book With A Cruise Planner T 

ik total $ 2000 + for 2, Get free excursion & gift for 2 ($100 Vale 
As Cruises-Only top producer, you saved money & time. 



World Wide Cruises 
No Booking Fees 

Carnival ■ Celebrity ■ Holland America ■ Norwegian 
Royal Caribbean ■ Princess ■ And More 

W Cruise 
si / F > Ianners' 

Book now. Call Ken Chow - Cruise Specialist 
"Great Vacations Begin With Great Service" 
718 . 380.1988 1 . 800 . 839.7135 

kchow@cruiseplanners.com 
www.nycvaluecruise.com 


cfSATNICK 

We offer quality jewelry, preci- 
sion timepieces and fine giftware 
at prices to fit every budget. 


FREE Lay-a-Way 
Plan On all 
Purchases 

Visit us at our new location 

187 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (71 8) 852-9697 • 

HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 1 1 :00am - 5:00pm 



Hartley F. Satnick 
The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 

in all 5 boroughs 
of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 46 years 














Six degrees of 
renovation 



Dana Rubinstein 


I t has taken six years for the city 
to build a two-story community 
center for the Ingersoll Houses. 

How long is that? Well, in 1927, it 
took builders just three years to 
build the Williamsburgh Savings 
Bank building — the tallest in 
Brooklyn. The Empire State Build- 
ing was built in just one year. 

“It’s not reasonable,” said Mar- 
vell Cruickshank, a community or- 
ganizer for Families United for 
Racial and Economic Equality. 

“Look how fast the Oro [a 40-story 
tower just off Flatbush Avenue Ex- 
tension] went up! Look how fast 
the J Condo [33 stories in DUMBO] went up!” 

Indeed, both the Oro and the J are slated for completion at 
around the same time as the community center (even though the 
community center got head starts of five and four years, respec- 
tively). 

“The community center is complete and is currently in the 
‘sign-off phase,’ ” said Howard Marder, spokesman for the New 
York City Housing Authority, which is overseeing the project. 
“Now, they’re going through the punch list, the little things.” 
Marder could only confirm that construction on the center be- 
gan in 2002. Residents recall the center closing for renovation in 
2001. 

“Once they get the temporary certificate of occupancy, then 
[they] have to apply to the Department of Health of Mental Hy- 
giene for a permit, because of the kitchen. So when they say ‘fall 
2007,’ it could be late fall or into the winter. But it’s not that far 
away. The work is basically completed.” 

Residents of the Ingersoll Houses, the public housing resi- 
dents for whom the center is primarily intended, are nothing if 

“If you have a teenager 
who was 12 years old when 
the center was shut down 
for renovations, now that 
teenager is 18,” said Ed 
Brown, the president of the 
Ingersoll Tenants Associa- 
tion. “That’s six years that 
the kid could have been in a 
program receiving mental 
health services, or literacy 
training, or been in a gang 
prevention program. We 
have a whole generation of 
teenagers who have been in 

That is, a whole generation of teenagers living in a deeply un- 
der-served community with few recreational outlets who could 
have benefited from the $6.7-million center’s gymnasium, art 
and crafts room, computer lab, library, and game room. Not to 
mention the panoply of social services that are supposed to be 
slated for the center. 

That generation includes kids like Brown’s son, now 20 and a 
long-time honors student, who recently survived being shot six 
times in a dispute over a woman. 

“You can only do so much when the resources aren’t there,” 
said Brown. “We need that center. We need that center bad.” 
Councilwoman Letitia James (D-Fort Greene) agreed. “It’s 
been closed since before I got elected, and I’m almost in my 
fourth year, and still no center,” said James. “And, we’ve had a 
number of incidents in Ingersoll and Whitman.” 

But Marder defended the city’s seeming lethargy. 

“Sometimes things take longer than you want,” said Marder. 
“But I can guarantee you, it’s just part of the overall construc- 

Staff writer Dana Rubinstein lives in Crown Heights. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Curious what the connection is between Walt Whitman, Fort 
Greene and Clinton Hill? Wonder no longer. On Sunday, the 
Clinton Hill Art Gallery. as part of its third annual August 
Sunday Summer Sizzler series, will hold a parlor chat with 

Greg Trupiano, artistic director of the Walt Whitman Pro- 
ject. For information and reservations, call (718) 852-0227 or 
(718) 857-0074. ... Calling all budding Coltranes: auditions are 
fast approaching for Long Island University's “Jazz Satur- 
days” free master classes for high school juniors and seniors. 
For information, call Robert Aquino, chair of the music de- 
partment at (718) 488-1668 or email him robert.aquino@liu.edu. 
. . . Our pals Yuanyuan Chen, Kevin DiBenedetto, and 
Jamie Wong - Brooklyn all made the Dean’s List at SUNY 
Binghamton last semester. Congrats! 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 



BOERUM HILL 
B'HEIGHTS 




GET LOCAL! 

Advertise on this page 

Call Lynn at (718) 834-9350 



Flippin’ Out 


This boarded up brownstone, on Fulton Street between Clinton and Waverly avenues, was recently snapped up by a develop- 
ment group for $953,000, presumably to be converted into luxury condos. While the new owner did not respond to a request 
for comment, one thing's for sure: the seller made a handy profit. The building was purchased in 2005 for $200,000. 

Rapes spike in 88th Precinct 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Cops are examining why 
there has been an “uptick” in 
alleged rape cases in Fort 
Greene and Clinton Hill. 

So far this year, there have 
been nine rapes in the 88th 
Precinct, which encompasses 
Fort Greene and Clinton Hill. 
That’s a 125-percent increase 
over the same period last year, 
when there were four rapes. 

“The 88th Precinct is an ex- 
periencing an uptick,” acknowl- 
edged Gene Whyte, a 
spokesman for the NYPD. “But 
it is part of the ongoing discus- 
sion at CompStat meetings, and 
people should realize crime is 
still down overall.” 

Under the CompStat pro- 
gram, precincts maintain statis- 
tics on particular categories of 


Rapes on the rise 

The 88th Precinct, which covers Fort Greene and Clin- 
ton Hill, has seen mixed results on crime this year. 
Here's a snapshot crimes committed through Aug. 12 
compared to the same period last year. Source: NYPD 

CATEGORY 

2007 

2006 

% chg 

MURDER 

5 

6 

-16.6 

RAPE 

9 

4 

125 

ROBBERY 

129 

174 

-25.8 

ASSAULT 

112 

89 

25.8 

BURGLARY 

98 

103 

-4.8 

GRAND LARCENY 

287 

261 

9.9 

CAR THEFT 

73 

69 

5.8 


Approach the bench 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Fort Greene Park may get 
three-dozen new benches — 
but don’t start plopping down 
in celebration just yet. The 
park only gets the goods if 
people “sponsor” the benches 
by coughing up $3,000 a pop. 

Following on the heels of its 
wealthier cousins, the Fort 
Greene Park Conservancy will 
install new park benches if locals 
dig deep and honor the beloved 
benchwarmers in their lives. 

But unlike those much larger 
parks, which have a seemingly 
endless supply of space in 
which to place new benches, 
the Parks Department has iden- 
tified only enough room for 37 
new benches. 

“The locations are limited, 
[so] we anticipate they will go 
fast,” read an announcement in 
the Fort Greene Park Conser- 
vancy’s newsletter. 


$3K gets you one in F'Greene Park 


So if you’re willing to fork 
over three large to sponsor an 
entire, eight-foot-long, 1939 
New York World’s Fair replica 
bench, or less than half that for 
a mere half of a bench, you’d 

If it’s any enticement, you’ll 
be joining the ranks of the nov- 
elist Richard Wright, who al- 
ready has a bench dedicated to 
his memory near the Martyrs 


Memorial. Wright is believed to 
have written his classic novel 
“Native Son” in the park. 

The difference — other than 
the fact that you’ve never writ- 
ten such a seminal novel — is 
that no one in Wright’s family 
paid for the bench. It was paid 
for by local fans. 


crime so that commanders can 
figure out where to allocate 
scarce resources. The program 
also allows the brass at One Po- 
lice Plaza to hold individual 
commanding officers account- 
able for increases in crime. 

Whyte said the numbers 
don’t tell the whole story. 

The precinct has actually 
seen a 59-percent decrease in 
rape cases since 1993. 

But that statistic didn’t 
change the perception of at least 
one Fort Greene woman 

“To be perfectly honest, I 
don’t feel very safe walking 
around at night,” said Clara 
Presler, who lives near the in- 
tersection of Carlton and De- 
Kalb avenues. “My boyfriend 
got mugged right outside my 
apartment one night and . . . two 
teenagers harassed me, would- 
n’t let me pass, and then threw 
an object at me when I got 
passed them.” 

She said that as a result, she is 
often forced to take a cab rather 
than walk alone after dark. 

The rape “uptick” was not 
the only alarming number on 
the precinct’s CompStat sheet 
this week. Felony assauts are 
also up nearly 26 percent, from 
89 last year to 112 this year. 
Grand larceny and auto thefts 
are also up 10 percent and 6 
percent respectively. 

Robbery and burglaries, by 
comparison, are down. There 
have been 129 robberies com- 
pared to 174 last year, a decrease 
of nearly 26 percent. Burglaries 
are down nearly 5 percent. 

There’s also been one fewer 
murder, five, in the statistical 
period that ended on Aug. 12. 


If Sid's Doesn't Have It, 

You Don't Need It! 


Celebrating Our 75th Anniversary! 


• Electrical 

• Garden/Outdoor 

• Janitorial 


• Tools-Hand & Power 



SID'S HARDWARE 

345 Jay Street 

(Between Tillary & Willoughby Streets) 

Downtown Brooklyn 
(718) 875-2259 
Open 7 Days -- We Deliver 



The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 

Fort Greene's finest 

Day Care 

. . . Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 
Serving ages 2-6 • 7:30am-6pm available 


✓ ACD Voucher Accepted 

f ✓ Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 

✓ New York State Certified teachers 

✓ Arts & Crafts 

i / Computers in Classrooms 

✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 

✓ Full/ Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 

✓ Enrichment Programs 


V Fully Air Conditioned 

V Indoor Gym 

V Inclusion Program 

V Nutritional Breakfast/Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

V Reading Readiness 

V Safe and Nurturing environment 

V Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 

FIRST CLASS DAY CARE 

167 Clermont Avenue 
between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 


Eye Exam plus 

Complete Pair of Glasses 


Only $ 


125 


SUMMER SPECIAL 

(Ends Aug. 31st) 

Call For Appointment ■ Most Insurance Accepts 


362 LIVINGSTON (At Flatbush) 

718 - 643-0742 

OPEN MON-SAT 

mmmm 



Pet Health 
Questions 1 

Ash Dr . Dendtler 


Providing Veterinary Care 

at 
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Sugar story’s 
grand finale 


GUEST 

COLUMN 



I n two earlier columns, we told 
the story of the how the Have- 
meyer family produced a series 
of cunning businessmen who built 
a small family sugar company into 
one of America’s — and the 
world’s — great fortunes. 

The most ruthless Havemeyer 
male of them all was the “Sugar 
King,” H.O. Havemeyer, who, 
from his East River waterfront 
throne, ruled a vast empire that ex- 
ploited workers from the Caribbean 
to Asia; inflated sugar prices across 
the U.S.; and wielded enough polit- 
ical influence to instigate the Span- 
ish-American War. Tom Gilbert 

The family had another side — a 

patrician, philanthropic, politically progressive side. A prime ex- 
emplar of these qualities was Louisine Elder Havemeyer, also 
known as Mrs. H.O. Havemeyer. 

The union of H.O. and Louisine took place in the context of an 
inbred family situation typical of the American WASP elite. The El- 
ders and the Havemeyers were New York sugar families that per- 
formed a complicated merger both at the altar and in the board- 
room. From age 15, H.O. was raised by Louisine’s parents and later 
married Louisine’s aunt. H.O.’s older sister married Louisine’s un- 
cle. Finally, in 1883 H.O. divorced his first wife and married her 
much younger niece, Louisine. 

Louisine and H.O. complimented each other. Running what at 
the time was a vast legal monopoly — the American Sugar Refin- 
ing Company — H.O. perfected the art of making boatloads of 
money. Louisine perfected the ait of spending it. 

Traveling to France as a young woman, Louisine befriended 

the American Impressionist 

painter Mary Cassatt. One 
day, the pair spotted a pas- 
tel for sie by the then-un- 
known Edgar Degas; at 
Mary’s urging, Louisine 
bought it for 500 francs, or 
about $100. Degas wrote 
her a thank you note, telling 
her how badly he needed 
the money. (The same pas- 
tel was sold by Louisine’s 
grandson in 1965 for 
$410,000.) 

This was the beginning 

N of a productive partnership. 
As Louisine later said, 
“Miss Cassatt was ever ready to recommend, Mr. Havemeyer to 
buy, and I to find a place for, the pictures in our gallery.” 

Throughout the first two decades of the 20th century, the Have- 
meyers assembled an astonishing art collection. Pursuing Euro- 
pean treasures with the same aggressiveness that he employed in 
swallowing up business competitors, H.O. became furious when 
the Italian government prevented him from exporting Botticelli’s 
Birth of Venus. Nevertheless, besides numerous Degas, the pair 
was able to buy hundreds, if not thousands, of works by Veronese, 
Rubens, Rembrandt, El Greco, Goya, Corot, Cezanne, Renoir, 
Monet and Manet. 

Mrs. Havemeyer’s passions also extended to radical politics. 
She bankrolled the women’s suffrage movement, giving fiery 
speeches enlivened by an automated model of the Mayflower 
covered with strings of electric fight bulbs. She was even arrested 
trying to bum an effigy of President Wilson during a demonstra- 
tion on the White House lawn. Refusing to pay a $5 fine, she 
spent three days in jail. 

Meanwhile, back at the plantation, H.O. and the Sugar Trust 
were dealt a series of business reversals at the hands of Teddy Roo- 
See THE STOOP on page 4 
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Now that’s a nice rack! 

New bike stands are popping up all over the Slope 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

In a feat of bureaucratic ef- 
ficiency as rare as a tornado in 
Brooklyn, the city has installed 
more than 60 bike racks in 
Park Slope and Red Hook — a 
mere four weeks after a neigh- 
borhood organization asked 
for them. 

We installed about 60 bike 
racks within Community Board 
6,” said Joshua Benson, the bicy- 
cle program coordinator for the 
Department of Transportation. 
“The only contender [for more 
racks] in Brooklyn would be 
Greenpoint and Williamsburg.” 

Park Slope also has the most 
cyclist commuters of any neigh- 
borhood in New York City, ac- 
cording to a Department of City 
planning survey released in May. 


The bike racks —which cost 
the city between $225 to $275 a 
piece, depending on whether 
they are small (one upside-down 
metal U), or large (two upside- 
down Us connected by a right- 
side-up U) — now stand in front 
of the Haagen-Dazs on Seventh 
Avenue between Carroll and 
President streets, the Astoria Fed- 
eral branch at Seventh Avenue 
and President Street (above), and 
the Gate, on Fifth Avenue and 
Third Street — among dozens of 
other locations. 

Normally, the city’s turn- 
around time after receiving a re- 
quest for a bike rack is two 
months. In this case, it was only 
a couple of weeks, thanks, in 
large part, to the Park Slope 
Civic Council, which noted the 
locations of Schwinns chained 


to trees and Bianchis to lamp- 
posts. A large grouping of 
chained wheels was taken as an 
indicator of bike-rack need. 

Council volunteers, led by 
Lauri Schindler, got request 
forms from the city, secured 
consent from the property own- 
ers and community board, and 
then — phew! — submitted a 
request for 18 bike racks in late 

And voila! As fast as Lance 
Armstrong in a bike lane, a few 
weeks later, the city installed 
those — and 40 more. 

“A big part of [making our 
transportation infrastructure green] 
is giving people ways to get 
around the city that don’t involve 
combustion engines,” said Ben- 
son, who commutes to work on a 
single-speed bicycle. 


Green they may be, but the 
bike racks aren’t always fool- 
proof. As The Brooklyn Paper 
reported in June, in at least one 
instance, thieves ripped a bike 
rack out of the cement along At- 
lantic Avenue in Boemm Hill 
and stole a woman’s red Voodoo 
Hoodoo two-wheeler. 

And there’s another potential 
issue looming. Unlike the Civic 
Council, the city does not routine- 
ly ask adjacent property owners 
for approval of a bike rack — an 
oversight that worries at least one 
community leader. 

I hope that the ones they put 
in won’t meet with objections,” 
said Craig Hammerman, district 
manager of Community 6. “The 
city seems to think it can just in- 
stall bike racks wherever it 
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Hot sheets yield to hot prices 


By Yvonne Juris 


It was Park Slope’s bed and 
breakfast — minus the break- 
fast — and now it’s being 
turned into luxury condos. 

Workers have begun renova- 
tions to the Lincoln Plaza Hotel 


^ Brooklyn’s Best ^ 

HOTEL 

Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 



3218 Emmons Ave. Bklyn, ny Sheepshead bay 

(betw. Coyle & Bragg) E-mail: GM.NY275@choicehotels.com 

^ Fax (718) 368-3963 Tel; (718) 368-3334 ^ 


— a large, 120-year-old Victo- 
rian mansion on Lincoln Place 
that spent most of the 1980s 
and ’90s as a quiet brothel. 

And not everyone is happy 
with the respectable new neigh- 
bor. (Fond reminiscences for a 
former hot sheets motel? Of 
course, this is Park Slope.) 

When it was an hourly rate 
hotel, “it was a dingy place, 
yes, but added a colorful” as- 
pect to the neighborhood, said 
Lincoln Place resident Joshua 
Brown. Like others, Brown said 
he was sorry to see it trans- 
formed into condos that would 
help raise housing prices 
throughout the neighborhood. 

Indeed, several neighbors 


verses 

reverses 

BY LEON FREILICH 


Leon F reilich, the poet lau- 
reate of Park Slope, was so 
excited by the renovations at 
the former Lincoln Plaza Hotel 
that he penned this week's 
poetic offering, "Flesh yields 
to posh": 

The Lincoln Plaza Hotel in 
Park Slope, in the days of its 
full flower. 

Had 26 small rooms it rent- 
ed, for $15 an hour. 

No reservations or luggage 
required in that now-pricey 

Though management res- 
olutely insisted each guest 
bring a companion. 

The couples in the Queen 
Anne manse enjoyed a sound- 
track of glory 

That emanated from next 
door's music conservatory. 

Until four doleful years ago 
when the chandeliers went 
dark 

And well-worn hotsheets 
were withdrawn from this 
amusement lark. 


— what else? — a condomini- 



said that the last thing Park 
Slope needs is more condos. 

“What we need is an upscale 
hotel,” said Warren Fox, anoth- 
er neighbor. 

Even one woman who said 
she was mistreated by the hotel 
staff wished the building could 
have remained as a lodge. 

Jordana Furcht-Rohan re- 
called how she and her ex- 


boyfriend once went to the ho- 
tel to spend the night and were 
treated very “disrespectfully” 
when they asked about the “bed 
and breakfast” service. It didn’t 
take the couple long to see what 
the real deal was. 

Still, “it would have been bet- 
ter if they had turned it into a ho- 
tel, because it’s hard to find a nice 
place for guests and relatives to 
stay nearby,” Furcht-Rohan said. 

A hotel is just not in the cards. 
Developer Louis Greco — best 
known now for his Richard 
Meier-designed On Prospect 
Park project — bought the Lin- 
coln Plaza Hotel this year for 
$5.5 million, intending to make 
$3.5 million in renovations to 
transform its grubby interior into 
10 loft-style units that will be 
ready to occupy next spring. 

Similar apartments in Greco’s 
other loft-style buildings have 
gone for $1,000 per square foot, 
making a standard two-bedroom 
unit cost around $1.5 million. 
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sevelt and his antitrust laws. A 1921 consent decree reduced American 
Sugar’s effective control of the industry from 72 percent to 24 percent. 

H.O. Havemeyer put up a tenacious defense. He popularized the 
Domino brand with its trademark white tablets and convinced Congress 
to support the price of sugar in order to discourage foreign imports. 

H.O. is long gone, but his innovations are still with us, even if they 
have not always had the effect intended by their inventor. Decades of 
price supports, which have kept the price of sugar in the United States 
as high as four or five times the international price, eventually led 
many soft drink and candy makers to switch from cane sugar to high 
fructose com syrup, a sweetener that many health experts blame for to- 
day’s American epidemic of obesity, diabetes and heart disease. 

Price supports have also devastated the economies of sugar-grow- 
ing regions such as the Caribbean. This has had two further effects: 
to cause social and political dismption that has necessitated frequent 
visits by the U.S. military; and to provoke mass immigration, espe- 
cially by Puerto Ricans, who as American citizens have found it 
easy to come to New York to find jobs to replace those lost by the 
willful destruction of the Caribbean sugar industry. 

The irony of this is particularly stark in Williamsburg. Tens of 
thousands of Caribbean immigrants and their descendants have out- 
stayed H.O. Havemeyer ’s mighty Domino sugar refinery, yet are no 
longer needed now that raw sugar imports have dwindled. Indeed, 
the fabled factory itself will soon be converted to thousands of apart- 
ments, mostly luxury. 

Tom Gilbert is a historian and writer who lives in G reenpoint. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 



Traffic mural 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A stop sign with a human face is 
rising over Third Avenue. 

A group of traffic safety activists have 
paired with area teenagers to create a 
memorial mural commemorating three 
children who were killed while crossing 
the busy truck route. 

The figures in the mural are white, 
like the “ghost” bikes that hang on 
lampposts where bicyclists have been 
killed. But unlike the bikes, they are 
huge, monumental representations that 
loom above the street. 

Such a depiction was intentional, 
said lead artist Christopher Cardinale. 

“Cars are much bigger than pedestri- 
ans,” he said. “But the ideal street is 
one where cars, bikers and pedestrians 
are in equal balance. Allowing people 


to see that image is the first step to- 
wards making it reality.” 

James Rice was 4 when he lost his 
life to a speeding Hummer SUV at a 
Baltic Street crosswalk in February. 
Rice was crossing the street with the 
light, obeying all traffic laws. The driv- 
er who killed him received only a tick- 
et for failure to yield. 

Juan Estrada and Victor Hores, both 
fifth graders at PS 124 in Park Slope, 
were fatally struck almost exactly two 
years earlier while crossing the avenue 
at a Ninth Street crosswalk. They were 
also killed while crossing the intersec- 
tion with the light. The driver said that 
he hadn’t noticed them walking. 

The mural, a creation of Transporta- 
tion Alternatives and Groundswell 
Community Mural Ifroject, is an at- 
tempt to remind people of the human 
toll of road carelessness, the artists say. 


puts a face on death 


“Drivers are always trying to beat 
the light,” said muralist Laquon Wheel- 
er, 18. “Hopefully, if they look up and 
see these young kids on the wall, 
they’ll remember to slow down and 
stop driving crazy.” 

After the 2004 deaths of Estrada and 
Flores, the Department of Transporta- 
tion promised $4 million worth of safe- 
ty improvements for Third Avenue. 
Those fixes, known as the Downtown 
Brooklyn Traffic-Calming Plan, were 
never made, according to Transporta- 
tion Alternatives. 

DOT spokesman Ted Timbers said 
this week that construction on the road 
improvements would begin next 

“Included will be sidewalk exten- 
sions that are designed explicitly to 
slow vehicles and reduce risks to 
pedestrians,” Timbers said. 



Three children who were killed in car accidents on busy Third Avenue are alive 
in a mural at the corner of Butler Street. 


Burglars hit 4 apartments and a church 


Applewares, an offshoot of the popular 1 1th Street restaurant, 
Applewood, has opened in the old Otto space on 10th Street, just 
east of Seventh Avenue. The store will sell high-end professional 
cookware for DIY foodies. . . . You know him as your friendly neigh- 
borhood hardware man, but our pal Harry Tarzian has just joined 
the likes of author Jonathan Lethem, former Yankee Jim Bouton, 
actor Steve Buscemi and greatest writer of his generation, 
Jonathan Safran Foer, on the Develop Don't Destroy Brook- 
lyn advisory board. That’s nice, but did you know that Harry is also 
an award-winning photographer? Check out his Brooklyn shots at 
http://www.harrytarzian.com. ... A squad of 10-year-olds from Park 
Slope’s own Brooklyn Bulldogs of the 78th Precinct Youth 
Council baseball league won the summer national championship in 
Myrtle Beach last month. Of course, we saw it coming when pitcher 
Joe Fernando repeatedly struck out our editor, Gersh 
Kuntzman. in a simulated game last September. . . . Our Communi- 
ty Board 14 pal, District Manager Terry Rodie. is retiring after serv- 
ing on the Kensington board for close to 30 years. Her assistant, 
Doris Ortiz, now fills the big shoes. 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

At least four apartments 
and one church were broken 
into — and another church al- 
most broken into — last week 
in a spate of burglaries. Here’s 
a rundown: 

• On Aug. 7, a 41-year-old 
Bergen Street man lost his laptop 
computer, digital projector and 
iPod after a thief or thieves broke 
into his apartment sometime be- 
tween 1 pm and 6 pm, the victim 
told cops. The apartment is be- 
tween Fifth and Hatbush avenues. 

• Also on Aug. 7, a Sterling 
Place church lost a CD player 


and an Epson printer in a 4:30 
pm burglary. The church is be- 
tween Seventh and Flatbush av- 

• On Aug. 8, two perps broke 
into a woman’s Dean Street 
apartment at around 1:30 pm. 
The 26-year-old said the thugs 
moved through the house and 
took a suitcase under her bed 
that contained $400. The apart- 
ment is between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues. 

• On Aug. 9, a thief or thieves 
broke into a Fourth Avenue 
apartment at around 10 pm and 
took three laptop computers val- 
ued at more than $4,000. 

The 22-year-old victim said 


the thugs entered through an un- 
locked rear window in the apart- 
ment, which is at Third Street. 

• On Aug. 10, a 10th Street 
apartment was broken into and 
nearly $2,000 in jewelry was 
swiped, cops said. 

The burglary occurred some- 
time between 8 am and noon, ac- 
cording to the 32-year-old vic- 
tim. The thief or thieves had 
entered through a patio window 
in the building, which is at 
Fourth Avenue. 


A garnet necklace and a dia- 
mond ring were taken. 

• Also on Aug. 10, a Fifth Av- 
enue resident lost a fancy com- 
puter, a video iPod and $1,600 
cash after thieves broke into his 
apartment, which is between 
Warren and Baltic streets, at 
around 3 pm. 

• On Aug. 11, a would-be 
thief tried to break into a Sixth 
Avenue church at around 3:30 
pm, cops said. But a worker at 
the church, which is at Second 
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Street, said the 5-foot-6, 160- 
pound white man left without 
taking anything. 

Shelter in storm 

More than $3,400 was stolen 
from the safe inside an Eighth 
Avenue women’s shelter — and 
the director says that only five 
employees know the combina- 
tion to the lock. 

On Aug. 6, the center’s direc- 
tor told cops that when she 
opened the safe that morning, 
she discovered that $3,480 was 
missing from three “clients’ sav- 
ing envelopes” that had been 
seured in the safe, which is in the 
director’s office on the second 
floor of the building, which is in 
the armory at 14th Street. 

Painful crime 

A man who had just come out 
of the emergency room at New 
York Methodist Hospital was 
wounded again — this time 
when his wallet was swiped 
from his belongings while he re- 
cuperated on Aug. 2. 

The 40-year-old man left the 
ER shortly after noon, but later 
awoke to discover that the wallet 
— which contained credit cards 
and $369 — was gone. 

A week later, a hospital worker 
had her wallet stolen out of the 
pocket of his pants, which had 
been hanging in his office at 
around 9 am. The 41-year-old vic- 
tim lost credit cards, he told cops. 

Screwed 

A man walked off with thou- 
sands of dollars in construction 
equipment on Aug. 6 after a resi- 
dent of a Third Street building let 
him in because she thought he 
was one of the workers. 

The victim told cops that the 
5-foot-8, 180-pound worker 
showed up around 9:15 am at the 
building, which is between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues. Five 
hours later, a cordless drill, two 
nail guns, air compressor and a 
screw gun were gone. 

Total value of the haul was 
$3,504, cops said. 

Cops know the identity of the 

Left overture 

A man who left fancy elec- 
tronic equipment in a package in 
his Eighth Avenue lobby on Aug. 
6 returned a few minutes later to 
find the merchandise gone. 

The 47-year-old victim told 
cops that he’d left his laptop and 
Smart card in his lobby at around 
10 pm, but five minutes later it 
was gone. 

The building is at Union Street 

Lock the bike 

A man who left two unlocked 
bikes in front of a Fourth Avenue 
building on Aug. 8 returned 15 
minutes later to find the wheels 
gone. 

Two Trek bikes — each val- 
ued at $1,000 — were taken 
from in front of the building, 
which is at Douglass Street, in 
the 7 pm crime. 

The victim lives on Avenue C 
in Manhattan, where, apparently, 
you can leave a fancy mountain 
bike unlocked. 

Prayer rob 

A 72-year-old woman had her 
purse stolen while she was inside 
an Eighth Avenue church on 
Aug. 10. 

The woman told cops that her 
bag had been on the floor of the 
church, which is between Sixth 
and Seventh streets, at around 
9:45 am. 

Five minutes later, the bag — 
which contained glasses, credit 
cards and a $10 MetroCard — 
was gone. 

Wheel watch 

At least two cars — both fan- 
cy — were stolen off Park Slope 
streets on Aug. 10. 

The first car, a 1995 Mercedes 
Benz, had been parked on Eighth 
Street between Third and Fourth 
avenues at around 6 pm. When its 
owner returned from work eight 
hours later, the only thing in the 
spot was someone else’s car. 

Later that day, a 1997 BMW 
was swiped from a spot near the 
comer of Sixth Avenue and First 
Street. The owner told cops that 
he had parked the car at around 10 
pm. Three hours later, it was gone. 

Purse purloined 

If there is one basic rule of 
shopping, it is this: always take 
your purse or wallet after com- 
pleting the transaction. 

One Staten Island woman 
learned that lesson the hard way 
on Aug. 11 when she lost $120 
and various credit cards after 
leaving her handbag at a Fifth 
Avenue department store. 

The woman told cops that 
she’d finished making her pur- 
chases at around 4:45 pm and 


walked out of the store, which is 
between Ninth and 10th streets, 
without the purse. 

Cops said the video surveil- 
lance tape shows the next cus- 
tomer on line paying for her pur- 
chases by using money from the 
victim’s handbag. 

Bank robbed 

A Fifth Avenue bank branch 
was robbed on Aug. 11 after a 
short man slipped a note to the 
teller at around 2:10 pm, cops said 

Very tittle description is avail- 
able on the 5-foot-5 thief, who 
was wearing a blue cap. Cops 
would not even release the 
amount of money he stole from 
the back, which is at Ninth Street 

Bicycle thief 

A thief riding a bicycle 
swiped the purse off a woman’s 
shoulder on Aug. 11, but hours 
later was arrested with the purse 
in his possession, cops said. 

The woman told police that she 
had been walking near the comer 
of Eighth Avenue and 1 1th Street 
at around 4:20 pm when the 48- 
year-old thug rolled up on his bi- 
cycle and grabbed the purse. 

He was arrested on Third Av- 
enue and 10th Street, cops said. 

Garbage out 

A perp tried the old “garbage 
can” trick at a popular Second 
Avenue hardware store on Aug. 
12, using the self-service check- 
out counter to pay for a garbage 
can, but trying to walk out with 
more than $1,000 in merchan- 
dise inside the can. 

A security guard quickly in- 
tervened and held the 39-year- 
old man until cops could arrive. 

The man had filled the 
garbage can with various pieces 
of hardware, including a shower 
spigot and kitchen accessories. 
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Tornado brings 
out the best 


YELLOW 

HOOKER 



Matthew Lysiak 


S ometimes government can 
work. That was the rare con- 
clusion of this columnist, 
whose libertarian politics range 
somewhere in that tight anti-gov- 
ernment space between Frederic 
Bastiat and Milton Friedman. But 
after the remarkably quick and 
efficient response by our local 
government officials in the wake 
of last Wednesday’s tornado, 
even I have to tip my hat. 

It wasn’t easy. Yellow Hooker is 
naturally cynical of people decid- 
ing what I should eat, smoke and 
how to spend my paycheck (damn those never-ending Ratner 
subsidies!), never mind entrusting the same people who gave us 
the Department of Motor Vehicles with protecting me in a time 
of crisis (one word: FEMA). 

Still, local officials deserve credit for an organized and well 
implemented plan in quickly getting Bay Ridge back on its feet 
and minimizing the effect of the first tornado to touch down in 
Brooklyn in over a century. 

In short, it was an example of government at its best — at a 
time when the community was most in need. After all. Bay 
Ridge was hit by a tornado! 

The rare twister that ripped through our community came 
like a thief in the morning. 

Residents were awakened between 5:30 and 6 am by the 
sound of car alarms, thunder, and trees crashing down to the 
ground as the powerful wind attacked. 

Tornadoes have hit New York City before, but not often. The 
National Weather Service had records of at least five, but none 
was as strong as Wednesday’s twister, which had winds as high 
as 135 mph. The last re- 
ported tornado sighting in 
Brooklyn was in ’89 — 
1889, that is. 

Given that roofs were 
ripped off houses and trees 
were flying all over the place, 
you’d think residents would 
be in a state of sheer panic. 
But actually, they weren’t. 
Most residents could be 
found calmly waiting for 
emergency personnel t 

to-door to check c 
neighbors, while others wait- 
ed next to their smashed-up 
cars in their housecoats and robes drinking their coffee. 

Perhaps residents knew something about local emergency 
crews that this columnist did not. It was a thing of beauty. 

Fire trucks and police cars immediately arrived at the hard- 
est-hit spots. 

Workers were in a state of constant motion, first making sure 
people were safe, then clearing debris and directing traffic. A 
full-blown symphony was taking place right before my eyes 
with the entire community in full harmony. 

By 2 pm, almost all the streets were cleared and life in Bay 
Ridge was beginning to have a feel of normalcy again. 

Of course, for residents who no longer have a roof to sleep 
under, it may take some time before normalcy really takes hold, 
but Bay Ridge was quickly back in business. 

At the risk of losing some of my libertarian street cred, this 
columnist must admit a newfound confidence in those commis- 
sars of local government. 

But then again, I didn’t have to use public transportation that 
morning. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

The Red Cross is now accepting donations for those in need 
after last Wednesday’s tornado. Stop by Councilman Vince 
Gentile’s office, located at 8703 Third Ave., for more info. . . . 
Take comfort, women. Rep. Vito Fossella (R-Bay Ridge) 
called on the Japanese government to apologize to the 200,000 
“comfort women” who were forced into sexual slavery by the 
Japanese Army in the 1930s and ’40s. . . . Our pal Chiu Tran 
was just named to the Dean’s List at SUNY Binghamton. . . . 
So, you think you can dance? Check out the guy in the wheel- 
chair. Local legend Carmine Santa Maria may find it hard 
to walk, but that hasn’t stopped him from his work as a dance 
instructor. “I can’t walk too well, but I know how to teach it,” 
said Santa Maria. For more info, call (718) 946-0234. ... The 
Brooklyn Chapter of the American Institute of Archi- 
tects is helping homeowners whose properties were damaged in 
last week’s tornado to find architects to do the repairs. Call (718) 
259-0070. But before doing any work, get a permit from the De- 
partment of Buildings, which can be reached at (718) 802-4035. 
. . . State Sen. Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge) hosted a public 
hearing at Fort Hamilton Army base on Wednesday to dis- 
cuss local homeland security issues, such as the safety of the 
Buckeye jet fuel pipeline that runs through the neighborhood. 
Community Board 10 Chairman Dean Rasinya was also 
there. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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FEMA inspects damage 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Five days after an extremely rare torna- 
do caused millions of dollars of damage in 
Bay Ridge, officials from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency — you 
remember them from Hurricane Katrina 
— surveyed the area to determine if some 
residents are eligible for federal aid. 

But the agency made no promises. 

“They looked at the damage and told us 
we make a good case for assistance,” said 
Carole Marlines, who works at the badly 
damaged Fourth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, at 67th Street, which got a visit 
from FEMA inspectors at around noon on 
Monday. 

The church lost of its historic stained- 
glass windows, including a 25-foot-tall re- 
ligious scene installed in 1951, to the tor- 
nado’s 136-mile-per-hour gusts, which 
touched down around the comer of 67th 
Street and Fourth Avenue last Wednesday at 
around 5:30 am and damaged 100 cars and 
60 homes — half of which suffered serious 
structural damage, according to state Sen. 
Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge). 

FEMA spokeswoman Kristina Simpson 
made it clear that none of the inspectors, 
who went door-to-door at one point, was 
toting a checkbook. 

“This is the gathering of information,” 
said Simpson. “When walking up and down 
the streets and talking to folks here, the 
thing that became clear is there was all this 
confusion about whether they should call 
FEMA. The answer is no. The first step they 
need to take is call their insurance compa- 

Many cheered the federal officials, but 
some thought their fact-finding mission 
needed a bit more, how you say, cash. 

“Insurance is only going to give so 


This block of Bay Ridge Avenue, between Third and Fourth avenues, shows the 
aftermath of the tornado that hit Bay Ridge last week. 


much,” said John Quaglione, a Golden aide. 
“We’re hoping the federal government does 
intervene to give financial assistance to 
homeowners and car owners.” 

Others blasted the federal bureaucracy 
for moving too slowly. 

“This is ridiculous that help is so slow to 
come,” said Hassan Hakmoun, who was 
busy moving his relatives out of their house 
at 339 Bay Ridge Ave. “They’ll be fine stay- 
ing with me, but there are a lot of families 
who may not be so fortunate.” 


Hakmoun said that his relatives, a family 
of eight, had received only $120 for food 
from the American Red Cross. He thinks the 
problem is red tape. 

“We try to call people but we keep get- 
ting rerouted and it is hard to find anyone 
who really knows what is going on,” Hak- 
moun added. “We all pay our taxes, but the 
government doesn’t like giving it up.” 

New York State's Insurance Department has 
set up a disaster hotline. Cali (800) 339-1759. 


Flotilla with a message 

Boaters protest waste-transfer station 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Almost 232 years to the day 
after the British crossed The 
Narrows and began “the Battle 
of Brooklyn,” another flotilla 
— albeit smaller — declared 
war on a proposed waste-trans- 
fer station in Gravesend. 

“We are here to protest by 
land and by sea,” said Assembly- 
man William Colton (D-Ben- 
sonhurst) at last Saturday’s 
boat-bome battle. “The flotilla 
is an innovative protest that has 
remarkably pulled together all 
of the concerned parties that 
will be gravely affected by the 
construction and operation of a 
waste dump in Bensonhurst.” 

The transfer station would be 
located at the Marine Basin 
Marina, on Shore Parkway at 
the foot of 26th Avenue. 

About 40 boaters, many 
hoisting banners bashing the 
transfer station, participated in 
the flotilla, sailing along 



A flotilla of boats hit the water last weekend to protest a pro- 
posed waste-transfer station in Gravesend. 


dren,” said Assemblyman Alec mayor’s 


plan, which was passed by the 
City Council and now must be 
approved by the state Depart- 
ment of Environmental Con- 
servation. 

To construct the marine 
transfer station, Gravesend Bay 
would have to be dredged to 
permit bigger barges. Protesters 
say such dredging would re- 
lease lead, PCBs, mercury, tox- 
ic ash and other contaminants 
into the water, spoiling boating 
and fishing in the bay. 

But the Sanitation Depart- 
ment, which would operate the 
new facility, has said that the 
construction would be safe and 
that safeguards are in place to 
prevent odor. 

But the city argument isn’t 
swaying activists who are de- 
termined to hold their ground, 
even if it means waging their 
own Battle of Brooklyn. 

“There will be no surrender 
and no retreat,” said Colton. 
“We are in this for the long 
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Golf tournament honors soldier 



By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Police Commissioner Ray Kel- 
ly will be there in the flesh, but 
the real hero will be in everyone’s 
memories. 

Bay Ridge’s Marine Captain 
John McKenna, 30, who died in 


Iraq after being shot while coming 
to the aid of fallen comrade — and 
fellow Brooklynite — Lance Cpl. 
Michael Glover, will be honored 
with a charity golf tournament on 
Sept. 24. 

McKenna sustained the fatal gun- 
shot wound on Aug. 16 while con- 
ducting combat operations in Anbar 


province — Iraq’s Wild Wild West. 

McKenna, the highest ranked 
Iraq War casualty in Brooklyn, was 
awarded the Silver Star for “gal- 
lantry in action against an enemy of 
the United States.” 

He had already served one tour 
in Iraq, joining the invasion at the 
very start. After a yearlong stint in 


the state police, he returned to ac- 
tive duty in Iraq, unable to sit idly 
by as more and more young men 
died. 

“Without question, John is a true 
hero,” said Gov. Elliot Spitzer. “He 
courageously gave his life in service 
of others.” 

All proceeds of the tournament 


will support the Injured Marine 
Semper Fi Fund, the NYS Trooper 
Foundation and the NYPD/NYFD 
Widows and Orphans Fund. 

“This is a young man who didn’t 
have to go back to war — it was his 
choice to honor his country,” said 
family friend and charity organizer Ed 
Schloeman. “It was an honor to know 


a man of such outstanding character 
as Marine Captain John McKenna.” 
The Captain John J. McKenna IV 
and L/Cpl Michael D. Glover 1st An- 
nual Golf Tournament mill be held 
on Sept. 24 at the Richmond County 
Country Club (135 Flagg PI., in Stat- 
en Island). For information, call (718) 
436-0021. 


Stabbing haunts 
Club Shadows 


Breaks into kitchen, 
steals $1,000 knife 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A man was stabbed outside of Club Shad- 
ows, the embattled Fourth Avenue nightclub, 
on Aug. 10, police said. 

The victim told cops that he was standing 
alone when two unfamiliar men approached 
him at 3 am. At some point, an argument began 
and one of the men pulled a knife and stabbed 
the 24-year-old in the chest. 

The thugs fled, and the wounded club-hop- 
per was treated and released at Maimonides 
Medical Center in nearby Borough Park. 

The violent incident at the doorstep of the 
controversial club comes after a lune 5 fight at 
the establishment — and both incidents could 
damage the bar’s chance of retaining its liquor 
license amid ongoing negotiations with the 
State Liquor Authority over other charges. 

“Any time the police have to be called and 
there is violence, the board takes it very serious- 
ly,” said Bill Crowley, a spokesman for the 
State Liquor Authority. “A business with a 


liquor license is expected to maintain control 
over its property.” 

The June 5 fight occurred as Shadows own- 
ers were trying to settle earlier SLA charges — 
including a serious count of not having a proper 
liquor license. 

The latest charges — stemming from the vi- 
olent incidents — are separate matters, which 
mean two more trials, Crowley said. 

Club Shadows, which is between 90th and 
91st streets, got on the community radar screen 
last November, when a sign featuring the sil- 
houette of a curvy woman was installed. The 
sign also promised “exotic dancers” at the Nov. 
30 opening. 

The strippers never materialized, but the 
troubles were only beginning. 

Councilman Vince Gentile (D-Bay Ridge) 
brought SLA inspectors to the opening, and the 
agency hit Club Shadows with the four original 
violanons. 

Shadows lawyer William Spanakos could not 
be reached for comment. 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Matthew Lysiak 
and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 


68th Precinct 


This must be one nice 
kitchen. 

A thief with a taste for fine 
cutlery broke into a Third Av- 
enue restaurant and made off 
with some change and one ex- 
pensive knife on Aug. 11 . 

An employee discovered the 
robbery shortly after he opened 
the doors at 1 pm and noticed 
an exhaust fan in the kitchen 
had been pushed in to create a 
hole through which the perp 
crawed into the restaurant, 
which is near 93rd Street. 

Further inspection revealed 
the register opened and $100 in 


change missing. But the biggest 
loss was the high-end knife, 
which was valued at $1,000, 
cops said. 

Brooklyn cell 

A gang of five mugged a 19- 
year-old-man for his iPod and 
phone as he walked on 11th Av- 
enue on Aug. 10. 

The victim told police that he 
was near the comer of 78th 
Street at 12:35 am when the 
quintet approached him and de- 
manded his phone. 

The men didn’t wait for the 
phone to be handed over, grab- 
bing it, plus the man’s iPod, be- 
fore fleeing on 78th Street. 


Brutal mug 

A man was beaten in the face 
and robbed on Fort Hamilton 
Parkway on August 10. 

The 53-year-old victim was 
walking near 79th Street at 8: 15 
pm when he was blind-sided by 
a punch in the head followed by 
a swift kick to the face. The 
thug then stole $240 out of the 
victim’s pocket before fleeing in 
an unknown direction on foot, 
according to police. 

Violent beating 

A man was violently beaten 
and robbed on 85th Street on 
Aug. 12. 
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Crime drops 


The 68th Precinct, which covers Bay Ridge and Dyker 
Heights, has seen a large drop in crime this year. Here's 
a snapshot crimes committed through Aug. 12 com- 

pared to the same period last year. 

Source : NYPD 

CATEGORY 

2007 

2006 

% chg 

MURDER 

2 

1 

100 

RAPE 

6 

3 

100 

ROBBERY 

65 

77 

-15.5 

ASSAULT 

70 

85 

-17.6 

BURGLARY 

182 

212 

-14.1 

GRAND LARCENY 

249 

291 

-14.4 

CAR THEFT 

127 

149 

-14.7 


The 52-year-old victim was 
punched in the back of the neck 
while walking near Seventh Av- 
enue shortly before 4 pm. Once 
the man fell to the ground, the 
thug then punched him in the 
face several more times before 
stealing his wallet and fleeing in 
an unknown direction on foot, 
according to cops. 

Fortunately, the wallet had no 


62nd Precinct 


Wallet fumble 

A man’s wallet was swiped 
by a thief with chutzpah on 65th 
Street, near 24th Avenue, on 
Aug. 11. 

The 49-year-old victim didn’t 
realize his wallet, which con- 
tained $150 and his credit and 
debit cards, was gone until after 
the thief had fled. 

But this wasn’t the end of fi- 
asco. Moments later, the victim 
received a phone call from the 
thief asking for his ATM code 
— which he foolishly gave to 
the perp, police said. 

With the new information, 
the sneaky thug managed to 
make two purchases with the 
cards before the victim could 
cancel them. 

Cuisine steal 

An 86th Street restaurant was 
robbed by sneaky thieves who 
broke through a sliding door 
and stole more than $700 on 
Aug. 10, police said. 

The eatery, which is near 
23rd Avenue, was broken into at 
around 4 am. The thugs fled the 
store before cops arrived, but 
unfortunately for them it was all 
caught on video surveillance. 

Daytime burg 

A woman returned to her 
West Sixth Street apartment to 
find that thugs had broken in, 
ransacked the place and stole 


her property on Aug. 8. 

The 21 -year-old came back 
to her home, which is near Av- 
enue O, at around 5:30 pm. 
While she was away at work, 
the thieves managed bust open 
her front door and steal $5,000 
in electronics, cash and jewelry, 
police said. 

Cash and carry 

A man told cops that 
$100,000 - in cash! - was 
stolen out of a safe in his Bay 
32nd Street apartment on Aug. 8. 

The 37-year-old left his 
home, which is near 86th Street, 
at around 5:30 am, and returned 
to find that thieves had ran- 
sacked the apartment and stolen 
his prized safe, which contained 
$100,000, and jewelry, he told 

Biking blues 

A 24-year-old who had his 
bike stolen by three thugs in a 
19th Avenue park, later helped 
cops nab the trio on Aug. 7. 

The bike swipe occurred 
within the park, which is near 
80th Street, at around 12:25 pm. 
The group of thugs surrounded 
victim and swiped his blue 
mountain bike. 

With the help of the victim, 
police caught the trio a couple 
of blocks down from the play- 
ground, and returned the bike to 
its rightful owner. 

Workout woes 

A man had his wallet stolen 
on Aug. 7 as he worked out in 
an 86th Street gym that is a well 
known to Police Blotter readers 
as a frequent crime scene. 

The 45-year-old man fin- 
ished his workout at the gym, 
which is near 19th Avenue, at 
around 6:40 pm to find his wal- 
let missing from his locker. 

The thieves took $150, and 
charged more than $76 on his 
credit cards, police said. 



The Great Wall Supermarket on Fort Hamilton Parkway. 


'Great' stench still 
vexes neighbors 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

This great wall needs more 
mending. 

Last month, Great Wall Su- 
permarket on Fort Hamilton 
Parkway near 67th Street 
agreed to remedy community 
concerns about trash, traffic 
and noise — but two weeks 
later, the situation still stinks, 
according to neighbors. 

The grocer did address some 
of the problems, like silencing 
the beeping forklifts and getting 
rid of some of the produce bins, 
but residents say the issues of 
traffic and stench still lurk. 

“Efforts have been made,” 
said resident Nina Batiato. 
“But the garbage maintenance, 
traffic and smell remain a seri- 
ous problem.” 

The trouble began in lune, 
shortly after the Chinese mar- 
ket opened and began selling 
fish and produce on the side- 


walk. The smell of the seafood, 
combined with the garbage 
from the grocer, caused a 
stench that permeated the sur- 
rounding blocks. The noise of 
the air conditioner and traffic 
problems caused by deliveries 
also irked residents. 

Locals quickly mobilized a 
petition drive and took then- 
case to Community Board 10, 
where they hammered out an 
agreement with the supermar- 
ket, which agreed to change its 
smelly ways, according to 
Dana Beecher, who is repre- 
senting Great Wall. 

Despite the neighbors’ ongo- 
ing complaints, the market in- 
sists it is doing what it can, and 
at the end of the day believes it 
will come out smelling like 
roses, according to Beecher. 

“We are not going to fault 
residents,” said Beecher. “There 
are still a lot of loose ends that 
need to be tied up, but this is a 
work in progress.” 







Sugar story’s 
grand finale 



Tom Gilbert 


I n two earlier columns, we told the story 
of the how the Havemeyer family pro- 
duced a series of cunning businessmen 
who built a small family sugar company 
into one of America’s — and the world’s 
— great fortunes. 

The most ruthless Havemeyer male of 
them all was the “Sugar King,” H.O. 

Havemeyer, who from his East River wa- 
terfront throne ruled a vast empire that ex- 
ploited workers from the Caribbean to 
Asia; inflated sugar prices across the U.S.; 
and wielded enough political influence to 
instigate the Spanish-American War. 

The family had another side — a patri- 
cian, philanthropic, politically progressive 
side. A prime exemplar of these qualities 
was Louisine Elder Havemeyer, also 
known as Mrs. H.O. Havemeyer. 

The union of H.O. and Louisine took place in the context of an inbred family sit- 
uation typical of the American WASP elite. The Elders and the Havemeyers were 
New York sugar families that performed a complicated merger both at the altar and 
in the boardroom. From age 15, H.O. was raised by Louisine’s parents and later 
married Louisine’s aunt. H.O.’s older sister married Louisine’s uncle. Finally, in 
1883 H.O. divorced his first wife and married her much younger niece, Louisine. 

Louisine and H.O. complimented each other. Running what at the time was a 
vast legal monopoly — the American Sugar Refining Company — H.O. perfected 
the art of making boadoads of money. Louisine perfected the ait of spending it 
Traveling to France as a young woman, Louisine befriended the American 
Impressionist painter Mary Cassatt. One day, the pair spotted a pastel for sale 
by the then-unknown Edgar Degas; at Mary’s urging, Louisine bought it for 
500 francs, or about $100. Degas wrote her a thank you note, telling her how 
badly he needed the money. (The same pastel was sold by Louisine’s grandson 
in 1965 for $410,000.) 

This was the beginning of a productive partnership. As Louisine later said, 
“Miss Cassatt was ever ready to recommend, Mr. Havemeyer to buy, and I to 
find a place for, the pictures in our gallery.” 

Throughout the first two decades of the 20th century, the Havemeyers as 
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ures with the same aggressive- 
ness that he employed in 
swallowing up business com- 
petitors, H.O. became furious 
when the Italian government 
prevented him from exporting 
Botticelli’s Birth of Venus. 
Nevertheless, besides numer- 
ous Degas, the pair was able 
to buy hundreds, if not thou- 
sands, of works by Veronese, 
Rubens, Rembrandt, El Gre- 
co, Goya, Corot, Cezanne, 
Renoir, Monet and Manet 
The Havemeyer’s Roman- 
esque mansion at Fifth Av- 
enue and 66th street put the 
best of America’s public art 
museums to shame. 

Mrs. Havemeyer’s pas- 
sions also extended to radical 
politics. She bankrolled the 
women’s suffrage movement, giving fiery speeches enlivened by an automated 
model of the Mayflower covered with strings of electric light bulbs. She was 
even arrested trying to bum an effigy of President Wilson during a demonstration 
on the White House lawn. Refusing to pay a $5 fine, she spent three days in jail. 

Meanwhile, back at the plantation, H.O. and the Sugar Tmst were dealt a se- 
ries of business reversals at the hands of Teddy Roosevelt and his antitrust laws. 
A 1921 consent decree reduced American Sugar’s effective control of the in- 
dustry from 72 percent to 24 percent. 

H.O. Havemeyer put up a tenacious defense. He popularized the Domino 
brand with its trademark white tablets and convinced Congress to support the 
price of sugar in order to discourage foreign imports. 

H.O. is long gone, but his innovations ate still with us, even if they have not al- 
ways had the effect intended by their inventor. Decades of price supports, which 
have kept the price of sugar in the United States as high as four or five times the 
international price, eventually led many soft drink and candy makers to switch 
from cane sugar to high fructose com syrup, a sweetener that many health experts 
blame for today’s American epidemic of obesity, diabetes and heart disease. 

Price supports have also devastated the economies of sugar-growing regions 
such as the Caribbean. This has had two further effects: to cause social and po- 
litical disruption that has necessitated frequent visits by the U.S. military; and 
to provoke mass immigration, especially by Puerto Ricans, who as American 
citizens have found it easy to come to New York to find jobs to replace those 
lost by the willful destruction of the Caribbean sugar industry. 

The irony of this is particularly stark in Williamsburg. Tens of thousands of 
Caribbean immigrants and their descendants have outstayed H.O. Havemeyer’s 
mighty Domino sugar refinery, yet are no longer needed now that raw sugar 
imports have dwindled. Indeed, the fabled factory itself will soon be converted 
to thousands of apartments, mostly luxury. 

The story of Louisine Havemeyer ends with a staggering act of philanthropy 
and humility. When she died at 73 in 1929, she left more than 1,000 paintings 
and sculptures to the Metropolitan Museum of Art. The Havemeyer collection 
remains the biggest single part of the Met. Unlike most benefactors, however, 
Louisine gave her gift with no requirements that her name be attached or that 
the works be exhibited in a certain way. 

“I have made very few stipulations in my will in regard to the placing or care 
of the collection because I believe there are those who are as intelligent and as 
interested as I in the care and conservation of a valuable gift,” she wrote. 

In the words of art critic Michael Kimmelman, “One of the ultimate tributes 
that can be paid to Louisine and Henry Osborne Havemeyer is that very few of 
the Metropolitan’s visitors today have a clue as to who they were.” 

Tom Gilbert is a historian and writer who lives in Greenpoint. 
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In Bushwick, life isn’t for the dogs 

Dirty streets among the problems faced by pet owners 


By Chris Cascarano 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Pet owners who see the 
backyards and quiet residen- 
tial streets of east Williams- 
burg and Bushwick as a dog- 
gie heaven might want to 
think again. 

Many newcomers to the 
quickly gentrifying neighbor- 
hoods are finding that life 
there can be difficult for their 
furry friends. 

Their litany of complaints, 
which includes the preponder- 
ance of indigenous fighting 
dogs and dangerous waste on 
the streets with heavy truck 
traffic, have been discussed t 
at the blog bushwickbk.com. 

“I moved here because the 
apartments were perfect for 
pets,” said Matt Lardie, who 
relocated from Arizona. “But 
the neighborhood is just not 
safe for dogs.” 

To some newcomers, the 
“fighting dogs” — mostly pit 
bulls — are the biggest threat. 

“There is a lot of dog fight- 
ing in Bushwick,” said Jamison 
Brosseau, who claimed to have 
adopted a fighting dog he found 
left for dead on a nearby street. 

“If you walk your dog by 
one of the dogs trained to fight, 
they will attack it,” he said. 

To help solve the problem, 
Lardie is seeking a fenced-off 



Matt Magee attempts to coral a stray dog on Ingrham Street near Morgan Avenue in Bushwick. 


dog run in nearby Maria Her- 
nandez Park. 

The run would help keep 
dogs off the garbage-cluttered 
streets in the neighborhoods. 

“There are chicken bones all 
over the street,” said Lardie. 
“And they can splinter in dogs 
throats if they try to eat them” 

Other residents fear their 
dogs may be exposed to the 
dirty water that flood the gut- 
ters, which they say can include 
runoff from small steel shops. 

“Ugly red-colored water 
pours down the gutter and my 
dog always wants to drink it,” 
said one dog owner who did- 
n’t want to give his name. 
“It’s red-colored and I don’t 

Industry in the neighbor- 
hood brings an abundance of 
tracks, which pose another 
threat to dogs. 

“A [stray] dog wandering 
around here will just get hit 
by a track,” said Matt Magee, 
who found a bread-loaf sized 
dog among the factories on 
Tuesday. 

“I’ve done this a bunch of 
times,” said Magee as he stood 
at the comer of Bogart and 
Grattan streets with the tired, 
scared dog in a duffel bag while 
he searched for its owner. 

“I just can’t leave a dog 
out here,” he said. “This just 
isn’t a safe place for dogs.” 


City’s racking up bikes on Bedford Ave. 



By Chris O’Connell 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Hipsters with bikes commuting from 
Williamsburg into Manhattan have a hassle- 
free ride to look forward to — if everything 
goes as planned. 

In an effort to eliminate automobile conges- 
tion and provide Bedford Avenue station- 
boarding L train riders a safe place to leave 
their bikes for eight-plus hours a day, the De- 
partment of Transportation has installed nine 
new bike racks outside what Deputy Press 
Secretary for the DOT Chris Gilbride refers to 
as the “mass transit hub of Williamsburg.” 

Gilbride says that the main reason for the 
new racks is to discourage commuters from 
North Brooklyn to Manhattan from driving 
their cars to the subway. 

“This is the first time we’ve removed car 
space to accommodate bike parking in New 
York City,” he said. “Anyone who has been to 
Williamsburg knows that this is important, as 
cycling is booming in the neighborhood.” 

The initiative, part of the City Racks Pro- 
gram —which has installed 690 new bike 
racks in Brooklyn since 1996 — will, depend- 
ing on who you ask, accommodate 30 extra 
cyclists or merely create a target for bike 
thieves in the neighborhood. 

Some riders, like Greenpoint-dwelling 
graphic designer Benjamin Running, applaud 


the city’s actions, saying, “I rarely rode my 
bike to the Bedford stop before the new racks 
were installed because there was rarely space 
available for bike parking. Every sign post, 
street light, fence and whatever else had bikes 
locked to it.” 

He said the new racks raised awareness of 
the increased bike congestion at Bedford Av- 

“Abandoned bikes had built up over time, 
so many of the available spots were kind of 
permanently occupied,” says Running. “There 
were also several raids where police removed 
locked bikes with no notice. This was not a 
friendly environment for locking your bike.” 

However, several bike-to-L regulars, like 
Greenpoint writer/activist Chris Thomasm, say 
that this increased attention to the locked-up 
bikes has already turned negative. 

“At first I was pretty excited about the new 
racks at Bedford,” he said. “Then last week as 
I was locking it up there, a girl walked over 
and told me her bike had just been stolen from 
that exact bike rack the night before. She just 
stared at me until I was spooked into biking to 
Lorimer Street station and locking it in front of 
the nice, safe pizzeria.” 

Craig Murphey, a south Williamsburg resi- 
dent, often rides his bike all the way to 
Harlem, where he works as an Anti-Hunger 
Community Organizer. Like Thomas, he 
rarely utilizes the new racks, as he feels that 


there aren’t enough to accommodate the 
plethora of new riders. 

“It’s still a pain to find a nearby spot to lock 
up,” said Murphey. 

“It seems like there are certainly more bikes 
locked up around there these days, which to 
me means that the demand is still exceeding 
the supply and they should really work on 
that.” 

While reactions to the bike racks have been 
both positive and negative, the Department of 
Transportation views the racks as an integral 
part of PlaNY C 2030, an initiative unveiled by 


Mayor Bloomberg on Earth Day that is zero- 
ing in on cycling as a major solution to envi- 
ronmental concerns in the city. 

In addition to the racks, which can be re- 
quested in any other neighborhood by dialing 
311 and filing a report, the city also has a 
three-year bike lane expansion plan underway 
as well as the inception of the official NYC 
bike helmet, which has been distributed for 
free to over 3000 city bikers this year. 

However, getting Williamsburg hipsters to 
muss up their deliberate coifs will be an entire- 
ly different, arduous task in itself. 


IMSK ‘fflD gEISKDQBi 


Carpets & Rugs 
Shelves / Storage / Closet 
.Wall Clocks & Mirrors 



AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES 


85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 243-0844 
Subway: A, C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 • fflSW® 

Over 30 Years in Business 
Featuring Home Delivery within Brooklyn 








:m g) 4 nbz 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


August 18, 2007 






an ditmoy 

tos sec/ r c ^ p 

7,vi<'0 ^ 


• icHot yo 




Deflated! Viagra maker pulls out of Brooklyn 


Fewer burgs in Williamsburg 


Police notch 50-percent drop in neighborhood burglaries 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

If you’re feeling safer in Williams- 
burg, there may be a good reason: Just- 
released crime statistics show that bur- 
glaries are down 50 percent. 

Between Jan. 1 and Aug. 12, there were 
191 burglaries in the confines of 
Williamsburg’s 90th Precinct — down 
from 380 over the same period last year. 

All major crimes are down this year — 
robberies are down 7. 1 percent, grand lar- 
ceny is down 12.9 percent and car theft is 
down 17.2 percent — but no category saw 


as dramatic a free fall as burglary. 

Like any good precinct commander, 
Deputy Inspector John Corbisiero credited 
his officers — specifically citing crime 
prevention officer Thomas Brown — for 
doing the hard work of pounding the 
pavement throughout Williamsburg and 
Bushwick. 

“They go out there and teach the com- 
munity about how to avoid becoming a 
crime victim,” Corbisiero told The Brook- 
lyn Paper. “It could be as simple as re- 
membering not to leave your laptop sitting 
next to a window.” 

Williamsburg’s changing population 


was initially a challenge for the 90th 
Precinct, but “the hipsters” (as Corbisiero 
referred to the newcomers) now see the 
importance of working closely with cops. 

Brown, for example, visits all new 
buildings in the precinct, both while they 
are under construction (to prevent job site 
crime) and after new tenants move in (to 
let residents know how to prevent and 
prosecute crime). 

“I work with the assistant district attor- 
ney on every case because we want to see 
these guys off the street for a long time — 
which reduces crime, too,” Corbisiero 


Brown alert! Con Ed cuts power 


By Rachel Corbett 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The sun came out after last Wednesday’s storm, but things 
were still dim for some people living and working in Greenpoint 
and other parts of North Brooklyn. Con Edison instituted a 
brownout in Williamsburg, Greenpoint, Clinton Hill, and part of 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, reducing voltage by 5 percent after heat and 
humidity burned out three feeder cables. 

The brownout did not cause customers to lose power, but the di- 
minished service frustrated many. 

“I started to think I needed a new fridge because the milk went 
bad,” said Greenpoint resident Celia Montez. “And I don’t have a 
new TV or anything, but it took a while for it to build up the juice. 
It was like the picture was slow to come on the screen.” 

Con Ed called some customers, asking them to stop using air 
conditioners and other high-energy appliances during the brownout. 
But Montez said she had no idea what was happening. 

The lights flickered that day at Maria’s Coffee Shop, a bakery and 
diner on Manhattan Avenue and Meserole Street, according to owner 
Maria Savino. Savino said she tries to keep the doors open and use fans 
instead of the air conditioner, but that it can be bad for business. 

“People are always coming in here saying, ‘Maria, Maria, it’s too 
hot in here! ’ ” she said. “Con Ed’s excuse is that it’s summertime. 
Because it’s summer, I’m not supposed to turn the air on.” 

Many of the 87,000 residents in the brownout area did not notice 
a difference and Community Board 1 said it did not hear any com- 
plaints. But after the Queens blackout last year, when more than 
100,000 people lost power for 10 days, some North Brooklynites 
wonder if their rapidly growing community could be next. 

“People panicked when that happened,” said Dorothy Stepnowska, a 
27-year-old dental office assistant living in Greenpoint. “But that does- 
n’t stop some people [from] using $500 a month worth of electricity.” 
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Con Ed spokesman Robert McGee said there is no reason 
that the company would be unable to keep up with the com- 
munity’s power demands in the future, but added: “Whenever 
you have extreme heat and humidity there’s always a chance 
there could be some service reduction.” 


Big drop in crime 

The 90th Precinct, which covers Williamsburg and Bush- 
wick, has seen a large drop in crime this year. Here's a 
snapshot crimes committed through Aug. 12 com- 
pared to the same period last year. Source: NYPD 

CATEGORY 

2007 

2006 

% chg 

MURDER 

1 

3 

-66.6 

RAPE 

8 

17 

-52.9 

ROBBERY 

235 

253 

-7.1 

ASSAULT 

117 

123 

-4.8 

BURGLARY 

191 

380 

-49.7 

GRAND LARCENY 

289 

332 

-12.9 

CAR THEFT 

125 

151 

-17.2 
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By Chris Cascarano 
and Ariella Cohen 

>r The Brooklyn Paper 


A 21 -year-old woman lost 
more than $1,000 in an online 
housing scam. 

In mid-July, the woman 
arranged to sublet an apartment 
on Henry Street between Pineap- 
ple and Clark streets from a man 
she met online, and mailed the 
man a check for $ 1 300 . 

When the woman arrived to 
the apartment complex on Aug. 
10, the building’s security was 
unaware of any arrangements for 
her to live there or of any resi- 
dents under the name the woman 
was given. 

Bad boyfriend 

A 21-year-old woman was 
brutally attacked by her ex- 
boyfriend on Aug. 8 after he be- 
came enraged that she was see- 
ing someone else, cops said. 

Police said that the 22-year- 
old former beau reacted violent- 
ly, slamming the woman’s head 
into a curb in front of her apart- 
ment on Bergen Street near 
Third Avenue. When police ar- 
rived, the man fled. 

The woman suffered swelling 
and bruises, but did not need 
medical attention. 

Movin’ out 

A man who had just complet- 
ed loading all his belongings into 
his car on Aug. 11 returned a few 
minutes later to find that his 
prized possessions had been 

He told cops that he had left 
his the vehicle unattended at the 


POLICE BLOTTER 


r of Old Fulton and Hicks 
n DUMBO at 5 pm. 

When the man returned, his 
driver’s side window had been 
shattered with a brick. 

Gone was an Apple laptop, an 
$180 cellphone, and a $650 wed- 
ding ring. 


caught on tape — but not caught 
by cops — as they tried to steal 
merchandise from a lingerie 


store near the comer of Flatbush 
and Atlantic avenues on Aug. 1 1 . 

Employees of the store sus- 
pected the two were stealing and 
began to watch the suspects on 
the security cameras. 

The female suspect was ob- 
served stuffing pricy underwear 
into a shopping bag while her ac- 
complice served as lookout. 

When store security confront- 
ed the two, they fled. 

Truckin’ 


ing the pilfered van on Aug. 8. 

Police began following the 
vehicle at 6:45 pm after receiv- 
ing the theft report and quickly 
spotted the track. 

The man tried to escape, but 
crashed the van on Henry Street 
between Poplar and Middagh 
streets and was arrested. 

Tools shed 

Thousands of dollars in tools 
were stolen from a contractor’s 
van on Aug. 9. 

The 58-year-old construction 
worker had parked his van on 
Cambridge Place between 
Greene and Gates avenues that 
morning, but when he returned, 
the van had been broken into and 


76th Precinct 


A sober crime 

A gun- wielding bandit robbed a 
Boerum Hill beer distributor but 
neglected to steal any of the booze. 

The armed robber walked into 
the beer warehouse on Baltic 
Street near Bond Street on Aug. 
10 at 6:30 pm. After forcing two 
employees into an office at gun- 
point, he stole their wallets and 
belongings, police said. 

The assailant fled without 
stealing any of the valuable and 
thirst-quenching beer kegs that 
line the warehouse. Police are 
still searching for the gunman. 


into a gas station convenience 
store on Hamilton Avenue near 
Mill Street on Aug. 12 and stole 
$50 worth of energy drinks, po- 
lice said. 

Police say the case is open as 
an unattended can of Red Bull. 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


D'Town precinct hit with mayhem 


By Chris Cascarano 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


The 84th Precinct es 

featured seven robberies 
tempted robberies in only 
days — but also result 




five collars. Here’ 

• A 31 -year-old man ■ 
robbed and beaten by tl 
young men in DUMBO 
Aug. 6. 

While walking near the i 
ner of York and Gold stre 
the man was attacked by 
trio at 5:10 pm. 

The man was punched in 
face several times before t 
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City now seeking ‘Railroad’ ties 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Oh the irony: After spending more than two 
years preparing for the demolition of Duffield 
Street homes that many believe were stations on 
the Underground Railroad, the Bloomberg Ad- 
ministration now says it wants to “to commemo- 
rate abolitionist activity that occurred in Brook- 

Bloomberg announced on Monday the cre- 
ation of a six-member panel to honor Abolitionist 
history in Brooklyn — even as the destruction of 


seven houses on Duffield and Gold streets, near 
Willoughby Street is slated to go forward in 
2009. Their destruction will make way for 
Willoughby Square — a park and underground 
garage that is the centerpiece of the mayor’s 
Downtown Brooklyn Plan. 

Preservationists were not appeased. “The issue 
still remains that we have physical reminders of 
the Abolitionist movement, and the city is seem- 
ingly intending to move forward with their dem- 
olition,” said Simeon Bankoff, the executive di- 
rector of the Historic Districts Council. 

One of the seven houses, at 227 Duffield St., 


belonged to Thomas and Harriet Truesdell, 
prominent Brooklyn Abolitionists. A number of 
the homes’ basements have tunnels that may 
have been used to help slaves escape to freedom. 

In April, a consulting firm hired by the city 
cast doubt on the houses’ ties to the Underground 
Railroad. But critics quickly questioned whether 
the firm, AKRF, could be impartial, given that it 
was hired and paid for by a city government in- 
tent on paving over the Duffield Street houses. 

Indeed, at a subsequent City Council hearing, 
the firm admitted that it had never employed an 
archaeologist to investigate the validity of the 


historical claims. Moreover, eight of the 12 ex- 
perts hired to peer-review the report disagreed 
with it. One of those reviewers was Jim Driscoll, 
president of the Queens Historical Society, who 
called the mayor’s move “a poor substitute.” 
“They’re talking about spending $2 million 
[on this commemorative effort],” said Driscoll. 
“How much more would it cost them to set aside 
227 Duffield St.? Why not remove that house 
from the project and turn that into a museum?” 
The six-member panel is charged with finding 
a cultural group to operate commemorative pro- 
gramming this fall. 
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GIBRAN... 

Continued from page 1 

The same day her remarks were printed, Almontaser issued a 
much stronger condemnation of the T-shirt, but the damage was 
done. Randi Weingarten, the head of the powerful teacher’s union, 
criticized Almontaser ’s handling of the situation on Aug. 9, and the 
next day, Almontaser resigned in a very angry letter to the Depart- 
ment of Education that railed against the “intolerant and hateful 

“I have grown increasingly concerned that these few outsiders 
will disrupt the community of learning when the Academy opens,” 
she wrote in the letter leaked to the New York Sun, ironically the pa- 
per that arguably did the most to bring down the school. 

The appointment of Salzberg did not end the controversy. Like 
Almontaser, Salzberg is a veteran of the city’s educational bureau- 
cracy. But unlike Almontaser, she is a practicing Jew who belongs 
to an Upper West Side synagogue and knows no Arabic. 

“Is [Salzberg] ideal, no,” said Levy, of the Anti-Defamation 
League. “Can she be the principal of the school? Yes.” 

Abdur-Rahman Farrakhan, the imam at Masjid Al-Jamaiyah in 
Brownsville and a friend of Almontaser’s, was less diplomatic. 

“I would hope they would find someone with the requisite expe- 
rience and knowledge to give people the best light on our culture,” 
he said. 

Mayor Bloomberg brushed off such criticism. 

“Well, [Salzberg] has a lot of experience in starting schools and 
in working within the system and handling the most difficult tasks 
that we come up with in the schools,” Hizzoner said at a recent press 
conference. 

“And, you know, you don’t have to speak Arabic in order to run 
a school. You have to make sure that you have the resources, have 
the right teachers, they get the right training. 

At least one prominent supporter of the school agreed. 

“I think it’s a good move,” said the Rev. Daniel Meeter of Park 
Slope’s Old First Reformed Church. “It demonstrates the non-sec- 
tarian character of this school.” 

Almontaser could not be reached for comment, and her voicemail 
was full. She has not spoken about her resignation publicly. 

Salzberg did not respond to two requests for comment. 

From the time its creation was made public, the Khalil Gibran 
Academy was a lightening rod for criticism of the Department of 
Education. 

Drawing parallels to the city’s botched effort to change school 
bus routes mid-winter, parents and administrators complained bitter- 
ly about the department’s foisting of a new school onto existing 
buildings just as the summer got underway. 

The department sparked outrage not once, but twice, by trying to 
squeeze the middle-school-level Academy into two Brooklyn 
schools without consulting the principals or Parent-Teacher Associa- 
tions first. 

The city finally won the support of parents at the second school, 
on Dean Street, that will soon share space with the Academy, by 
promising much needed improvements to the school building. 

Khalil Gibran Academy is named for the acclaimed Lebanese- 
American Christian writer. 


RATNER... 

Continued from page 1 

tion ... but the extent of the deterioration and the risk of the collapse 
had apparently not been communicated to the crew,” the report 

The parapet fell only days after workers began demolishing the 
ornate, tile-covered Wards building to make room for a parking lot 
within the controversial residential, retail, office-space and arena 
complex. 

Miraculously, no one was injured by the falling debris, which 
crashed down more than 50 feet and totaled several cars. 

Upon completion of the report, Forest City was hit with viola- 
tions for failing to maintain an exterior building wall and removing 
a sidewalk safety shed while preparing the site for demolition work 
and failing to replace it. 

“Given the deteriorated condition of the facade and parapet, the 
asbestos removal should not have proceeded without protective 
measures in place,” the report said. 

Gateway Demolition, a Forest City contractor, received a lesser 
violation for failing to protect workers. 

Atlantic Yards opponents were slightly vindicated by the news 
that Ratner would be fined for the collapse — but still not satisfied. 

“Given the history of the construction here, there must be more 
oversight,” said Peter Krashes, a resident of Dean Street. 

Owing to a company policy. Forest City Ratner didn’t respond to 
questions from The Brooklyn Paper. Company executive Bruce 
Bender told the Daily News that the company believed “that all 
safety measures were being taken” at the time of the accident. 

Before the messy demolition began, the Wards Bakery building 
was considered for inclusion in the National Register of Historic 


NYU PLANS... 

Continued from page 1 

But while the merger would be a push onto a larger, national 
stage for Brooklyn-born Poly, it appears the school would sacrifice 
some independence in the deal. 

“Poly would be part of the NYU network. The specifics are what 
we will work out in the coming weeks,” said NYU President John 
Sexton, a former Brooklynite who was chair of the Religion Depart- 
ment at St. Francis College in Brooklyn Heights before his move to 
NYU. 

Sexton said that the merger could pave the way for an expansion 
of other programs in his former stomping grounds. 

“[Brooklyn] is a wonderful location to build other programs,” he 
said in an interview with The Brooklyn Paper. “It remains to be seen 
how this would be done, but my guess is that we would complement 
Polytechnic’s programming with continuing education offerings.” 

Sexton said NYU hasn’t ruled out opening more dorms in Brook- 

“Faculty and students have been moving [to Brooklyn] on their 
own for years so it wouldn’t be surprising to see more residential de- 
velopments as well,” he said. 

A van will provide late night service between the NYU campus 
and the across-the-bridge dorm. 

Local business owners looked forward to the new kids on the 
block, but hoped the students would know when to drop the books. 

“Young people may be good for bar business,” said Joe Secondi- 
no, who runs the Heights Cafe on Montague Street. 

“The neighborhood has become very family-oriented. More stu- 
dents would diversify things.” 

One building in the neighborhood, the St. George Hotel on Clark 
Street, is already occupied by students from Pace University and 
other non-Brooklyn-based private colleges. 
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School of rock 


□mzi 

Seoul’dout 

It’s been said that what kung fu movies are to Hong 
Kong, tearjerker melodramas are to Korea. This year’s 
edition of the New York Korean Film Festival, begin- 
ning Aug. 21 at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, makes 
the point in spades. 

Though “Come, 
Come, Come Upwards” 
portrays the spiritual and 
ethical dilemmas of young 
Buddhist nuns, and “200 
Pound Beauty” is a slick 
romantic comedy about 
pop stardom and radical 
plastic surgery, they both 
eventually get around to inflicting emotional (and usual- 
ly physical) brutality on their protagonists. 

No exception to this rule of thumb is “The King and 
the Clown,” a costume comedy-drama about Chosun 
Dynasty street performers whose vulgar skit on the king’s 
sex life entangles them in palace intrigue. A recent Kore- 
an blockbuster, it was considered groundbreaking for its 
treatment of barely concealed gay romance. And from 
beginning to end, it could only have been made in Korea. 

The 2007 New York Korean Film Festival runs 
through Sept. 2 at BAM Rose Cinemas (30 Lafayette 
Ave., at Ashland Place in Fort Greene). Admission is 
$11. For information, call (718) 636-4100 or visit 
www.koreanfilmfestival.org. — Michael Wells 



Forget arts and crafts, local girls rock out at summer music camp 


EVENT 



N 


MUSIC 


o matter how high the mercury gets 

( this summer, inside Downtown Brook- 
lyn’s Willie Mae Rock Camp for Girls, 
things couldn’t be cooler. 

You won’t find any lanyard making or ping 
pong playing at this camp, named after blues 
singer and rock pioneer Willie Mae “Big 
Mama” Thornton. Campers here are more like- 
ly to be stringing guitars than friendship 
bracelets, and identify with Thornton, who 
played harmonica and 
drums and sang 
“Hound Dog” long 
before it was covered 
by Elvis. 

Many of the girls, | ine Ballroom (431 We 

who range in age enue in Manhattan). T 

from 8-18, have little information, call (212) I 

or no musical training, 

but by the end of the 

two one- week sessions, they can play chord 
changes, maintain a rhythm and, most impor- 
tantly, rock out. 

Girls who do have more experience often 
lend their expertise, helping to write songs and 
lead the less-experienced campers along. Dur- 
ing the course of an action-packed session, 
campers form a band, write an original song 
and get it ready to perform. The Saturday after 
a session ends, they take the stage to perform 
for a rabid audience of family and friends. 

As with most rock bands, plenty of the credit 
belongs to the behind-the-scenes crew. It isn’t 
agents or managers who are pulling the strings 
here, but a team of devoted counselors . These 
unpaid rockers make sure their girls can hold a 
tune, but also want to ensure that they hold their 
heads up high. 

“It’s about the music,” said camp organizer 
Connie Wohn. “But it’s really all about self-es- 
teem and empowerment for these young 
women.” 

In addition to learning rock on their own, 
these budding superstars meet professional 


rockers who share their own stories and songs 
each day at lunch. Beyond being just another 
activity, the visitors show campers that making 
music can be a full-time gig. 

Guests like Rasputina, blues legend Ann 
Rabson, too-famous-for-a-last-name cellist 
Martiri and post-punk band Boyskout play for 
the kids, but also answer pressing questions like 
“What should we name our band,” and “Do 
they make clip-on nose rings?” 

“These musicians rock,” said Rachel Tallant, 
14, before popping in her earplugs. 

While all the counselors are donating their 
time, some are also 
utilizing their musical 
talent. Band coach 
Jessie Nelson, for ex- 
ample, has a degree 


ie Mae Rock Camp for Girls 


’Sth 1 1. 


working jazz drum- 
r ' mer. “The staff is a 

mix of people,” said 

Nelson, an Arizona 
resident who came to Brooklyn specifically to 
work at the camp. “Some play lots of instru- 
ments, other specialize in one, like me.” 

These specialties are on display as the kids 
take classes like “Band Merchandising,” where 
they learn to silkscreen t-shirts, make buttons 
and design album covers. In the “History of 
Women Who Rock” class, they discuss leading 
ladies of music from Billie Holiday and Patsy 
Cline to Debbie Harry and Missy Elliot. Other 
classes teach songwriting, instrument building 
and self-defense. 

After lunch, it’s all about the band as the girls 
work with their coaches to sharpen their origi- 
nal lyrics and guitar licks. The 86 girls are 
grouped by age, forming 15 bands with names 
like “The Sour SugaT’ and “The Distortions.” 
“Band practice is fun, but it’s really hard,” 
said camper Athena Foster, 8. “It’s not just 
about you playing, because sometimes your 
bandmates mess up.” And no one can sit out. 
Everyone contributes, either by playing an in- 
strument, singing or, in the case of the electron- 
ically inclined, DJing. 



War stories 

The Battle of Brooklyn may have been 23 1 years ago, 
but thanks to “Battle Week,” it’s not too late to join up. 

The seven-day battle was the debut of the United 
States Army — bye bye militia! — and muskets were 
firing in what is now 
Prospect Park and Green- 
Wocd Cemetery. 

On Aug. 19, amble on 
a free walking tour of 
Evergreens Cemetery, or, 
if you’ve always wanted 
to sail the Gowanus, take 
a tour by canoe. 

If your Colonial garb is 
collecting dust, Aug. 26 is 
the best time to break it out. At 12:30 pm, Revolutionary 
War re-enactors are conducting a firing demonstration, 
complete with infantry and aitilleiy, on part of the actual 
battlefield in Green-Wood Cemetery. Later that day, the 
U.S. Merchant Marine Academy Band will march up 
Batde Hill to the Altar of Liberty, a Revolutionary War 
memorial at the highest point in Brooklyn. 

"Battle Week" is Aug. 18-26. For information, visit 
www.theoldstonehouse.org. — Juliana Bunim 



THEATER 


Triple play 

Despite their mostly victorious season, the Cy- 
clones aren’t the only game in town this summer. Be- 
ginning on Aug. 25, “The Summer King,” a jazz opera 
telling the story of 1930s Negro League star Josh Gib- 
son — who is rumored to 
be the only player to ever 
hit a fair ball out of Yan- 
kee Stadium — is com- 
ing to stages across the 
borough. 

“Brooklyn was such 
an epicenter for the Ne- 
gro League,” said Matt 
Grey of American Opera Projects. “[The Summer 
King] is one of the few operas we could really take 
outside here and get a very unique audience response.” 
And if that isn’t enough motivation, Major League 
Baseball merchandise will be raffled off at each per- 
formance. “This is our first chance to get this music 
out to neighborhoods and communities that we believe 
will connect strongly with the material,” said AOP Ex- 
ecutive Director Charles Jarden. “[And who] might be 
seeing live opera for the first time.” 

"The Summer King" will be performed at 2:30 pm 
on Aug. 25 in front of Five Myles Gallery (558 St. 
Johns PI., at Classon Avenue in Prospect Heights). 
For information and additional engagements, call 
(718) 398-4024 or visit www.operaprojects.org. 

— Lauren Dula 




busyCHEF 


Meals you'd cook yourself, 

if you weren't too busy. 


NOW FEATURING DELIVERYm 


60 Henry Street Brooklyn Heights 

718.624.3182 

www.busychef.biz 



"Major local 
favorite"^^ 




DINE IN • DELIVERY • CATERING RATED 
PRIVATE & CORPORATE PARTIES 1 1 


Caffe 

BUON GUSTO 

RISTORANTE ITALIANO 


151 Montague Street, Brooklyn Heights 
Open 7 days week • (71 8) 624-3838 


“A somewhat ‘UNSUNG HERO’.. .Tempo offers ‘AMAZING DINING EXPERIENCES’... 
‘WONDERFULLY PREPARED CUISINE’ and a ‘TERRIFIC WINE LIST.’ 
‘BROOKLYN PRICES’ save the day!” -2007 Zagat Survey 
PRIX FIXE THREE COURSE DINNER ($25 per person Sun-Thurs, $35 per person Fri & Sat) 


TEMPO 


RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 

DEDICATED TO THE IDEAL OF THE GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 

256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope ■ 718 636 2020 


BEST MARGARITA IN BROOKLYN! 



Mexican* C 

Reasonable Prices 
FREE DELIVERY! 


'EXICALK 

Restaurant | 

k Ainulahte, for Parties 
^Saturday Si. Sunday Brarudv ^ — . ■ 
include* cciMfUimcevtnry drink, 

141 Court Street 

(between Atlantic & Pacific aves) 

(718) 625-7370 • mmmm 

I Sun-Thurs: 12-10:30pm; Fri & Sat: 12-ll:30pm 


5 * 


LUNCH MON-FRI • DINNER 7 DAYS 

Catering and Party Packages 


Sunday Dinner Starts at 1pm 

Dinner Delivery & Valet Parking 



8727 - 4th Avenue 

corner of 88th & 4th 

(718) 238-8600 
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BROOKLYN 

Bites 


Neighborhood 
Dining Guide 


This week: 

WILLIAMSBURG & 
GREENPOINT 



the William Taft diner. 


Roll call 

Tina gets her claws on the 
boroughs best lobster rolls 


Brooklyn Label 

180 Franklin St., at Java Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 389-2806, www.brooklynlabel.com (AmEx, 
MC, Visa) Entrees: $5-$13. ★ 

Located in the 150-year-old Astral Building, Brooklyn 
Label brings a fresh twist to its old school spot. For 

verde, soft cheesy polenta, two poached eggs, roast- 
ed red pepper and toast. Whew! And get there early, 
"We serve 400 brunches a day on the weekends," 
chef and owner Cody Utzman told GO Brooklyn. 
Highlights from the new dinner menu include Prince 

cheese, including "spicy" and "basil." Open Monday 
through Friday from 7 am-IOpm, Saturday 9 am-10 


Fornino 

187 Bedford Ave. between North Sixth and 
North Seventh streets in Williamsburg, (718) 384- 
6004 (AmEx, MC, Visa) Entrees: $10-$23. ★ 
Fornino's gourmet pies have been making people sali- 
vate since 2003, when Michael Ayoub opened this 
wood-fired pizza joint. Homegrown and high quality 
ingredients like hand-picked arugula and garlic spice 

a $50 black truffle pfzza and the 'Al Roker' — a^ontina 
pepper and rosemary pie that the weatherman proba- 

gery. Open Sunday through Thursday from ” ” 

pm and on Friday and Saturday fro — ! 


Juliette 

135 N. Fifth St., between Bedford Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williamsburg, (718) 388-9222, 

' m (AmEx) Entrees: 


$14^2! 


private parties. Try to sit in the upstairs open-air ter- 
race and dig into the leg of lamb or pan roasted 

ing lighter fare, try the roasted vegetables with cous- 
cous or the salmon tartare — GO Brooklyn's Tina Barry 

peppers." The truly decadent will top it all off with the 
sticky date pudding or a slice of rich warm chocolate 

1 am and Sunday 5 pm-llpm. Brunch is^vailable^on 
weekends from 10:30 am-4 pm. 


San Loco 

160 N. Fourth St. at Driggs Avenue in Williamsburg, 


★ = Full review available at 

www.BrooklynPaper.com 


(718) 218-8479 (Cash only) Entrees: $1.75-$5.75. 
camole. The menu of South-of-the-border staples like 

Teddy’s Bar & Grill 

96 Berry St. at North Eighth Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384-9787 (MC, Visa) Entrees: $4.95-$17.95. 
Co-owner Felice Kirby proudly affirms that the rea- 
son why Teddy's Bar & (Brill has been ^business for 

ly neighborhood service and great value of wine and 
food." The menu offers dishes such as the "Cabana 
shrimp," stuffed with spicy cheeses, wrapped in a 
smoked pork and served with Caribbean coleslaw 
and seasoned rice. Chef Roger Wolin has added 
Korean barbeque ribs to a menu that also features 
10 ounce burgers — made with beef ground daily — 

yCu-can-eat bee° battered fch flyf^r $8.95! Teddy's 
has 10 beers on tap and is serious about its wine 

5pm^6 pr^npr^ am- 

5 pm, 6 pm-2 am. 


The William Taft 

155 Calyer St., between Lorimer and Guernsey 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 389-0144 (MC, Visa) 
Entrees: $6-$9. ★ 

The William Taft may have only opened in June of 
2007, the veggie-friendly joint already makes guests 
feel right at home. The communal style kitchen 

tacos, or watch movies in the backroom starting at 9 
pm nightly. Main courses feature soups and salads, 
with the bulk of the entrees being sandwiches like 
the "Fantaftic," with grilled tofu, avocado, sun-dried 
tomatoes, basil and hummus. Or drink your meal 

and bananas. Open daily from 8 am-midnight. 


estaurant is not listed and you v 
olease contact GO Brooklyn Ed ' 
3-mail at Curtis@brooklynpaper.t 



By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

A tuna sandwich might only cost $5, 
but ask for lobster tossed with 
your mayo instead — a lobster roll 
— and the price, even at a humble fish 
market, could skyrocket to almost $30. 

I was prepared to shell out for the 
luxe, fishy treat, but was shocked to 
find that one of the borough’s best lob- 
ster rolls cost just $7.99 at Fairway in 
Red Hook. 

With the famous roll from Red’s 
Eats in Wicasset Maine — fresh lob- 
ster boiled briefly, heaped into a toast- 
ed, lightly buttered hot dog roll and 
served with a cup of melted butter or 
mayonnaise — serving as my guide, I 
set out to see if Brooklyn had a lobster 
roll that would please both my mouth 
and my wallet. 



Fairway 

The best bargain on dry land is at 
Fairway’s Market Cafe, where a hefty 
lobster roll (above), a perfect half-sour 
pickle, tart coleslaw and chips set me 
back just $7.99. Yes, the mayo to meat 
ratio was higher than then those in the 
$20-$28 range, but this roll was no 
shrimp — literally; according to Fair- 
way, the roll is all lobster. The meat 
was chunky and sweet, with bits of cel- 
ery adding a pleasant crunch. The hot 
dog bun that it came perched in was 
fresh and lightly toasted. And eating the 
sandwich m the outdoor seating area 
with the salty tang of the water wafting 
past the tables? That’s as close to 
Maine as I’m going to get in Brooklyn. 



Brooklyn Fish Camp 

I could hear the folks in Wiscasset 
guffawing as I plunked down $28 for 
the lobster roll at Brooklyn Fish Camp 
(above), which at least ten people told 
me I must include in this article. 

But what a roll it was. Most of the 
sandwich consisted of chunks of 
supremely sweet, impeccably fresh tail 



and claw meat, and the rest was deli- 
cious little leg meat slivers. Only a bit 
of fresh mayonnaise bound the fish 
that was nestled into a lightly toasted 
and buttered Pepperidge Farm hot dog 
bun and topped with chopped chives. 
Sitting beside the sandwich was a 
mountain of the thinnest fries I’ve ever 
seen. Fish Camp’s roll was the costliest 
of the bunch, but definitely worth the 
dough. 



Surf Bar 

With its sand-covered floors and 
funky wood stools, Surf Bar in Wil- 
liamsburg has the look of a kitschy trop- 
ical lounge. The kitchen serves a lobster 
roll (above) with a lot of fresh meat; it’s 
heavy on the mayonnaise but light on 
salt, and is generously mounded into a 
fresh, toasted bun. For $14 you get chips 
and for a buck more, there’s a side of 
nothing-special fries. It’s a good sand- 
wich at a fair price, but would be better 
if there was no Red’s, or Brooklyn Fish 
Camp, to compare it to. 

Fish Tales 

I pulled in another whopper at the 
much-admired Fish Tales, a Carroll 
Gardens seafood store known for its 


supremely fresh fare. “You know it’s 
$20, right?” asked the man when I 
placed the order. I knew and I was 
ready to spend. 

Before my sandwich appeared, I 
was given Lobster 101 by the friendly 
staff: a tutorial on what constitutes an 
excellent roll (getting it at Fish Tales) 
versus the phony stuff (ordering it any- 
where else). What I found was a crisp 
hot dog roll filled with fresh pieces of 
tail and claw meat among the smaller 
bits. The mayonnaise binding was a 
touch heavier than Brooklyn Fish 
Camp’s, yet still admirably restrained, 
and a bit of chopped fresh dill con- 
tributed its unique grassy flavor. Fish 
Tales uses only fresh Maine lobster, 
and they don’t throw anything suspi- 


cious into the mix. “Some places will 
add shrimp or that fake lobster stuff,” 
the counterman said. “You’re not go- 
ing to find that here.” 

Union Smith Cafe 

This Smith Street eatery takes plen- 
ty of liberties, but it’s all for the 
greater good. The chef is a bit less 
generous with the lobster meat, but for 
$16 — which included a side of either 
fries or a salad — there was plenty to 
enjoy. 

The toasted brioche roll that held 
the lobster was too big and the fries 
that accompanied the sandwich were 
pretty dismal, but adding pesto to the 
mayonnaise made the meat that much 


BREAKING CHEWS! 

This week, famed Cobble Hill institution. Cafe on Clinton, was poised to 
re-open under the watchful eye of chef Charlie Statelman who once manned 
the kitchen at Smith Street’s Patois and currently runs Wombat, the Aussie 
eatery in Williamsburg. 

“The restaurant always had a great reputation,” said Statelman. But he plans 
on making the 286 Clinton St. eatery a destination with a new menu and wine 
list. The grub will mn the gamut from an appetizer of garlic snails to a meaty 
smoked duck entree served with white truffle polenta. Serving dinner and 
brunch, the 42-seat spot should be a neighborhood standby again in no time. 

Cafe on Clinton (286 Clinton St., at Warren Street in Cobble Hill). (718) 
625-5908. 


It’s all relative 


Before brothers Chris and David Russell could 
build a hoagie at My Hero, their new sandwich shop 
in Windsor Terrace, they had to build the restaurant 
itself. 

“We gutted the whole thing with the help of family 
and friends,” said David. “Now it’s great, like walk- 
ing into your own home.” And he means it, the broth- 
ers Russell don’t just rent the space, they own the 
whole building. 

Russell is just as proud of chef (and, of course, 
“family friend”) Joseph Alvich’s breakfast dishes, dai- 
ly soups and sandwiches. “Whatever Joe cooks, 
everyone loves,” he said. That includes the three su- 
per-sized neighborhood favorites: “My Hero” honey- 
glazed turkey, mozzarella, bacon, romaine and honey 



mustard; “The Belt,” a chicken cutlet with melted 
American cheese, bacon and brown gravy; and the 
“Double Dave,” roasted pork, smoked mozzarella and 


roasted peppers named for the brothers’ father. 

In addition to sandwiches, Alvich, who worked in 
the kitchen at Serendipity 3 in Manhattan, serves up 
hot heroes like sausage and peppers and veal Parme- 
san. Also on the menu are sliders: tiny, plump ham- 
burgers that come four to an order and are topped 
with ketchup and cheese (and don’t skip the side of 
fries). On the more sophisticated side of the menu, a 
special of chicken breasts filled with spinach and 
prosciutto and topped with a rich wine sauce caused 
one recent customer to comment: “The chef has fin- 
gers of gold.” 

My Hero (598 19th St., between 11th Avenue and 
Terrace Place in Windsor Terrace) accepts cash only. 
Sandwiches and burgers: $3-$8; Hot entrees: $6-$8. 
The shop is open Monday through Friday from 6 
am-7 pm. Closed weekends until September. Deliv- 
ery is available in Windsor Terrace and Park Slope. For 
information, call (718) 851-4376. — Tina Barry 



D • E • L • I • C • I • O • U • S 

* Chinese Cuisine & Vegetarian Nutrition 


• Fast Free Delivery 

• Open 7 Days a Week 

• Party Orders Welcome 

We Only Use Vegetable Oil 
Natural Cooking 
and Fresh Vegetables 



162 Montague Street 

Brooklyn Heights 




Meeting his maker: Daniel Zoniga shows off a lobster like the kind used 
in Fairway's $7.99 lobster rolls. 
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Mark of the Beasties 


Hall s way 

A Brooklyn band lets loose with a 
bluegrass sound on new album 


By Maggie Serota 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

I t was a Friday afternoon 
and Rachel Cox, singer and 
guitarist for bluegrass-rock 
band Oakley Hall, was loung- 
ing in McCarren Park. 

With her band set to release 
its fourth album, 

“I’ll Follow You,” 
in September and 
go on a national 
tour this fall, Cox 
was soaking up the 
lazy summer while 
she still could. That 
is, when she wasn’t 
waiting tables to pay the bills. 

“I’m not one of those lucky 
people with an independent in- 
come,” Cox, 37, lamented, re- 
ferring to the influx of trust- 
funded dilettantes that 
Williamsburg’s rock music 
scene seems to attract. 

And she isn’t only hustling 


at her day job. Since forming 
in 2002, Oakley Hall has 
worked against the odds — it 
isn’t easy out there for a band 
with a fiddle player to make it 
in the big city. 

In 2002, Cox was living in 
North Carolina and happened 
to meet Brooklyn-based musi- 


cian Pat Sullivan, who was on 
tour with his then band Crazee 
and Heaven. The two hit it off 
and Cox soon moved up to 
New York, playing subway 
station duets with Sullivan and 
joining Oakley Hall in 2004. 

That same year, on the heels 
of the 2002 EP “Sweet & 


Low,” Oakley Hall released 
their first, eponymous album, 
and — despite some personnel 
shifts that pared them down 
from 10 — launched onto the 
rocky rock band road. Even 
now, the band seems to be in 
flux. Just this year, drummer 
Greg Andersen left the fold, 
giving his former band mates 
little time to find a replace- 
ment for their upcoming tour. 
According to Cox, the rock ’n’ 
roll lifestyle isn’t for everyone. 

“Greg is definitely a grand- 
pa,” she remarked dismissive- 
ly, “and I’m like a kid just rar- 
ing to go.” 

That’s no understatement. 
Rocking the local club circuit 
endlessly, the band kept plug- 
ging away and, in an 18- 
month span of 2005 and 2006, 
released two full-length 
records and hit the road open- 
ing for Bright Eyes. 

But how did their Southern- 


tinged sound go over with the 
finicky Bright Eyes fans? “Our 
sound is more edgy,” explained 
Cox, “we’re more of a rock 
band with country elements.” 

Joining the current phalanx 
of bands who refer to them- 
selves as “psychedelic,” Cox 
said her band has been influ- 
enced by pioneers like Neil 
Young and the Byrds, but 
maintained that, “we’re writ- 
ing for a very contemporary 
audience.” 

While psychedelic rock has 
obviously influenced the band, 
the bluesy sounds on the album 
are really what catch a listener’s 
ear. “I’ll Follow You,” sounds a 
lot more like Wilco than Iron 
Butterfly, and while Cox 
claimed to have hated country 
music until her stint in Win- 
ston-Salem, she sure has a con- 
vincing twang. The tracks on 
“I’ll Follow You” that really 
shine, like “All The Way 
Down” and “Angela,” are the 
ones that she and Sullivan share 
vocal duties on. 

With a prolific few years 
behind them and a tour with 
the Clientele and Black Moun- 
tain (Canadians who are per- 
haps the most enthusiastic 
“psych” band around, they’re 
often accused of taking their 
influences a bit too seriously 
— let’s call it re-psych-ling) 
looming, it looks like Oakley 
Hall’s cowboy boots are plant- 
ed in Brooklyn for good. 


MUSIC 


Oakley Hall's "I'll Follow You" 
information, visit www.oa 


Boys come home for concert at McCarren Pool 


By Maggie Serota 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

W ally Steffen, 31, of 
Greenpoint, first saw 
the Beastie Boys as a 
third grader when they 
opened for Madonna. “They 
got booed off the stage at 
Madison Square Garden,” he 
recalled. 

The Beasties were certainly 
in no danger of that fate last 
week in the McCarren Park 
Pool as they played their first- 
ever show in the borough. 

It didn’t hurt that their set 
opener was a song called 
“Hello, Brooklyn.” 

And while the Beastie 
Boys (Mike Diamond, Adam 
Horovitz and Adam Yauch) 
are certainly a little longer in 
the tooth than this reporter re- 
membered them, they were 
no worse for the wear. In- 
deed, these days Yauch is 
starting to look like a dad 
with hair that yields more salt 
than pepper, and Mike D.’s 
unruly curls and weathered 
face are starting to make him 



Hello, nasty: Beastie Boy Mike D. rocks McCarren Park 
Pool on Aug. 9 at the band's first Brooklyn show. 


resemble a middle-aged Bob 

Still, with the aid of long- 
time DJ Mix Master Mike, 
and a cameo appearance by 
Run of Run-DMC, the Beast- 
ies alternated between play- 
ing instruments and prancing 
around the stage with missing 
a beat or breaking a hip. 


The Beasties also made sure 
to include a few of their classic 
punk numbers, including 
“Heart Attack Man” off “111 
Communication,” as if to re- 
mind their frat boy fan contin- 
gency that their roots are in- 
deed in New York hardcore. 
However, the most rousing 
performances came from early 


’90s staples “Check Your 
Head” and “HI Communica- 
tion,” the two albums that ush- 
ered the Lollapalooza genera- 
tion into Beastie Boys fandom. 

And although the band re- 
cently released “The Mix- 
Up,” an instrumental studio 
album, the night’s set list 
stuck to a well-received, if 
predictable, selection of hits 
and party jams such as “Sure 
Shot,” “Gratitude” and “Paul 
Revere.” 

That isn’t to say the Beast- 
ies weren’t anxious to prove 
their worth as legit instrumen- 
talists by playing the mean- 
dering, somber track “Off 
The Grid” from the new al- 
bum. 

And just when it seemed 
like the sea of gyrating fans in 
cargo shorts had enough, the 
three aging rappers broke out 
“No Sleep ’Til Brooklyn,” a 
song they wrote 20 years ago, 
to close the set. 

And judging by the sea of 
pumping fists, everyone in 
the crowd was still wide 
awake. 


Shoe show 


There are no bad seats at a perform- 
ance of “Buckle My Shoe,” but there 
sure are some uncomfortable milk 

The new musical, mounted by the 
Theater for the New City, is being per- 
formed outdoors in Prospect Park on 
Aug. 25 — and what it lacks in conven- 
tional seating (though they do provide 
the crates), it makes up for in humor. 

Set in modern day New York City, 
the politically charged show focuses on 
an unnamed protagonist, a serious jour- 
nalist struggling in a world of celebrity 
weeklies and gossipy blogs. 

Tired of being pushed around by bul- 
lies with deep pockets, our hero joins 
forces with two AWOL intelligence 
agents and a Mariachi band on the run 
from immigration officials in an at- 
tempt to overthrow the system. 

And this show is on the road, literal- 
ly. After debuting in the middle of a 


closed-down street in the East Village 
earlier this month, it’s now playing av- 
enues, playgrounds and bandshells in 
the five boroughs through Sept. 16. 

"Buckle My Shoe" will be performed 


at 2 pm on Aug. 25 at the Prospect Park 
Concert Grove. Tickets are free. For in- 
formation, call (212) 254-1109 or visit 
www.theaterforthenewcity.net. 

— Karen Butler 




9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 2 


SENIOR MEETING: Sephardic Nursing and 
Rehab Center hosts a meeting of the Senior 
Umbrella Network of Brooklyn. Guest speaker 


m Par^6:3rpm a $T2, $°10 


FITNESS CLASS: The Brooklyn Bridge Park Con- 


Street at the Ea 
boxing class. 7 pm. Registration at 6:30 pm. 
info, visit www.brooklynbridgepark.org. Fr 
■ »RT: The HAMS Ha ~ 1 


pie who wish t_ 

less. 7 pm. St. John's Episcopa 
John's Place. (347) 678-5671. Free. 
REGRANT APPLICATIONS: The BAC Cc 


safely or to'Jrkik" 
>pal Church, 139 5 


7:30 pm to 9 pm. Long Island University, E 
lyn Campus, Spike Lee Screening Room. 
625-0080. Free. Note: This seminar will L_ 
preceded by a NYFA Artists' Fellowship Grant 

z — tQ 7.30 pfr 


FITNESS CLASS: Total M 


le. Aviator Sports, 
d. (718) 758-9800. 
i Mon., Aug 20. 




FITNESS CLASS: The Brooklyn Bridge I 
Conservancy offers a yoga class. 7 p. .. 

Fulton Ferry State Park, Dock Street at the 
East River. For info, visit www.brooklyn- 
bridgepark.org. Free. 

BALL GAME: Brooklyn Cyclones play the 
~ ~ r s. $6 to $13. 7 pm. Key Span 

sland. (718)507- 




TIXX. 

works by Shostakovich, Tchaikovsky and Piaz- 
zolla. $35, $30 seniors $20 students. 8 pm. 
Fulton Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street at the 
East River. (718) 624-2083. 

CAFE STEINHOF: Today, Loiter. Alt Country 
meets Jacques Brel in a dark alley. 10:30 pm. 
422 Seventh Ave. at 14th Street. (718) 369- 
7776. Free. 

DEMITASSE CAFE: Dancewave's public perform- 
ance series offers the opportunity to see new 
dances by emerging choreographers. After th< 
performance, Q and A with the performers. 42 
Greenwood Ave. Call for time and more ’ ' 
mation. (718) 522-4696. Free. 

DANCE REGISTRATION: Cynthia King Dc 
Studio begins registration for fall term, 
and adult classes. 1256 Prospect Ave. < 
info. (718) 437-0101. 


FITNESS CLASS: The Brooklyn Bridge Park Conser- 
vancy offer a yoga class. 9 am. Empire-Fulton 



night. $< 


Surf Ave., Coney IsLd. (718) 507-TIXX. 
BARGEMUSIC: Jazz concert: Benny Goodman, 
Bolling, Neto, Jobim, Frolov, Morton and 
Gould. $35, $30 seniors $20 students. 8 pm. 
Fulton Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street at the 
East River. (718) 624-2083. 

TWILIGHT TOURS: Enjoy wine and cheese and a 
naturalist-led bat tour. $25. 7 pm to 9 pm. 
Prospect Park Audubon Center, enter park at 


BieE F astR?vec r (7to) n 624?208 


at Prospect Park Parade 
le corner of Caton and Coney 
s. (718)854-4901. 


LIST YOUR EVENT.. 


To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two weeks notice or more. Send your listing by 
e-mail: calendar@brooklynpaper.com; by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Paper, 55 Washington St., Suite 
624, Brooklyn, NY 11201; or by fax: (71 8) 834-9278. Ustings are free and printed on a space available basis. 


EARLY MORNING BIRDING: Discovery walk 
through the Salt Marsh of Gerritsen Creek. 8 
am. Salt Marsh Center, 3302 Avenue U. Call 
31 1 and ask for the Urban Park Rangers. Free. 
LULLWATER EXPLORATION: Enjoy a boat tour 

1245 pm S Enter park at Lincoln Road and° 
Ocean Avenue. (718) 287-3400. 

HIKE: Urban Park Rangers take participants 
through the Ravine. Walking tour teaches how 
to identify the trees of Prospect Park. Wear 

Picnic House, behind the Litchfield Villa off the 
East Drive, Prospect Park. Call 31 1 and ask for 
the Urban Park Rangers. Free. 

HISTORIC FORT GREENE TOURS: Explore Fort 


11,500 Re 
-itombed ii 

x design. 
Center, ne 


^Myrtie 


BARGEMUSIC: Br 


Whistle with 'Dixie': At 3 pm on 
Aug. 1 8, join bluegrass band the Dixie 
Rascals for a Fulton Street Beat con- 
cert on DeKalb Avenue, between 
Flatbush Avenue Extension and Al- 
bee Square West. 


Ferry State Park, Dock Street at the East River. 

VOLUNTEER WORKSHOP: The Retired and 
Senior Volunteer Program of the Community 

connect nurturing adults ages 55+ with NYC^ 
arr^to 5 noor^21 2)61 4-5555 ^ 

MOVIES WITH A VIEW: presents "West Side 
Story" (1961). Music starts at 6 pm; movie at 
sundown. Empire Fulton Ferry State Park, Dock 
Street at the East River. (718) 802-0603. Free. 
GENEALOGY WORKSHOP: Find your roots and 
create a family tree. Bring an old record or 
memorabilia to share. 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm. 
Leeza's Place, Park Slope Geriatric Day Center, 
1 Prospect Park West. (347) 296-2345. Free. 
BALL GAME: Brooklyn Cyclones play the 
/-\ jjg ers anc j h os t a Medieval Times 


n. Call for ticket info. Also, classical 

r( id < Brahms. U $4^, $25 students. 8 pm. 

'■ sn Street at th 


: ulton Ferry Landing, Old Fultoi 
East River. (718) 624-2083. 


SUMMER CONCERT: Fort Greenmarket summer 
Washington and DeKalb avenues. Sorry, no 


ARTISANS MARKET: Featuring functional and 

I 'I It ' , - I I . : C ! ,7,. 

sidewalk along Fort Green Park, Washingtoi 
and DeKalb avenues. (718) 855-8175. Free. 
FLOATING POOL: at the foot of Joralemon 
Street. 9 am to 7 pm. Visit www.brooklyn- 
bridgepark.org/ pool . 

WEEKSVILLE FARMERS MARKET: Farm-fresh 
1 pm. 1698 Bergen St, 


h and beauty, pe 


between Rochester and Buffalo avenues. (718) 
788-8500. 

INDIE MARKET: Collective of Brooklyn-based 
emerging designers - L - - ££ -- 

i” es,ba * 

MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Society of Old Brook- 
lynites, American Merchant Marine Associatic 
and the Navy Armed Guard host a ceremony 
at the Prison Ships Martyrs Memorial. 10 am 
sharp. Fort Greene Park, Washington and 
DeKalb avenues. (718) 499-7600. Free. 

SALT MARSH ART SHOW: hosted by the Salt 
Marsh Alliance. Nature paintings and photo- 
graphs from local artists. 11 am to 4:30 pm. 
Salt Marsh Nature Center, 3302 Avenue U. 
(718) 338-7281. Free. 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

SHEEPSHEAD BAY TOUR: Brooklyn Center for 
head Bay. Francis Morrone leads tour. $50, $40 

Sheepshead Bay Road and East 16th Street. For 
more information call (718) 788-8500 ext., 208. 
GREENWOOD CEMETERY: The Irish American 
Parade Committee host a ceremony and a 

Matilda Tone, wife of Irish patriot Theobald 


rs. a 9:30 a am. O Meet at 


8) 768-7300. Free. 


BARGEMUSIC: Ri 


ks b^ Stravinsky, |7lyaskovsky and 

pm. Fulton Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street at 
the East River. (718) 624-2083. 


ART SHOW: 1 1 am to 4:30 pm. See Sat., Aug 25. 
CAFE STEINHOF: Today, "Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid" (1969). 10:30 pm. 422 Seventh 
Avenue at 14th Street. (718) 369-7776. Free. 


Express 
30 i*\*iwfes or less. 

In Lutheran’s Emergency Room, patients get care faster. 


Now that’s progress - the kind that makes a difference in people’s lives. 
And it’s all because of Lutheran’s one-of-a-kind QUICK CARE 
Program - an innovative approach to emergency care where patients see 
a doctor in 30 minutes or less* 

And, as an award-winning, state-recognized LEVEL I TRAUMA AND 
STROKE CENTER, Lutheran is prepared to treat both severe and 
everyday emergencies, but we also know it shouldn’t take all day to do so. 

Lutheran is convenient too. Our 55th Street parking garage is open 
24 hours a day. 

So, why wait any longer? Try Lutheran. 




Lutheran 
Medical Center 


Located on Second Avenue between 55th and 56th Streets 
Call 718-630- RXRX (7979) for a physician referral 
www.LutheranMedicalCenter.com 


•Average "Door to Doctor" time of actual patient data collection YTD 2( 
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Life's great moments 



Everything else takes some planning 

GUARANTEED 10 YEAR TERM LIFE INSURANCE 

Coverage Amount 


$250.000.00 $500.000.00 $1.000.000.00 

/ $13.35 $18.69 $28.04 


Tobacco $250.000.00 $500.000.00 $1.000.000.00 

id Plus/Monthly $15.35 $23.14 $34.27 

id Plus/Monthly $27.15 $39.16 $67.20 



NATIONWIDE INSURANCE 


( 718 ) 451-5700 
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ADVERTISER RESULTS PROVE 


OUR YELLOW PAGES DELIVER 
MAJOR RETURN ON INVESTMENT 



NEW 

NASSAU 

DIRECTORIES 

OUT 

THIS SUMMER 


Ambassador YeUowPa ges 

the right direction in yellow pages 

FIND OUT ABOUT COST EFFECTIVE PRINT & ONLINE AD PROGRAMS 

call 212"564 b 3945 now 

www.AmbassadorLocal.com 
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Dave Ready, 9 pm, FREE; Thursdays: 

See NIGHTLIFE on page 1 1 


TALK TO US... 


lie to call, Web site address, dates, times and admission or ticket prices. Send '' ' 


x at (718) 834-9278. Us 
We regret we cannot take listings over the 
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Stop supporting this guy! 

Time Warner Cable has a home phone plan that 
makes sense with fewer fees and taxes than Verizon. 


Have you met 
Sir Charge, Verizon’s 
best-kept secret? 

Oh, you know him very well. He pops up unexpectedly, 
all over your Verizon phone bill. 

Had enough? Say goodbye to Verizon and Sir Charge. 



with unlimited calling 

to the U.S., Canada and Puerto Rico. First — . ... 

/ f§> TIME WARNER 

including installation. Ic cable 

Call anytime.We offer 24/7 customer support. 


Offer expires 9/18/07 and is only 


Ready to QUIT SHOIlli? Call for FREE patches, gum, or lozenges * 

1-866-NYQUITS • 1-866-697-8487 

www.nysmokefree.com 

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH *lf you qualify - most smokers do 
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CHECKIN' IN WITH ... 


The garbage lady, 
Leila Darabi 

August is here, moving season is upon us, and Brooklynites have 
been throwing out a lot of stuff lately — bags and bags of it, to 
be imprecise. But what exactly happens to that trash? To answer 
that question, reporter Dana Rubinstein, who has perhaps the 
dirtiest desk in the newsroom, checked in with self-described gar- 
blogger Leila Darabi, who tracks everything garbage-related on 
her Web site. Everyday Trash, at everydaytrash.wordpress.com. 


Q: So, if I were to throw out 
all of the trash on my desk, 
where would it go? 

A: In New York City, we used 
to send our trash to Staten Is- 
land. Now, there is a system of 
trucks that dump out the trash 
into larger trucks or barges, and 


it is carried away to other states. 
Q: What's wrong with that? 

A: I was just floored about how 
much money the city spends 
sending our trash to all of these 
states. It’s a billion-dollar in- 
dustry. And we tend to transfer 



the waste to very poor neigh- 
borhoods. This is so clearly a 
class issue. I’ve never had to 
think about what will happen 


after I throw something out. 
There are whole communities 
in the Bronx that have to think 

Q: What got you interested 
in all of this, er, garbage? 

A: I started the blog after my 
thesis project at Columbia. I 
was very into trash politics, be- 
cause at the time, the city was 
thinking of reopening the ma- 
rine transfer stations. And I got 
very interested in neighbor- 
hoods’ acceptance and rejection 
of the plans. [Soon], it was all I 
ever talked about. It was what 
all my friends and parents be- 
gan to associate with me. So I 
started the blog as a creative 
outlet and a place to put all of 
these articles people were 
sending me. 

Q: Did becoming a garblog- 
ger make you produce less 
garbage? 

A: Somewhat. Though, at first, 


it made me create more trash, 
because I bought things that 
said they were green. There is 
a very seductive world out of 
there of home-composting 
containers, organic blouses — 
Q: Organic blouses? 

A: You know, like hemp cloth- 
ing. Or tote bags. Now, I don’t 
live a perfectly green life, but I 
try not to use plastic bags and 
try to bring reusable contain- 
ers. But my focus is more big- 
picture, policy issues. 

Q: If you could change any- 
thing about trash policy, 
what would it be? 

A: The best policies seem to 
be ones that encourage you to 
produce less waste in the first 
place. There are economic ex- 
periments in some cities that 
make it more expensive to 
produce more garbage, or give 
you money for recycling 
things. I’d like to see more of 


those policies. 

Q: Have you ever visited a 
landfill? 

A: No, I have not. I have visit- 
ed an empty marine transfer 
station in the Gowanus. It was 
like a dock that was aban- 
doned. It wasn’t that exciting. 
I’d like to visit a landfill. [But] 
my next adventure is Dump- 
ster diving. I think there’s a lot 
of interest now in freeganism 
and reusing. It’s become a lit- 
tle bit trendy . . . It’s fairly so- 
cially acceptable to pick up 
used furniture off the curb. 
What’s more controversial is 
whether we should eat food 
from a Dumpster. 

Q: Would you do that? 

A: I think I would, based upon 
what I’ve been told by free- 
gans. From what I understand 
it’s mostly produce, canned 
goods, and day-old bread. 

Q: Delish! 


PR war in Coney 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The city has brought in new troops in its ongoing public relations 
war against a would-be Coney Island developer, hiring a high-pow- 
ered former state assemblywoman for a new PR blitz a month be- 
fore the fight is set to begin in earnest. 

The Economic Development Corporation has hired former Brooklyn 
Heights Assemblywoman Joni Yoswein to promote its “Coney Island 
Strategic Plan,” a two-year-old blueprint for the beleaguered area that 
does not include Thor Equities’ $1.5-billion plan to transform the strag- 
gling amusement zone into an all-year theme park, entertainment, hotel 
and retail Xanadu. 

In recent months, the debate over the future of Coney Island has 
been increasingly heated, with Thor’s outside publicist, the Marino Or- 
ganization, and city officials (usually “unnamed”), doling out leaks to 
newspapers in hopes of generating leverage against the other side. 

But a spokeswoman for the EDC denied that Yoswein’s firm had 
been hired to counter the might of the Marino Organization. 

“She is being brought on to help implement the strategic plan for 
Coney Island,” said the spokeswoman, Janel Patterson, adding that 
Yoswein’s hiring was timed to coincide with a September push by 
Thor for its plan. 

“We don’t agree with a high-density residential hotel in the 
amusement zone,” she said. — Gersh Kuntzman 
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See how much fun the Prospect Park Carousel is? 

FAMILY CALENDAR 


SATURDAY, AUG. 18 

Barnes anTSe °106Court 
St., between State and Scher- 
merhorn streets in Brooklyn 
Heights), free. Call (718) 246- 


jush Avenue and Empire Boul- 
vww.prospectpark.org for info. 

SUNDAY, AUG. 19 

ousel. See Saturday, Aug. 18 


Movement at Pierrepont Play- 
ground (Pierrepont Street at the 
Vomenade), free. For more info, 
risit www.bhplaygrounds.org. 


Pierrepont Playground. Pierre- 
pont Playground (Pierrepont 
Street at the Promenade), free. 
Visit www.bhplaygrounds.org 

TUESDAY, AUG. 21 

10 am-Noon: Creative Arts at 

XSKfS, 

free. Visit www.bhplaygrounds. 
2-4 pm: "Discovery Tuesday!" 


Brooklyn Botanic Garden (1000 


in Crown Heights), free with 
Garden admission, $8 adults 
(kids 12 and under are free). 
Call (718) 623-7200 for info. 

THURSDAY, AUG. 23 


Heights), free with Garden 
admission ($8 adults, kids 12 
and under are free). Call (718) 
623-7200 for info. 

FRIDAY, AUG. 24 

9 pm: Kidflix Film Fest. Fulton 
Park (corner of Utica Avenue 
and Fulton Street), free. Call 
(718) 230-0492 for info. 

SATURDAY, AUG. 25 


eets in Brooklyn Heights), 
;e. Call (718) 246-4996 for 


Third b'day parly is 'Ducky' 


S o, Smartmom wondered, 
can Diaper Diva pull off 
Ducky’s third birthday 

Yes, the red-haired beauty 
with the fairest skin, a conta- 
gious laugh, and the brightest 
eyes imaginable was turning 3 
and Diaper Diva had a rather 
ambitious party planned. 

And it’s not like she has the 
16, that’s right 16, years of 
mothering experience under her 
belt like Smartmom. She’s a 
newbie really, a greenhorn when 
it comes to this mothering stuff. 

Smartmom observed Diaper 
Diva as she began planning the 
fete back in June. In true Diaper 
Diva fashion, she fussed over 
every detail. Should it be indoor 
and out? Should there be a chil- 
dren’s entertainer? Should it 
have a theme? 

Is it appropriate to have 

All this, while she’s working 
full time and desperately trying 
to get Ducky toilet-trained. 

Smartmom knew she had a 
lot on her plate and wondered 
how it would go. 

Still, Smartmom knew to 
stay out of it. 

Well, she did contribute some 
pearls of wisdom. 

Remember: All the balloons 
should be the same color. 
They’ll all want red. 

But that’s all. Smartmom 
was delicate with the advice. 

Ducky is 3 already and ad- 
mittedly Diaper Diva has done 
a pretty good job so far. 

Just look at Ducky. She’s so 
full of spunk and fan; a little 
bossy sometimes and very 
smart; she’s oh so definite about 
what she wants to do and what 
she wants everyone else to do. 

And Diaper Diva handles all 
of it with aplomb. In fact, Smart- 
mom admires the way Diaper 
Diva sets limits for Ducky and 
the way Ducky actually listens 
to her. Smartmom, on the other 
hand, was never great in the dis- 
cipline department. 

In other ways, too, Smart- 


Court Street Office 


Supplies 

i Brooklyn 


44 Court Street • Downtown Brooklyn 
718-625-5771 

Now Open Sundays 1 1 :00 am - 4:30 pm 
Over 30 years in the business 


mom notices the 
transformation of Di- 
aper Diva from a non- 
parent living in the 
Slope — who was, 
truth be told, more 
than a little annoyed 

by the neighbor- 

hood’s child-cen- 
teredness — to a full-fledged, 
leaves-her-Maclaren stroller-in- 
the-middle-of-the-sidewalk, 

Park Slope mama. 

At least she doesn’t have a 
Bugaboo. 

I t’s true. Diaper Diva has all 
the super annoying parts of 
motherhood down cold: 
everything revolves around 
Ducky now. Diaper Diva is 
rarely able to meet for a quick 
drink. And when Smartmom 
wants to talk on the phone, Dia- 
per Diva says, “Gotta go now, 
bye. Ducky needs me.” 

Clearly, she’s a great mom 
and Ducky is the center of her 
neighborhood, which sometimes 
makes Smartmom feel a little 
left out. Her own children aren’t 
the center of DD’s universe any- 
more. And neither is she. 

But that’s OK, that’s the way 
it’s supposed to be. Right? 

Fiercely protective, loving, 
nurturing, and serious about her 
mothering, Diaper Diva travels 
with Dora the Explorer Band 
Aids, a pocketbook full of first- 
aid supplies, and sugar-free lol- 
lipops for potty-training incen- 
tives (Ducky is fully trained 

And you don’t even want to 
know what’s in Diaper Diva’s 
well-stocked red Skip Hop dia- 
per bag. 

Smartmom knows that it’s 
only natural that Diaper Diva’s 
antenna is tuned to the “all 
Ducky, all the time” radio sta- 
tion of life. 


SMART 

IIIOIll 




By Louise Crawford 

Smartmom arrived early (but 
not too early) for Ducky’s Dora 
the Explorer party. There was a 
life-sized blow up Dora, of 
course and Diaper Diva hired a 
sweet-natured performer named 
Peter Davis, who sang melodic 
originals like “Playing in the 
Playground” and “Red-Headed 
Girl” (special for Ducky) and 
classics like “Wheels on the 
Bus” and the “If You’re Happy 
and You Know It” with a hu- 
morous twist. 

When Diaper Diva asked 
him to sing, “The Circle 
Game,” the 40-something 
Davis asked her to sing along. 

“I don’t sing,” she said. “My 
sister does. I was the painter.” 

Smartmom was impressed. 
Diaper Diva had in one sen- 
tence clearly delineated their 
separate identities as children. 
Being a twin, you have to pick 
your turf in order to distinguish 
yourself. 

E ven in their late 40s, 
they’re still trying to win 
that turf war and are still 
competitive with each other, su- 
per critical, and not just a little 
judgmental. 

In a helpful way. 

Smartmom was moved that 
her sister wanted her to sing. 
She used to think her sister re- 
sented the singing because it 
brought Smartmom so much at- 
tention. 

Few know of Smartmom’s 
former identity as a 20-some- 
thing songwriter who, in her 



Barge pool 
gets new bus 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Two weeks before the water 
drains for good from the Float- 
ing Pool Lady on the Brook- 
lyn Heights waterfront, getting 
there has been made easier. 

Free shuttle service to the 
sponsored waterfront at- 
traction was expanded this 
week with longer hours plus a 
new pick-up location on At- 
lantic Avenue at the comer of 
Hicks Street. 

Between now and the pool’s 
closure after the Labor Day 
weekend, the shuttle will run 
from 9 am-9 pm, seven days a 
week — a three-hour increase. 

Ever since the floating barge 
opened for swimming on July 
4, many Brooklynites have 
grumbled that the waterfront 
pool — located on a pier at the 
foot of Joralemon Street west of 
the Brooklyn-Queens Express- 


And, like that old Yogi Berra 
joke, no one wanted to go any- 

“There was a two-hour wait 
for the pool on a weekday after- 
noon,” Boerum Hill parent 
Carey Johnson griped last week 
in an e-mail to other Boerum 
Hill residents. “[My husband 
and children] skipped it and 
went to [a] DUMBO park.” 

Transportation planners for 
the state’s Brooklyn Bridge 
Park residential, commercial 
and open-space development 
heralded the expanded shuttle. 

“By expanding the hours of 
operation and adding another 


dreams, was a cross between 
Joni Mitchell and Billie Hobday. 
(Dumb Editor note: In her 
dreams, indeed!) 

A road not taken. But hey, she 
got to sing at Ducky’s third 
birthday party at her sister’s urg- 
ing. 

Tabloid Mom, who kept 
telling Davis that he reminded 
her of Kenny Loggins, added 
her lovely voice to the mix. 

Too bad Tabloid Dad missed 
the concert, but he was off work- 
ing on the Geraldo show. But the 
Kravitzes were there, as were 
many friends old and new, in- 
cluding Diaper Diva’s next-door 
neighbor, hipster friends from 
Williamsburg, and all of 
Ducky’s pals from her Prospect 
Park West apartment building. 

In addition to the ’70s sing-a- 
thon, there was Pin the Tail on 
the Donkey, a mask-making ac- 
tivity, a Dora piflata, and tiny 
cupcakes and, of course, the big 
photo op when Ducky blew out 
her candles. 

When all was said and done, 
Smartmom had to admit that Di- 
aper Diva had really aced the 3- 
year-old-party-test, an important 
rite of passage of motherhood. 

Sure, there was hard candy 
(choking risk for 3-year-olds) in 
the pinata. But hey, the kids had 
fun (and no Heimlich Maneuver 
was required). The parents had 
fun. Even the children’s enter- 
tainer had fun. 

And Smartmom and her twin 
are learning to be separate and 
supportive of one another. 

Way to go, Diaper Diva, who 
is already planning Ducky Day 
number four. 

Smartmom wonders if she’ll 
be able to top this one. She is 
new at this and all. . . 

Louise Crawford also writes 
"Only the blog knows Brooklyn. " 




’Where Magical Parties happen! 
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Call ’Rebecca 
(347)385-6705 
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Rico the Clown 

Magician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 
occasions — Adults & Kids. Comedy, 
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stop we have provided more 
opportunities for New Yorkers 
to enjoy Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Beach,” said Henry Gutman, 
chairman of the Downtown 
Brooklyn Waterfront Local De- 
velopment Corporation, which 
operates the shuttles and is con- 
ducting a $l-million, federally 
funded study of access to the 

The pool is expected to 
move on after the summer. 

For more information, visit 
www.BrooklynBridgePark.org. 
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Decide what you want 
before you open the 
fridge. You’ll save 
energy, and you might 
even save calories. 


Leaving your AC on 
when you’re out is like 
tossing money out the 
window. 25 cents an 
hour, to be exact. 


conEdison 




FIND MORE ENERGY 
SAVING TIPS AT 
CONED.COM 
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Jackie's 
legend 
lives on 


//TT TERRIFIED THE BOTH OF US,” said Rachel 
I Robinson Sunday on lackie Robinson Day at 
A Key span Park — but her statement had nothing to 
do with threats against America from foreign enemies. 

No, lackie Robinson’s widow was referring to threats 
from one American to another, and the man who was threat- 
ened, her husband, was a former United States Army officer 
who had the audacity to believe that he had a right, like any 
other American who had tom up the Triple-A International 
League, to play big league baseball. 

It was said that lackie Robinson wasn’t afraid of anything, 
but that statement was a bit of hyperbole. 

Ninety-five mile-per-hour fastballs at one’s head would 
scare anyone, and things were different in 1947. Although 
the batting helmet was first used by Negro league shortstop 
Willie Wells long before, no one in the major leagues wore 
them in Robinson’s rookie season. 

Bravery is not predicated on being unaware of catastro- 
phe, but of having the intelligence to recognize the danger 
and the courage to act in spite of it. That is what Robinson 
did, despite an inordinate number of pitches thrown at him 
because of the color of his skin. 

Rachel Robinson was asked if she thought the pitches 
near Robinson’s head were designed to hit him or scare him. 

She just politely widened her eyes, in effect saying, “What 


'L 



LEGACY: Rachel Robinson, the widow of Jackie 
Robinson, spoke at Sunday's ceremony. 


difference does it make? It’s still frightening.” 

In the face of bean balls and runners trying to spike him, 
Robinson hit .297 and was the National League Rookie-of- 
the-Year in ’47. But when the Dodgers added intimidating 
right-hander Don Newcombe in ’49, who “protected” Robin- 
son by going after opposing team’s hitters, Robinson hit .348 
and became the National League’s Most Valuable Player. 

On Sunday, as Rachel Robinson spoke to reporters in the 
Keyspan Park Gallery, just outside the window was the 
sculpture of a turning point in history. 

Hie sculpture commemorates a moment from Robinson’s tu- 
multuous first season when Pee Wee Reese, the Dodgers’ white 
captain, publicly showed his support for his black teammate. 

R obinson had recently received death 

threats. Across the river from Cincinnati was Ken- 
tucky, then considered very much a southern state, 
and the home of Reese. 

The Dodgers were in the field, and the abuse directed to- 
wards Robinson from the Reds, and from the stands, was 
enormous. 

Although the details are lost to the mists of time, Reese ap- 
parently crossed the diamond from his position at shortstop to 
Robinson, who was playing first base. Reese put his arm 
around Robinson and offered encouragement, but the gesture, a 
white player putting his arm around his black teammate, was 
not only a comfort to Robinson, but important on the national 
stage, where Robinson had been under enormous strain. 

“Pee Wee went over to stand with Jack, not because of 
anything black and white, but because Pee Wee was his 
friend,” said Rachel Robinson. 

Sixty years after Robinson changed America, Jackie 
Robinson Day at Keyspan Park featured many in the stands 
wearing Brooklyn Dodger jerseys and hats, and some fans 
sporting jerseys with Robinson’s retired number 42. 

When Robinson broke in with the Dodgers, no one suspect- 
ed that 10 years later, the Dodgers would desert Brooklyn. Yet 
50 years after that move, the Brooklyn Dodgers are still news, 
as recent books, articles, and an HBO movie can attest. 

Part of that continued interest in the Brooklyn Dodgers is 
that they transcended baseball. Robinson’s success was the 
linchpin for other civil rights advances to follow. Indeed, 
Robinson’s public success may have done more to advance 
civil rights than any other action in American history. 

“He knew that he had to do well,” said Duke Snider in the 
Baseball Almanac. 

“He knew that the future of blacks in baseball depended on 
it. The pressure was enormous, overwhelming and unbearable 
at times. I don’t know how he held up. I know I couldn’t have.” 
An important reason that Robinson held up was because 
Rachel Robinson was with him for the entirety of what 
some called “baseball’s noble experiment.” 

And at Keyspan Park on Sunday, this partner in Robinson’s 
success was still working for success, discussing how the Jack- 
ie Robinson Foundation helps students afford college. 

Even in death, Jackie Robinson is still changing our socie- 
ty for the better. 

CHANNELING THE BARD 

Each week , Ed Shakespeare, the bard of Brooklyn baseball, 
will take a page from his ancient ancestor and add a bit of 
iambic pentameter to all our lives. This week’s contribution, 
"The Words the Statue Speaks," is a poetic tribute to the 
moment captured on the statue of Pee Wee Reese and Jack- 
ie Robinson that stands outside Keyspan Park: 

The statue sits outside the ballpark there. 

It marks a moment, said to be in May, 

Of Reese and Robinson, the Dodger pair. 

"Forget 'em, Jack, " said Pee Wee on that day. 

In Cincinnati, threats had come to light. 

In Jack's first year, he had to take it all. 

Abuse so vile poured down, no chance to fight. 

Yet statue shows his hand into a ball. 


Said Reese, "Forget 'em, Jack," except "forget" 

The word was stronger, Anglo-Saxon sound. 

Not white-to-black, but man-to-man, to let 
His teammate know, words simple, not profound. 

A watershed, a moment harkens back. 

Just players' words, a friend to teammate Jack. 

\ r 


Cyclones have that all-star impact 



All six Cyclone all stars: (from left) Brandon Kawal, Matt Bouchard, Dylan Owen, Will Mor- 
gan, Jake Eigsti and Jason Jacobs. 


By Ed Shakespeare 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The six Brooklyn Cyclones who were select- 
ed to the New York-Penn League All-Star team 
had a huge impact on Tuesday night’s game — 
for better and for worse, it turned out. 

Jason Jacobs, who was an All-Star last year, 
too, started the game at catcher and went l-for-3 
with a run scored. 

Cyclone ace Dylan Owen pitched the second 
inning — a 1-2-3 frame against the rival American 
League affiliate players. 

But when the game was on the line — with the 
National League affiliate players holding a 4-3 
lead in the eighth, All-Star manager Edgar Alfon- 
zo summoned Will Morgan from the bullpen. 
Morgan gave up a single, then got an out before 
he was pulled. 

That run eventually came around to score and 
was charged to Morgan. 

Tough break. 

The three other Cyclone All-Stars — Jake 
Eigsti, Matt Bouchard and Brandon Kawal — had 
mixed nights. Eigsti was 0-for-3; Bouchard was 2- 
for-3, though he made an error at short; and Bran- 
don Kawal struck out in his only at-bat. 


Alfonzo, who was named manager by dint of 
the Cyclones’ league-best record, didn’t care what 
happened out there. 

“As far as I’m concerned,” he said, “all my 
guys are All-Stars.” 

He makes a good point. 

• Owen has been Brooklyn’s lone pitching se- 
lection. The right-hander has a 6-1 record with a 
2.05 ERA. His control has been a big part of his 
success as he’s struck-out 48 and walked only 

• Jacobs is hitting .287 with seven homers and 
31 RBI. He’s been outstanding in handling the 
league’s best pitching staff, and he’s also been 
playing some first base. 

• Bouchard has been a stand-out defensively, so 
he made the All-Stars despite a batting average of 
only .236. 

• Eigsti is hitting .303 with a pair of homers and 
26 RBI. 

• Kawal is batting .311 for the Cyclones, and 
has played solid defense. 

• Morgan has allowed only 13 hits in 26 in- 
nings. The right-hander has a 2-0 record with two 
saves. Morgan has struck out 36 batters and al- 
lowed a mere eight walks. 


Voyles is back from beaning 

mrm 


By Ed Shakespeare 

The Brooklyn Paper 

When the Cyclones re- 
turned home on Aug. 10 from 
a road trip, J.R. Voyles, the 
third-baseman who was hit in 
the face with a pitch on July 
27, was back. 

He received a nice ovation 
from Cyclones’ fans on his first 
at-bat — a tribute to the drive £ 
of this one-time back-up in- 2 
fielder who needed 40 stitches | 
to close the wound to his left % 
eye. f 

Yes, Voyles struck out three I 
times, all swinging, but he did £ 
hit a double to deep left-center 
in his second at-bat. 

His manager, Edgar Alfonzo, 
said Voyles’s lack of sharpness 
in his first game back was un- 
derstandable. 

“Everyone is afraid after be- 
ing hit like that,” Alfonzo after 
the game. “I was hit in the head 



But the slugger — who be- 
came the Cyclones’ linchpin 
only after fifth-round draft pick 



The 2001 Cyclones won the New York-Penn League 
Championship under the leadership of manager Edgar Al- 
fonzo. Now that Fonzie is back, many fans are assuming that 
the 2007 Cyclones will repeat the franchise's former glory. 
Here's how this year's team compares to that fabled squad: 



2001 

2007 


(Through 51 games) 

(Through 51 games) 


Record: 37-14 (.725) 

Record: 35-16 (.706) 


Highlight of the week: 

Highlight of the week: 


The Cyclones won their 

The Clones swept a double- 


19th in a row at home — 

header from the misnamed 


still a team record — thanks 

Mahoning Valley Scrappers. 


to a homer by shortstop 

Starter Dylan Owen was 


Robert McIntyre and an RBI 

masterful in Game 1, and Lu- 


by Forrest "Big Dog" Law- 

cas Duda hit a homer in the 


son. Reliever Blake McGin- 

nightcap to keep this year's 


ley was dominating. 

juggernaut going. 




Zach Lutz got in- 
jured on Opening 
Night — showed 
he was truly back 
two games later, 
when he went 3- 
for-4, including 
an RBI double. 

Voyles explained how he 
handled his comeback. 

“I just tried to block it all out 
and just concentrate on the 
pitch, just as I always do,” he 
explained, seeming happy and 
relieved to finally be back on 


the field. 

Cyclones fans are relieved, 
too. The sight of Voyles splayed 
out at home plate, motionless, 
before being carried out on a 
stretcher was the scariest mo- 


tofarth 




Kunzthe man at Span 


Dem Bums’ last season 


To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers' final, dismal campaign, The Brooklyn 
Paper will provide a weekly reminder of the fabled 
Boys of Summer. Here's this week's highlight: 

Aug. 21, 1957 Dodgers 8 - Reds 0 
Even a terrible season has highlights, and Don Newcombe 
provided one with a five-hit gem before just 8,100 Ebbets 
Field fans. Gino Cimoli hit a three-run homer in the third 
and Gil Hodges had a two-run single in the seventh. Des- 
pite the win, the Dodgers remained 6-1/2 games back. 



By Patrick Hickey Jr. 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Newcomer Eddie Kunz is 
the Mets’ first top overall draft 
pick to join the Cyclones to 
start his professional career in 
Brooklyn since Scott Kazmir 
in 2002 — so the reliever 
knows expectations will be 

do my best,” said the 6-foot-5, 
250-pound Oregon native. “I 
had some success in college, so 
I just want to take it from 

Pitching in front of a typical 
crowd of 5,000 at Oregon State 
University — where he had 12 
saves and a 2.91 ERA this sea- 
son — Kunz feels he’s ready to 
step up at Keyspan. 

“I’ve never played in front of 
9,000 people, so it’s going to be 
different,” said Kunz, who 
threw a scoreless inning in his 
first appearance on Aug. 4. 
Since then, he’s notched two 
saves, though his ERA is 7.36. 
“New York is so different from 
Oregon, but I love it here so far. 
I think it’s going to be fun and I 
think I’m ready. I can’t wait to 
pitch here.” 

He had to wait seven weeks 


while his agent and the Mets 
hammered out the details of his 
contract, but at least he has his 
priorities straight. 

“I’ve never had a Nathan’s 
hot dog before,” said Kunz. 
“That’s the first thing on my to- 
do fist once I have some free 


Freeman to Hall 


You may not know who 
David Freeman is, but for 
much of the Cyclones’ exis- 



tence, Freeman was the team’s 
official scorer, a job he also 
performs in a five-person rota- 
tion for the New York Yan- 

And n< 


Coney thunder 

Cyclone starting pitcher Dillon Gee was strong in his team's 
4-2 win over the Auburn Doubledays on Sunday 


/ he’s in the 
Hall of Fame. Here’s 
how he did it. 

When Alex Ro- 
driguez hit his 500th 
homer at Yankee Stadi- 
um on Aug. 4, Freeman 
was the official scorer 
that day. 

Because Rodriguez 
was the youngest player 
in baseball history to 
reach the 500-homer 
mark, the Hall of Fame 
asked for the scorecard. 

Freeman kept a copy, 
but the original — with 
his name listed as the 

Cooperstown. 

It’s the closest a Cy- 
clone has ever gotten to 
immortality. So far. 

— Ed Shakespeare 
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OUR OPINION 


Arabic school missteps 


T he city’s inept handling of the Khalil 
Gibran International Academy continues. 
Just three weeks before the Arabic lan- 
guage and culture school is set to open inside 
a Boerum Hill public school building, its prin- 
cipal, Debbie Almontaser, was forced to resign 
after defending the use of the term “intifada” 
on a line of Muslim-empowerment T-shirts. 

She told the New York Post that the term 
means “shaking off.” Plenty of critics — in- 
cluding teacher’s union head Randi Wein- 
garten — were quick to remind Almontaser of 
the word’s much more hostile meaning, and 
she quit her job a few days later. 

The resignation put the school — which 
was already having trouble filling its mere 60 
slots — in a tailspin. So what did the city do to 
stop the bleeding? It brought in a Jewish edu- 
cator — who doesn’t even speak Arabic — to 
run the city’s first Arabic language and culture 


school. It almost reads like an article in the 
satirical newpaper, the Onion. 

This newspaper did not take a position on 
establishing an Arabic language and culture 
school. Indeed, we’ve pointed out that there 
are more than 60 such public, non-sectarian 
academies in the city — teaching languages 
from Mandarin Chinese to Russian to Creole 
to Spanish. 

But we did criticize, from the start, the ham- 
handed manner in which Department of Edu- 
cation bureaucrats, tone deaf to local concerns, 
handled what would have been a controversial 
move even under the best of circumstances. 

A t first, back in March, Education officials 
tried to slip the Gibran Academy’s then- 
80 middle-school-aged students into Park 
Slope’s elementary-level PS 282 without so 
much as informing the local parents that their 
already crowded school would be forced to 


welcome older kids. 

When the parents revolted, the city with- 
drew the plan — and then foisted it just as 
undiplomatically on parents at a Dean Street 
high- and middle-school complex. 

Throughout, the Department of Education 
lost any remaining trust by refusing to answer 
basic questions about how the school was 
planned, what its curriculum would be and 
why Almontaser was best equipped to lead it. 
Then, when the school was attacked by critics 

— some with completely legitimate questions 

— Almontaser pretended she couldn’t be both- 
ered and that school opponents were intoler- 

In this sorry context, perhaps, hiring a Jew- 
ish educator who does not speak Arabic makes 
sense. After all, the Department of Education 
hasn’t known what it’s doing from the start, so 
why should anything be different now? 



LETTERS 


Nathan’s grandson chides our Thor editorial 


To the editor, 

Your editorial praising Thor Equities’ 
Coney Island plan ignored one thing: That 
Thor’s plan is just one idea for rebuilding 
the Coney Island amusement zone (“Why 
not Thor?” Aug. 11). 

Unfortunately, Thor tried to play it cute. 
First, the company told area landowners 
that the city would never let them build 
condos. This allowed Thor to buy up land at 
a cheaper price. 

Then, the company turned around and 
tried to push the condo idea. They are still 
playing it cute with their hotel and time- 
share proposal. 

So instead of taking the city to task, 
maybe you should be putting your energies 
into castigating Thor for the disingenuous 
way it has bargained with the city and the 
Coney Island community in general. Thor’s 
approach has demonstrated to me that it 
cares more about profit and less about 
restoring a great historical treasure. 

Lloyd Handwerker, Park Slope 
The writer is the grandson of Nathan 
Handwerker, whose hot dog stand still sits at 
Surf and Stillwell avenues in Coney Island 

Chaining us up 

To the editor, 

In a recent article, you wrote that Bor- 
ough President Markowitz was proud of the 
arrival of Trader Joe’s that he how wants 
Nordstrom to come to Brooklyn (“Marty 


casts his line for Nordstrom,” July 28). 

I just returned from Saratoga Springs, 
New York. When I was there last, Saratoga 
Springs was an attractive town with pleas- 
ing Victorian architecture and won- 
derful Mom and Pops selling interesting 
items plus a few touristy items. The town 
also had the famous racetrack. 

This visit, I found lots of chain stores — 
Borders, The Gap, The Loft, Starbucks 
to name a few — in their sterile, soulless 
buildings and lots of shops selling only 
touristy items, the kind you can find any- 
where. There was the same type of tourist 
you find everywhere, the same street peo- 
ple, the same activities. In short, I could 
have been in any boring tourist spot any- 
where in the country. 

Is this what we want for Brooklyn? 

Bob Ohlerking, Park Slope 

Falling down 

To the editor, 

I would like to make one thing clear to 
Brooklyn Paper readers: Last week’s storm 
had nothing to do with the collapse of the 
building on Jackson Place (“Storm may 
have caused collapse,” Park Slope Edition, 
Aug. 11). The year-plus-long neglect of the 
derelict structure did. 

Whether it had been rain, wind or a 
neighborhood child throwing a tennis ball 
against the building’s facade, it was coming 
down. Do not let another developer like 


Mark Zeldin act is if this was an “act of God” 
and could not have been helped. He and his 
partners are responsible for destroying the 
quality of life on Jackson Place for years. 

Now, thanks to the Department of Build- 
ings and Housing Preservation and Devel- 
opment, at least the residents can feel a bit 
safer walking down the block. 

Aaron Brashear, Greenwood Heights 
The writer is chairman of the Community 
Board 7 Buildings and Construction Sub- 

Paper prize 

Congratulations to all the staff on your 
amazing accomplishment (“The Brooklyn 
Paper is ‘Newspaper of the year,”’ Aug. 11). 
I am an avid reader, and have to say, this re- 
ally is an amazing paper. Fantastic! 

Lawrence Goodman, Providence, R.l. 

Pleased to meet you 

To the editor, 

God bless you for printing that wonderful 
letter from former Jehovah’s Witness mem- 
ber Brenda Lee (“Bearing witness to the 
Witnesses,” Letters, Aug. 11). It is amazing 
how powerful Satan really is in this crazy 
world. The challenge is that most of the 
population in this country doesn’t know or 
believe that he exists. The truth must be told 
to all. Thank you for this article. 

Robert Black, Sacramento CA 



To the editor, 


Thank you for an insightful article about 
the horses at Kensington Stables (“Horses: 
‘Neigh’ to development,” July 28). 

While I understand the focus of the arti- 
cle was the noise from the Caton Place con- 
struction site, I would like to add a footnote 
to your story. I am on the Board of Direc- 
tors of GallopNYC, which provides thera- 
peutic horseback riding to a diverse group 
of individuals, including children and adults 
with autism, cerebral palsy, multiple sclero- 
sis, traumatic head injury, and individuals 
who have suffered emotional trauma such 
as first responders and war veterans. 

Our organization now operates one day a 
week at Kensington Stables. 

the disabled rider’s flexibility, balance and 
muscle strength and may result in greater 
muscle control. Under the direction of a 
certified therapeutic riding instructor and an 
experienced physical therapist, riders learn 
to sit on their horses properly, use their 
reins to command the horse, and ride at a 
walk and a trot. 

Volunteers are an essential part of the 
program, and each volunteer receives train- 
ing from the program’s coordinator. 

If you are interested in learning more, 
please visit www.GallopNYC.org. 

Terry Lawler, Park Slope 


Bike brouhaha 

To the editor, 

Bikers have been avoiding the bike lanes 
on both sides of Ninth Street, preferring 
safety to convenience (“Ninth St. bike lane 
tolls for thee,” Park Slope Edition, July 28). 
Measuring from the middle of the street, the 
safety buffer is only 30 inches wide, even- 
tually diminishing to no buffer area at the 

The Department of Transportation could 
have designed the Ninth Street lanes with 
dimensions similar to the lane on Third 
Street, where bikers there have the benefit 
of a 7-foot, 3-inch safety buffer. 

Politicians like Councilman Bill DeBla- 
sio and state Sen. Velmanette Montgomery 
supported the bike lane project without first 
contacting Ninth Street residents and block 
association leaders. 

But Eric Adams, the new state Senator and 
former NYPD captain, set up a special meet- 
ing for Ninth Street residents, where he 
showed his support and told us that the two- 
bike lane plan was flawed and should be 
stopped. He candidly told residents that he 
could not understand the “roughshod” meth- 
ods of Transportation Alternatives and DOT. 
Neither can we. Ninth Street residents should 
remember Sen. Adams the next time his 
name appears on a voting ballot. 

Robert G. Caire, Park Slope 
The writer is co-president of the Ninth 
Street Block Association. 


Delivery Opt out 

Every week, we deliver copies of The 
Brooklyn Paper to homes in designated 
Brooklyn neighborhoods. Our unique 
system limits deliveries to just a few pa- 
pers per building (eliminating the kind 
of clutter caused by circular and menu 
delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates our 
free home delivery, but realize there are 
exceptions to every rule. 

So, if you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this free 
service, you may "opt out" of our deliv- 
ery program by filling out the online 
form at BrooklynPaper.com/html/about/ 
optout.html 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and 
neighborhood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 



90% off your initiation 

Now with a $24.90 initiation fee with pre-payment of 2 months dues 

+4 free Personal Training sessions 

(worth $320) 

Last Chance! Offer ends August 25th 



EASTERN ATHLETIC 


BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 43 CLARK STREET 718 6Z5-0500 
METROTECH 333 AD AM S STRE ET 718 330-0007 
PROSPECT PARK 1 7 EASTERN PARKWAY 718 789-4600 



SEEKING PROPOSALS FOR... 

New York City Economic Development Corporation is seeking pro- 
posals for the development and operation of the Willoughby Square 
Underground Parking Garage located in Downtown Brooklyn and 
the construction of the street-level public space on top. 

RESPONSES ARE DUE NO LATER THAN 4:00 p.m. on Friday, 
October 12, 2007. Submission guidelines and requirements are out- 
lined in the RFP and available to download at www.nycedc.com/rfp, 
or pick up at NYCEDC, 1 10 William Street, 6th floor, New York, NY, 
Monday-Friday, 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 


■k ■ New York City 

Economic Development 
^■^■•Corporation 

NEW YORK CITY. MAKE IT HERE. 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
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Squawk! Parrots invade Park Slope 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn’s legendary Monk 
parrots have migrated to Park 
Slope. 

A flock of about five bright 
green tropical parrots — an off- 
shoot of die borough’s legendary 
wild parrot community in Mid- 
wood — has been spotted hang- 
ing out in a tree on the comer of 
14th Street and Eighth Avenue. 

Brett Cleaver, who lives on 
nearby 13th Street, has seen the 
bright green birds twice in a 
matter of four days. 

“They were cute,” said 
Cleaver. “It seemed like there 


were two couples, and an odd 
man out. A couple of them were 
kissing. People were stopping 
and looking — it was certainly a 
spectacle.” 

Brooklyn has been home to 
colonies of tropical South Amer- 
ican Monk (or Quaker) parrots 
since at least the 1970s, when 
parrots intended for pet stores 
reportedly escaped during trans- 
port. While their exact origins 
remain murky, the parrots soon 
established a colony on the cam- 
pus of Brooklyn College. They 
have since nested in large num- 
bers in Green- Wood Cemetery, 

But this is the first known in- 



A parrot on Eighth Avenue 
and 14th Street in Park Slope. 


stance of Monk parrots living in 
Park Slope, according to Steve 
Baldwin, Brooklyn’s foremost 
expert on the Monk parrot, the 


founder of www.brooklynpar- 
rots.com, and the leader of the 
Wild Brooklyn Parrot Safari. 

Baldwin said the repeated 
sightings of the parrots in the 
14th Street tree indicate that 
they have indeed established a 
colony in Park Slope — though 
not necessarily in that tree (they 
prefer less conventional sites 
like the nooks under air condi- 
tioners and within church 
spires). 

“My theory is that this may 
be a roving band of teenage 
parrots,” said Baldwin. “The 
colony of parrots at Green- 
Wood Cemetery had a big crop 
of babies this year. I think the 


babies that were bom last year, 
now that they know the ropes 
and aren’t dependent on then- 
parents any more, are looking 
for new places to setde down. 

Baldwin said it would only 
be natural for the parrots to nest 
in the Slope. After all, they’re 
pretty familiar with the area. 
The parrots have been known 
to soar through the neighbor- 
hood in search of bird feeders. 

“They’d fly through the 
neighborhood once in a while, 
and we’d say, ‘What the hell 
was that?”’ said Caleigh Fisher, 
the manager of Cafe Steinhof, 
which is a block away from the 
bird hang-out. “But this is the 


first year, I’ve spotted them so 

Fisher, for one, is cool with 
his new neighbors. 

“Sure! why not? Everyone 
needs a tree to rest in, right?” 
said Fisher. 

Cleaver agrees. 

“I want them to move into 
my backyard,” said Cleaver. 
“They might be loud, though.” 

But Baldwin argued that 
Slopers should be flattered. 

“Parrots don’t live in places 
that are undesirable,” added 
Baldwin. “They need some 
green, they like some nice trees 
to munch on. Park Slopers 
should be proud.” 



Downtown going Williamsburg 



Health, Mind & Body 


DENTISTS ■ DENTISTS 


Barack to 
come back 


Gentle care in our ultra-modem office 



tAir) •Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 


Saturday & Evening Hours 
768-1111 

Sgffl J 



General anti Imalant 

m m m m m m M m m M ■ ■ 

Dentistry 





DENTISTRY 





No 'Prospect' for 
expanded car-free 
hours in the park 



restricting traffic to only 8-10 am, and 3-7 pm. 

By comparison, cars can still use the East Drive in Prospect Park 




READ THE BROOKLYN PAPER 
ONLINE AT 

www.BrooklynPaper.com 


NATIONAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 


Reader Advisory: National trade associations to which we belong purchased the 
following classifieds. This publication has not verified the value of any of the services or 
products advertised; some advertisers do not offer "employment" but rather supply 
manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order 
selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should you send any money 
in advance or give an advertiser your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also 
beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit 
repair company does business only over the phone it's illegal to request money before 
delivering its service. 


CADNET ADS 




SCAN ADS 
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HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE 


Rubbish Removal 


REAL ESTATE 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 


Same Day 
Clean-Up! 


its - Attics - Yards - Demolition 
Containers Available (10-40 yards) 
www.gregsexpress.com 


— - 

1 -866-MR-RUBBISH 



FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

. 718 349-7555 


APARTMENTS 


Grymes Hill, SI 

Brand New Studio apt, cntrl. 
A/C, easy access to xpress bus, 
5 mins to SI ferry & VZ bridge. 
Pay own utils, no pets, avail. 
Oct. 1, $800/mo. 

+ 1 mo. sec., credit chk. 

CALL (718) 524-0196 

Bushwick; 3/3 Bdrms Avail. 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call.- 718-893-4006 



COMMERCIAL SPACE 


Artist/Writer Studio Space 
$210 to $375- Dumbo, Bklyn 

Beautiful multi-user space w/light, open 
plan feel, some spots w/views. Includes 

dust, smell. Join Us! 

Email: studiomilo@yahoo.com 


1250 SF Med. Ofc. 
Park Slope/P.Heights 

PRIME LOC DRMN BLDG. 
Walk to subway Nr Hosp. 
W/Reception, 3 Exams, 
Waiting RM, 2 PVT Bth, Lab 

MGT: 212-213-0123 x 231 A33 

Sell Your Home 

Fast.... 


Brooklyn Paper Classifieds 


Grymes Hill, SI 


tr. A/C, C be 


EIK, cr 
garage. E 
bus, 5 mi 
bridge. Pay ov 


irry&VZ 
1 , $2000/mo. 

CALL (718) 524-0196 



2 Family Brick 

Greenwood Hts, 6/5 
South Garden ■ Semi- 
Finished Basement ■ 
Delivered Vacant 

Joan Natale Real Estate 
718-797-4661 ER33 


ATTORNEYS 


Buying or Selling? 

Experienced 
Real Estate Attorney 
Michael S. Gold 
Houses - Condos -Co-Ops- 
Contracts -Closings -New 
Constructions -Refinances 
- Free Consultation - 
Law Offices of 
Michael S. Gold 

One Metrotech Center 

(718)246-GOLD (4653) 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 



J&C Demolition 
Rubbish Removal 
Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 
Contact Carlo 
718-775-4171 A35 


• On-Time Service • Up-Front Rates 
• Clean, Shiny Trucks 
• Friendly, Uniformed Drivers 

Commercial Stores Welcome! 
^ Demolition 

Serving the Community 
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

(866) 677-8224 

CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
10th year with The Brooklyn Papers 


Time to Wash Your Windows 

Gusto Window 
Washing 

Have the professionals do it 
at a reasonable rate. 

Contact Donel 

646-29S5668 A44 

Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 

Save Energy! 

Custom Window Installation 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


WOOD STRIPPING 

Park Slope Paint Strippers 
718-783-4112 

Shop open to public Sat. only 9-4 
4218 Third Ave. 2nd. FI; Brooklyn, NY 


Garden Apartment complex for sale in Clove Lakes. 
Featuring a total of 13 units in three 5000 + sq. foot 
buildings. 3 and 2 bedroom units all with living rooms, 
dining rooms and working fireplaces. High rent roll. 
This opportunity won't last! Asking $2,775,000 


Anthony Licciardello 

Licensed Sales Agent 


718-979-3400 X 286 


NEUHAU6 




HOUSES / NEW JERSEY 



Move to a Suburb 
even a New Yorker can love 

Maplewood • South Orange • NJ 

• 29 minutes to NY Penn Station 

• Theaters, galleries, performing arts center 

• A community where everyone is welcome! 

• Gourmet restaurants and shopping 

• Cosmopolitan living in suburban setting 

www.twotowns.org • 1-800-256-7329 

for a free information kit or tour. 

Sponsored by The Community Coalition. 



>er 500719/2007, a copy of which may 
!T, KINGS COUNTY, 


Notice of formation of Action 5, LLC; Arts of Org., 
filed with NY Sec. of State ("SSNY") 07/05/2007. 
Office in Kings County; SSNY designated agent for 
service of process with copy mailed to do Joe 
Garden, 418 17th Street, Apt. 1A, Brooklyn, NY 
11215, All lawful business purposes. 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 



We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 

•Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens ‘Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill «Prospect Heights *Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill •Clinton Hill «Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718)858-6100 


EMPLOYMENT 


Help Wanted II Help Wanted 


Phillips Electronics 
North America Corporation 

has the following job opportunities available 
(various levels/types) in Brooklyn, NY: 

- Programmer Analyst (PA-PENAC-NY) 


^ reference job title and job code ^ 

Painters & Plasters 

Wanted for full-time, 
high quality interior 
work. Experience 
necessary. Call Jerry 

(917) 734-271 6 35 

Computer Systems Analyst 

Achievement Rehab Cere, PC seeks 
computer systems analyst to analyze 
data processing problems for application 
to electronic date processing systems. 
Analyze user rqts, procedures 8, problems 
to improve existing systems & review 
computers system capabilities, workflow, 
& scheduling limitotions. BA in Computer 
Science required. Join in Brooklyn, NY. 
Fax (347) 374-3046 A3 i 


HAV^S-^years'bn^e^t^t^same 
job working as^a chef, pizza mak- 


212-668-5252 


Facilities Manager 

SEEKING, f/t Facilities Mgr 
for 42,000 sq ft Dance Center 
in Fort Greene; min five yrs 
exp; FSD Cert. Fax resume to 

718.624.8900. 

mmdg.org/ contact/ positions_available 


Retail Sales 
Park Slope Wine Shop 

Full Time & Part Time positions 
(including entry level) open 
immediately at Red White & 
Bubbly, the Park Slope wine 
shop with the highest Zagat 
Survey rating in all of 
Brooklyn! Love of wine & a 
great personality a must! 
Bring resume to 21 1-213 
Fifth Ave (at Union Street) 
or fax to 7 18-636-7604 

RedWhite&Bubbly 


JubMy ^ 


Medical 


LPN 

Per Diem 

Cook 


PT Activity Aide 

32 hours per week 
Friday thru Monday 
Please send resume to: 
jmcwilliam@generationsms.com 
Fax: (718)622-3995 

One A p P ro P iVectPar°kWest 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 

Pizza Delivery Man 

with own car needed for 
Bensonhurst Pizzeria. 
Full or part time. 

Call (917) 613-6247 


Seniors Helping Seniors 

Looking for the perfect part time 
job! (Volunteers also welcome). 

working with seLrs is helpfill. 

For more information 
about our services, call 
(347) 689-8589 today! 

BrooklynSeniorCare(a>yahoo.com 

To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Newspaper 
of the Year, 


it Colorful classifieds 
◦re accessible and 
reader friendly fel 


The Brooklyn Paper, voted 2007 
'Newspaper of the Year' by the 
Suburban Newspapers of America. 

To place your ad today, 
call (718) 834-9350 


The Brooklyn Paper 


SERVICES 


gg TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping 
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718-623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized ?T 'k Center A51 


Brooklyn man falls from ladder 
$1.6 million verdict! 

Bronx man recovers $3 million 
for Injuries in construction accident! 

Miller & Campson 

Call 1-866-MY FIRM 1 

Personal injury attorneys 
377 Broadway, 8th Floor NY, NY 10013 

1-212-941-0792 


Facing Divorce? 

Get An Experienced. Opinion 
Know Your Rights • Protect Your Property 

visitation/child supprt • Separation or Prenup agrmnts • Family Court 

See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer 
Flexible Appointment Schedule 

Angela E. Scarlato, Attorney at Law 

1 6 Court Street, 32nd Floor - Brooklyn 

(718) 522-6118 • www.angelascarlato.com 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Hanning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


i CLIP andSAVE 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


iuto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects E3M6 

rips & Falls • Building/Stairs j' I \ lU 

L r nsul D on a Lidente UCk 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 


Brooklyn Heights 

Apartment sale, 
entire contents. 
EVERYTHING MUST GO! 

CALL (917) 971-5113 

Park Slope Moving Sale 

High Quality Furniture 
at Reasonable Prices. 
Bedroom Set, Ethan Allen 
Fall Dining Set, T.V., Sofa 8c 
Much More. 

718-768-1977 A33 

Sofa/ Bed & 
Love Seat - Cloth 

Great Condition 
$600 neg. In Bay 
Ridge, Brooklyn 

718-680-8318 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 

Firewall Protection - Network Installation 

Removal - System and Hardware 
Upgrades 


IJL Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

P LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

21 7 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


Private Investigator 


Private 

Investigator 

Find anyone, anywhere 
Flat fee $1 00 

(718)318-4393 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• tax planning and preparation 

• accounting, auditing 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE 

OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 



718-541-1302 

347-274-9777 

dimalt@hotmail.cor 


GROOMING* BOARDING 

Dogs & Cats • Your Inspection Invited! 

* 


10e Service the 
★ Movie Stars!* 


PUPPIES & KITTENS! 

Best Health ■ Home Bred • Temperments 

5 STAR E2 nr 'T 


(718)258-2342 


Puppy Par adise com 

2082 Flatbush Ave. Bklyn, NY 
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The Brooklyn Paper HOME IMPROVEMENT 


Appliance Repair 


EXPERT REPAIRS 

All Makes and Models 

• Air Conditioners • 

■ Washers & Dryers ■ 

■ Stoves & Ovens ■ 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


I Leinster fr 
Contracting 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 

Lie #05-0086 INSURED 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 

• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 


General Contracting 
• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 
■ Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 

martin@mdparchitects.com 


CLASSICAL CUSTOMER 

AWNINGS 

ALUMINUM- PLASTIC- RETRACT 


FREE ESTIMATES SINCE 1980 

718-528-2401 

WWW.CLASSICAL-IRON.COM 

LIC#1 069538 W 31 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 




John 

Costelloe 


John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Carpentry Plus 

• Closets • Kitchens • Sheet Rock 



Cleaning Services 


Heights Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleanin g 

David Contreras (917)716-3437 
david@heightscleanmg.com 
www.heightscleaning.com 

Sunshine 
Cleaning Service 

Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
718-408-2621 
licensed 347-645-4084 insured 

Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 

718-265-2804 
marirc6@aol.com ^ 

ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 


718-573-4165 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Bathroom, Kitchen 8c Tile 


Why Replace When You Can Restore? 
— — Rejuvenate Your Bathroom! 


■L 




Premier Bath, Inc. 

1-866-399-8827 

www.premierbathsiiK.tom for Special Savings 


I £L Q> I JT Everything for your bath and kitche 
AOtlX Offering interest free financing 

{Tile Studio 

| Kitchen and bath designers on staff 



336 9th Street °P en 7 da y s a week 

(bet. 5th and 6th Aves.) Bklyn, NY MonZTwiSoam -TsOpm 

(7 1 8) 369-687 3 Sat: 1 0am - 5pm • Sun 1 1 am - 5 pm 


© FACE LIFT 
CONTRACTING 

BEFORE AFTER 

Restorations & Remodeling 
Exterior & Interior 

Over 20 Years Experience 

Stripping & Refinishing 
Finished Basements 
Room Additions • Kitchens & Baths 
Tile • Marble • Granite • Ceramic Tile • Painting 
Plastering • Roofing • Siding • Plumbing & Electric 
Ceilings & Floors • Lofts • Apartments • Brownstones 
Residential - Commercial Rubbish Removal 
Design & Consulting 
Exclusive 10 Year Warranty 
Local, Reliable, 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
First Time Home Buyer Discount & Concessions 
To Help You On Your Way 
All Types of Repair Expertly Done 

A 31-23 Ask for George: 

1 1-347-724-6540 A 

Senior Citizen Discount 
Licensed & Insured 


Contractors 


BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 


FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN -PRODUCTS -REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 
Specialists 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 



Carp. 

Home Improvement - Interior & Exterior 


CUSTOM DESIGNED CLOSETS 
An Affordable Luxury... 

■ Designed in your home 

• Custom fit to your closet 

• Installed by craftsmen with love, 


MAX@W()RK.. 



Always 
exoeedlkvg) your expect atLoi 


S&D HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


•Sheetrock -Taping 

•Int/Ext Painting -Doors 


(718) 998-1110 


. Chris Mullins 
i General Contracting 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 
and Window Surfaces 

Call (718) 450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 
Fully Insured -Lic#1252474 A3114 

S 8c M Construction 

Waterproofing & Roofing 
All kinds of brick, 
masonry & cement work 
Brownstone Specialist 

Free Estimates - Call Masir 

Cell: (347) 267 - 4524 
Office: (718) 368-3699 


JTC ASSOCIATES 

Renovation ■ New Construction 
Custom Design 

.safee, | 

Gut Rehabs Apartments 
Kitchens Bathrooms 
Interior Exterior 


W.JTCASSOC.C 


PH: (718) 857-2900 


L.D. Contractor 

LICENSED AND INSURED 
Kitchen - Bathroom - Woodfloors 
Entire House & Apartment Renovation 

Call: 212-203-1122 


Visit us 
online at: 

BrooklynPaper.com 

The Brooklyn Paper 


dZZZI^ A30/312< 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

• c'urtom'KiXns J °bs are Owner Supervised 

• FiniViafB.semeute V\fe have been ■ Windows 

doing a great job .Additions 

for over ten years .R D °™ rs r 

718-375-8292 


Lie# 1157104 


Contractors II Decks 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

Lie.# FREE ESTIMATES Insured 
89871 1 Office: 6419 Bay Parkway 

A37 

ADS WORK! 

Place your classified 
advertisement today and 


DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 
(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 



We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 


Techniciai 
of older h< 
Saturday £ 


• Mention this ad and save $25. 

I Christopher John Call 718-389-91 
Electrical Inc. www.ChristJon.ci 


NAM — 

f DEMOLITION 

<& EXCAVATION 
Hassle Free Rubbish Removal 


(718) 965-8024 


ALECTRAinc. 


71 8-522-3893 

JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 




24br service. Free Installation 

Call Nick (718) 331-3210 


(718) 633-1859 


_ 


2353 


i t 


Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 






BROOKLYN FENCE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

1504 Ralph Ave. Bklyn, NY 11236 

(718) 444-8554 

ALL TYPES OF FENCES 
Custom Cedar, Stockade, FVC 

Privacy Slats, Gates, Security, 


Floor Maintenance 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 

m i^718 7 2 °-2555 Se * 

* Kells * 
Wood Floors 

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired 

• Custom Colors 8c Designs 

Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 



Floor Maintenance 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation "Repairs 
•Scraping "Sanding 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 



Fencing 


1 



KITCHEN 


DRAGONETTI 

BROTHERS 

T 

LANDSCAPING, NURSERY 


1875 Ralph Ave. 
vww.dragonettibrothers.com 

(718)451-1300 


lq^_ fully insured 

SURE THING 
HANDYMAN 

Painting • Carepntiy 


Ceramic Tile Work 
PROFESSIONAL & 
RELIABLE • ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 
Call Robert 718-249-6928 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Sheetrock 


Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

71 8-871-1 504 A3104 


KBM Handyman Services 

Flo e r jiL 9 ,i; g R r s Sc« D .r rs 


IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.com 



Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


■*2 TIP 
iJi TOP 
MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & 


On 


718 484-7514 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


] 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Movers (Licensed) II Painting 


wwwArikmoving.com 
roll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 


TOP HAT MOVERS - 


ing 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING d 

3 generations. For the lowes 
rates and best quality i 
give us a call. 

Experienced & Reliable. 

2149 E. 72nd. St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 


Painting 
$100 per room 


Days: 1 (917) 3717086 
Eves: 1 (718) 9212932 


7 1 8-439-Z309 


FREE ESTIMATES 

(347) 729-0202 
(646) 220-6368 



SUNSHINE “ 
PAINTING CO. 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
RESTORATION 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

| . HRB 

(866) 748-6990 
www.sunshinepaintingny.com 

also online ot brnoklynpnpBr.com 





John Haviaras 


718-921-6176 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
*» m Plumbing 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


FAST REPAIR INC. 

Plumbing • heating • drain cleaning 
commercial • Keyspan Energy 

(718)258-4600 (718)645-0089 


Regan 8c Son 
Power Washing 

Homes, Decks, Gutters 
Down Spouts, Post Constr., 
Sidewalks & Gum Removal 
Fire & flood damage. 

718-633-7498-845-800-4327 


Fox Roofing 
& Restoration 


Cool air in the Summer 
Call For a FREE Estimate 

1-800-945-5562 


Plumbing 


Don’t Even Think 



ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#20U 


FIND MORE 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 


ON PAGE 17 




























































